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PREFACE 


I tUYE \\Tittcn this booV without any idea of doing more 
than report facts I ln\e no axe to grind and would 
not tilt at a windmill even if 1 inew the rudiments of 
the sport 

heither do I seek reform m the Undervrotld of Paiu 
A newspaper correspondent in a loreign hmd soon loses 
his illusions and reforms of cxjatmg conditions will never 
he brought about b> wntuig boolTs or articles 
Reformation u. better left to the wiseacres the statesmen 
and professional reformist^ who actuallv achieve as 
little as we journalists 

In compUmg this booh I Iiavc honestly endeavoured 
to tell tfie troth There ma> be some who wall label 
work scn«ationa! but it is scn-ational only m 
the same degree that striking events are Truth the> 
saj IS stranger than fiction and b> the same token u 
t» often much duller but man) truths unpalatable 
as thej may be are not dull 
Perhaps liowcver I had belUi leave m\ readers to 
judge the wisdom of the foregoing remark 
It 1 have <uccceded m portrajmg a phase of Pans 
life which 1 $ unfamiliar then mv task will have been 
amplj rewarded 

And so reader go to thy reading in peace 

Fans HJG 

Jjrw^ 1921 
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THE 

UNDERWORLD OF PARIS. 

CHAPTER I 

PARIS IN THE DWW 

Man\ men and women ha\e tned to translate the charm 
of Pans into words others more able than I ha%e sought 
to catdi some of the elusixe atmosphere which wraps 
in sweet mjstery the \er> word ‘ Pans ’ 

In wntmg of the Underworld I ha\e left far behind 
me any lurking desire to gild the Wj , neither do 1 try 
to irapro\e on the success of other wnters who have so 
nearly succeeded with pen and ink m portraying the 
city i love so much No writer worth his. salt can have 
lived in Pans without having had the desire at some 
tune or other to seize pen and paper and write about 
the at) I \ on the thought has anne to roc often enough 

Petha^ it was the sight of the chestnut trees in the Champs 
bursting into bud. heralding the coming of another 
spring mayhap it vras a glimpse of two lovers sittint, 
behmd a pdiar m Sami Sulpice diurch their souls stirred 
fa) the music tliey heard but sub-consciouslj " the world 
forgetting b> the world forgot 
Other times thoughts have come crowding mto mj 
brain when leaning ovtr the stone pirapet of the Pont 
Neuf, watching the sun going down in a blaze of colour — 
salmon pink and «io{t grey, mixed as only the Great 
Architect can mingle them softenmg the contours of 
the Trocadero ind making of the Seme i river of gold 
Take a morning in Jnne, when the first flu'^li of dawn 
comes stealing ov ei the Paris roof' Tliere is not a brcatli 
of wind to stir the leaves of the trees the streets arc 
deserted save for an occasional sleepy-eyed poheeman 

13 
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puffing a agarette Anolha day has ^ost been bom 
Paris at Aiwii seems a aty of innocence All 
around are teeming thousands with th«dr own h%-es 
and destmi© , their loves and their fights for existence 
tiny ants erawlmg over a gigantic anthill Thoughts 
swirl in ones brain and in the mind of those who earn 
them living by then pens the thoughts fonn themselves 
into words, words abs, which are seldom ever written 
down. That is one of the tr^edies of a journalist s life 
m the hurry and senny of getting news too often the 
really bianaa and uphfiing thoughts never find an outlet. 
5fany booVs about Pans the real Pans could be wniten 
by those who know and love the aty if only one had 
the time 

The policeman lights another agaiette from the slump 
fif the previous one and I 
I am going home hom my work the pobceman like 
my*self. is probably thinbng about bed. Ue have both 
b^ on the w-atchtowe aU night he for evil-doers and 
I for news . news that is to come to your hreaUast table, 
hot and hot t>owa the street comes the tap'tappmg 
of Louis Quinze heels above the heels there is an opera 
cloak, and above that a face rather careworn beneath 
the rouge but a face that not so long ago was as innocent 
as the dawn Over the way there l> a scraping, a> if 
a tin pail were being dr^t^d acro^v the pavement All 
along the streets of Pan» at this hour men and womeji 
like pi^ digging for troQc* are seekmg fortune in the 
bins The two extremes of the Underworld meet 
' dawn 

ragpickers of Pans are a race apart They live 
IS called the Zone a dutnet jost bcjxmd the 
o which even as 1 wnte are b^g demolished 
in dirty bttle wooden huts the ragpickers have their 
dweHirgs sleeping la the mornir^ , then sifting and selling 
the fruits of their labours they emerge from their hoveU 
at night to earn their daily head &metiine» children, 
quite small children may be seen helpmg their elders, 
for m the Zone ’ httle men and women begin to delve 
for their hvmg almost as soon as they can toddle- 
The men and women ra^icLers are not the cfAnr 
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de la crime of humanity Many of them have seen the 
inside of a jail on more than one occasion. But for the 
most part they are honest enough and only ask to be 
left alone and alloived to follow their trade wthout inter 
ference Broken meats and victuals cracked vessels 
scraps of doth or dothing all arc fish that come to their 
net With bent bada and their heads almost inside 
the garbage bins the chxffonterz (ragpickers) ®eem 
to fumble but in reality they are sorting the rubbish 
with the ejes and hant^ of experts Sometimes m the 
daivn one sees a pnnce of ragpickers a man who drives 
his own donkey and little cart Setting his steed at a 
trot he drwes back to the Zone with his ^y s catch 
in the hack of the cart 

The majority are not so fortunate they stufi the 
odds and ends like castaways from household wxecks 
into sacks and start a long and Meary trudge back to 
their huts 

Presently there will be a loud rumbling and groaning 
like the sound of hundreds of souls in agony and round 
the comer will appeir the dust carts driven by motor 
power Brawny men lift the bins and throw them mto 
the slow moving vehicle They are pitched back to the 
pavement empty and the cart moves on to the municipal 
dust destructor 

Presently comes the pitter patter of felt shppers 
the milkmaids (diades of countr> bred Ph>lk>) and 
the bread-carriers make their appearance The bloom of 
the country has not jet disappeared from these country 
wenches faces they are used to early riamg They 
ru^ an unseen hand releases a catch and the girls 
are swallowed up in the bouses they climb from floor 
to floor leaving the milk and bread outside the doors 
of the fiat dwellers 

Again the doors open and there appear tlie conaerges 
then hair hidden by gaudy handkerchief.. Each one 
has a broom and begins to sweep the pavement from 
the door to the curb Leaning on their broom handles 
the conaerges. stop wurk and gossip Your seaets and 
mine dear reader arc canvas^ by our conaerges to 
whom nothing is sacred. They Imow what time we 
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of the kind which exjsU between two boxers both hai« 
their eje on the pnrse If there is no visit from a petit* 
amie the Heels listlessly looks through the momuig 
newspaper usually the one whidi is known £« le j&tirral 
des ccmcurgez fhen slowl> but 'vitli an eje on the 
clod, the Heels puts on her svarpaint for the mghts 
battle for existence 

It IS a dreary business this preparation for the fraj 
But later when jou drop into Maxim s or the Dead Rat 
jou wdl find the HeeU without a sispi of weariness on 
her face Night after night she s\t» there waiting 

wailing Perhaps someore mv ites her to supper 
and she ivill talk and laugh and drink champagne and 
be amusing with her chatter But all the trniP behind 
the laughter she is asking herself Is my night to be 
wasted like tlus? 

Theman bids her good night and Iea% es her disappointed 
She sib and wnib while the weary hours drag along She 
has heard all the tones before her mouth bwmes suUo 
as the night grows older The> call her a daughter of 
io> a painted butterd> Yes a butteTB> which has 
been broken on the wheOs of life 

The lught wears on ma>be »t is rent daj to-morrow 
and the Heels wonders what she is gomg to tell the con 
aerge if her luck does not change The orchestra lengthens 
the inten'ab between tunes lor the restaurant is becoming 
emptj and lifeless and Heels and her listers look at the 
dock with ej es that are becoming haggard wiUi despair 
\Mien a man comes in the> look up brightly with hope 
that sprii^ eternal but the man scry likely sees 
them as vultures seeking their prey sits down alone 
pays for his dnsk and quickly goes out 

\\eary and dreary the Heels prepares to go home 
gathermg together bet belongmgs from the doakroom 
and going out mto the street elbowing her way through 
the crowd of chasseurs n^ht cabmen and hangers-on 
•to the skitb of the night buds 

Often am I asked How is it that the Parisians 
can go to their offices in the morning when they <pend 
night alter night in the catds and restaurants? I 
inscribe this question on my tablets as a pendant to ths 



i8 THE UNDERWORLD OF PARIS 

one ^iuch journalists are so often aslced " How do 
editors get enough news to fill the neswpapcrs ? ’ It 
'H’oulcl take a book to amiier that question, so I must 
dismiss It , but the former one can be replied to here 
and nmv 

The answer is ' TIic^ don t ' The questioner laiiaJiy 
lifts his ejebrons in further question when he gets this 
answer, and 1 am sure that not one m ten belieies me 
1 cannot help it , u is true Parisians do not stay up 
ail night in cafda They leave that to the night birds of 
all nations Go where you will m klontmartre or ehe- 
where, and you will Led all the night haunts packed 
tight with men and worocn who appear to be enjoying 
themselves iiere and there you hear the British or 
American accent and you recognise leUowr coentryteen. 
But ot coarse, you say sot ^ the<e people can be 
foreigners . some of them at least must M hreochmefl 
So they are, but not Parisians 1 will guarantee that 
if you would take a census ol the frequenters of the night 
cal^ on any occasion except on the lught of a holiday, 
y'ou would not find twenty Parisians in the room 
There are very likely a certain number of Trenchmen 
op from the provinces, men on business, on pleasure, 
or those who are muuog the two Then they return to 
their homes and their provinciai lives whi^ are just 
as hundium as any life in provincial England A day's 
work, an apinUj and a hwd of manillc before dinner 
then bed Thousands and thousands of Parisians are 
leading the same lives in Paris They are all around 
you You never see them you say? Of course you 
do not The Frenchman s home may be hut ten yards 
from the spot where yon are talking to him but it wall 
take you ten years to pass his threshold But of this 
phase of Me 1 shall have more to say presently 
The point IS that the people you see, the night bird; 
of Paris arc. excluding the women ninety per cent 
foreigners— South and North Americans, Greeks British, 
Spaniards, Italians, and once upon a tune, Russians 
and Gomans About eight per cent will be provincial 
and the rest (I will grant you this) Parisians That is 
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the answer to the qnestion, ‘*How do Pansians manage 
to get to their offices in the morning ^ " 

Paris night hie was aeated for foreigners 1 might 
even say that foreigners pkjcd a great part m cieatmg 
the night We Take, for instance. Mamms It is run 
by a British company , so is the Frolics One might 
continue the list until one found that more than half 
of the best known night establuhmenU w ere either financed 
or owned by foreigners That is a side of the night We 
of which little has hitherto been said 
It 13 the same with the troop of girls who come on m 
short skirts and bare legs and who sing an unmteUigible 
song You turn to jour companion, for here is something 
which ti "so French, dont jon know" But jou are 
wrong Those girls come from Liverpool, where there 
is a school which turns them out hke sausages from a 
toachine, and troops ot them are delighting audiences 
from Constantinople to Antwerp 
A bj -product of the war, when most of the night haunts 
shut dovTn entire]), the waiters into the trenches 
and the red coated ordiestra into internment, was 
night dub But this was not altogether a success, and 
war or no war people wanted to enjoy themselves This 
led to a revuv al of the early rooming v'lsit to the markets, 
the Cov’ent Garden of Pans 


m 

LES HAUES 

Back of the right bank of the Seme, where the bird 
fanciers’ shops are j on will find the Parb» Markets Another 
approach to them is straight away down the Rue Mont- 
martre Go through Les Halles any time between nine 
in the morning and nightfall and jdu will find yourself 
in an abyss of dirt and desolation Just after nightfall 
the Markets are dean, and^withm a few hours then will 
be filthy dirty again 

An hour or a httle more after sunset the first amv'als 
dnbble m, and then as the night advances, the stream 
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tluckccs, carts high, loaded with rnahle ever 

the cobbles , men atsd ntniKn amre on foot to take 
away the inai> and \ege!ables, w^ch have am\cd with 
the dew fresh upon them 

The Hahes are as old fashioned as anylhiEg to be foraid 
m Pans Other things have moved slowly towards 
modemaess, bvt the mootb of the Citj has neier 
had the attention of the dentist. Any great market 
in any capital atj acts as a magret to all lands of eitra- 
ordinary characters, ard m the wt>e Pkns j» exactly like 
any other aty Co%ent Gaiden, I remembw. used to 
possess a restaurant which opened expressly f<rr the 
market people and on the tBranirg after a Cbient Garden 
ball It was Uie rcndezvocs of a rertaia class of Londoners 
Pans, which has so many things to show %-isJtors, has 
ne>cr attempted to parade the Central ilarket, so those 
who hare foned their way thither hare done so when 
Daise Pans was htken ofl her guard 

If CoveLt Garden can show one eating house which 
caters for the fertnighUy night btrd 'I bcheie J sm nght 
m Id ciasg (hat (he Cox-cct Garden hall» only occur 
once to two weeks -') les Halles take the pas o%er it, 
ard can boast of sei era! In tfaedas-a when 2 was y omtger, 
the cabaret, knawn as the Chien Qm Fume (the Smokmg 
I^) was a place for the more ads-enlurous of a^t bird*. 
Its d^cceration only serted to increase its attractanz 
for those who wished to see life Once a humble 
but respectable eating and drinking establtshmeat for 
the market folk, it gradually fell into disrepute and was 
soon a noted place for e%Tl chajaaeis Apacha of the 
male and feiaale gender UiCd to palxonise it, and it became 
fcnovTi as a place to be kept away from, althou^ there 
were always people who used to say Oh Mr Greenwali. 

do take us to that amusing place near the Markets you 
know where all those Ap^es are But it was a daa- 
gCTous proceeding to play bear-leader to honeymooning 
coaples who wanted to collect adveoturts as other people 
collect postage stamps to exhil^t the collection on their 
letum to Suburbia, where I imagine Sir Greenwali must 
have acquired a reputation he by no means desired 

Other places around the BaBa basked in the reSected 
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gloTj of the more notonoos dnnking shops, and quite 
soon the “ patrons," v.ath notevorthy acnmen, saTi there 
>in5 more profit to be extracted from the sjghtsoftng 
tonnsts than from the market porters, who only visited 
these places because they w-ere obhged to do to Le 
Pere Tranquil was a stnbng example of one who made 
hay while the electric arc lamps glowed Father Tranquil 
was fairly tranqial at tlie beginning llis was, andstiUis, 
quite a small place facing the Markets Downstairs there 
IS a little zinc co^e^ed bar, and here the market porters 
ivere wont to dnnk their matutinal cup ol coffee accora- 
pamed by a " bttlc glass the said gla^s containing cognac 
or vieus marc 

But the market porters were not out seeing life They 
shrugged their shoulders unamiably at the women gowned 
in vcr> Uttle, accompanied bv men who had drunk many 
little glasses before sisiiing les Hailes Die patron of 
the P&e Tranqml was wise in his generation Upstairs 
there was an empty room doing nothing not bringing 
in a sou to the coffers Le Pire spent a little money on 
tables and chairs, some tabledofhs etc , and there tras 
a famous restaurant all read> for the night birds 

They came in droves Business boomed Lc Pire 
grew nch — and somewhat foolish He tried to emulate 
Oliver Twist and ‘ wanted more — monej The greasy 
looking waiter gave wa> to a pukka tnailre rf'AoVl, and 
there were serving damsds and what not and the prices 
leaped accordingly The cail\ morning breakfast' of 
tradition m the Halles consists of onion soup, ham and 
a bottle of wine Three people foreigners, two nen 
and one woman partook of thu modest me^ and were 
presented with a bill totalling £22 They protested 

Then there ippeared (so I wrote m the Daily Exptesz 
at the time) tliree tall men dad m corduroy trousers 
the red waist sash and the peaked doth cap which are 
the customary wear of Pans hooligans Ihcy got up 
from a table and adopted sudi a threatening attitude 
that the trembbng guests pad the bill and le^i in a hurry 
The hooligans, however, followed them outside and 
knocked them about 

The pobce were mfonned of this extortion by violence, 
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sad early the next m or m ag raided the Pire TraaqaiL 
Sixty persona were arrested and taken to the police station 
and inade to produce their papers Six of theta -were 
discovered to be cnmmals wanted bj the pohie for s’anoos 
oSences 

For some daj-s the restaurant remained qmet, but 
very soon the night lards returned to their oesl 
You may go to the Pere Tranquil any night— <fr rather 
monuog — and find it peaceful Bat jou may go on« 
again and wish you had not After yoar round of the 
Montmartre haunts yon wend ynur way to the Halles. 
Your taxi raong at breakneck speed passes long lines 
of slowly moving carts loaded most neatly with piles 
of cabb^^es carrots and other market pr^uce. ^ey 
are going trtiere you are going but their purpose is not 
the same. 

Yoor taxi will probablj not be able to pecetnte nght 
into the Kalies, therefore you discharge it and maU 
the rest of jour way on foot, treading down robbidi 
of all kinds and elbowing and poshing your way through 
the busy throng you eweatuaDyaniie at juar destination 
Downstairs j-on hnd a tiny bttle bar behind which a 
man xn his shirt sieeves is serving glasses of steaming 
hot coffee and many bttle glasses of alcohol At the 
far cad of the bar there is a steep staircase up which 
jou dunb 

y<m find j’onrself in an oblong room xntb tables running 
right round A waiter pilots j-ou to an empty taWe, 
and after a boiom young woman has removrf your 
wraps, you have time to look around and take stod. 
of 5 onr fellow guests. Any loadoo police court magis- 
trate would, I feel sure, gise e%cry man and woman here 
SIX months by ]Qst looking at bis or her face. Indeed, 
the faces are not pleasant You are sitting within a few 
paces of where thousands ore toihiig bard for their bare 
existence, who year m and year ont rise long before 
the day u aired and work m the Markets But here are 
those who neither tod nor spm. 

Wcsnai with gorgeous gowns have dropped the artificial 
manner they were displaying a few hours ago when yon 
sawthemattheDeadRatorJbxfms They are revertmg 
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to type as the night merges into morning Here a student 
of human nature wQl soon pick out the daughters of 
concierges and nusherwomen which Tnan> of these glrU 
are "ftey gesticulate like fishwives and their language 

You will perha^ be astonuhed to hear many of the 
women speakmg German those who but a few hours 
ago you heard speaking Trendi and whom jou %ery 
likely thought were Pansicnnes If they take jou into 
their confidence they wiU tell you they are Abatuns 
for Pans abounds with them now But unlike many 
Alsatians they speak remarkably good German. 

Over there are two women sharing a phial of cocaine. 
They do it openly in the early hours m the Halles. Gomg 
from table to table and talking gibberish is a drunken 
French sailor— apparently the omy Frenchman in the 
place Hu» breast is coveted with war ribbons What 
be 15 doing here is a mystery \t a table near the middle 
of the room there are three new am%-als two men and 
one woman The woman is English vivanous and 
rather pretty She seems to be sbppmg out of her gown 
and the pearU she is wearmg could never acknowledge 
an oyster for a mother The taller oj her two compamoM 
is a ivell known English crook m Pans He has 
polished manners — his best asset He talks amusuiglj 
to the other roan — a mystery man — who poses as 
Irish count but whom the police know to be of Hungarian 
birth 

Some Amencans come in ^'^xy noisilj Some of them 
have seen the inside of Sing Su^ and their records since 
they came to France with the array are bad An Amencan 
detective who vuited one of the establishments m the 
Halles referred to his. country-men whom be saw there 
as bad men He might l^\e addwi that they were 
also gunmen for on more than one occasion there 
has been gun play in the neighbourhood of the Halles 
The hooligans whom I mentioned in connection with 
the raiding of the Pere Tranquil are not alvays to be 
seen on the premises bat they are withm had H ^ 
rare indeed that the night or what remains of it p^jj^ 
without an madent of some krod destroying the harmoav 
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of the mght birds It may be s quarrel between tvtj 
Heels apropos of a isan, a debt, or son'ething perfect^ 
iT-sigiuficarit. and in a moment the place ism an uproar 
Gfe<ses S.y, aecks itekoockedoS fcottfes and the opponents 
use them as weapons UnULe Enghshwomoi of tbs 
class, who usually scratch when they C^t each other 
the Trenchwomen take bottles, glasses, or anything 
el&e that is handy with which to hurt one another 

A fight usually ends m both p^ies to the battle bcirg 
bundled out of the room and down the staircase into , 
the street but when their male fnecds take a hand in 
the fight (as 'tTj often happens), the waiters gi'e up 
fry-ng to intervene and the ‘ patron ' spends fiis twne 
appealing for the police and at the same time hoping 
they wfll not come 

It would be impossible to raid these estabhshicents 
ui the markets without laying hands on wanted mminals 
and It IS strange that raids are not earned out more fre- 
quently than they are. As long as the restaurants are 
kept open for the market people they are fulfiUmg a 
want but when they become the happy hnoUng ground 
of the scum of the night life of Pans, it is tune ^ey were 
stamped out 

In the hours preceding the dawn you wiU find the 
dregs of the Underworld of Paris assembled around les 
Halles 
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GUIDES 

Do >ou ixant a guide ar? 

No man who has ever been on a visit to Pans can have 
-failwi to have had these words said to him at some time 
or another probably several times The guide is one 
of the blaci'est stains on Pans life He is a guide in 
name onlj he is a fnend but unto himself and his philo 
sopby consists in swindling his patron to the utmost of 
his bent The guide is the agci t de lmo» as it were 
between the seeker after adventure and the Underworld 
of pans Ilia happy hunting ground is around the Place 
de lOp^ra but >ou will hnd him anywhere between 
the comer of the Rue de la Chaussfe d Antm and the 
comer ol the Rue Saibc He hovers between a wurld 
famous tourist agency at the comer of the Avenue de 
1 Opera and an English bank which is opposite Inside 
the agency s office there u a pnnled notice warning visiters 
that the guides who stand outside have nothing at all 
to do with the agency The agency of course is m no 
way responsible for the pests vwho waylay unwary persons 
and the management say the> can do nothing to do away 
with the men who buttonhole one outside 
Man) times the police have been approached to put 
down the nuisance but they wiSi only act when they 
can catcli a guide guilty of a misdemeanour and the guide 
IS ver) very seldom caught Tbe> appear to act singly 
but m reality the) form one o( the greatest unions for 
evil whicJi exist in Pans And if one could put into 
words the amount ol ruination these men have caused 
the result VTOold be startling 
Blackmail and theft are but two of the crimes of which 
they are guilty They were pests before the war and 
durii^ hostihties they preyed on officers on leav e m Pans 
Since the war they have redoubled their activities and 
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the pobhc hears hot seldota of thar otoes, for the simple 
reason that their victiins, ■**o are oftea mamed mm 
shaa jrtiblxaty In all my esrpenence of Paris I hare 
never found a guide who srb of French birth They 
arc practically aU Rnsstan Poles some of whom have ac- 
qmred rrench or American nationality If a would be 
patroaiscr of a guide would onl> foot with seemg eyes 
at these men’s shifty appearance their unhealthy, greasy, 
bestial faces, he irould turn aw35 la disgust, and the 
guide would hare to do sometbrng el»e for a Liing 
Were it not so tragic, it would be comic indeed that these 
men should have the impertinence to offer thor service 
as guides to Pans The> know nothing and care less 
about the hi^toncal and ardutectoral beauties of the 
French capital Thctr one idea ts to get as much money 
out of j on as p(»ttb{e and to get it as quickly as mssible. 
The oaly places they cm guide jou to— the only 
places they want to guide you to— ore the hceased houses 
of lU-fam^ Should you ask then to take yon to see 
any hi:>toncal mooumest the> will accept with al^cnty 
Thea j'ou will $« what happens 
They will make any kmd of an excuse to temporise 
they will suM«t that you take some refreshmeot before 
yoj start Ihei mO whispcrallonagsuggestioosof pretty 
udies They will produce fAotographs. If 3-00 agree 
to take some refresoment with them they will walk away 
with you to one of the many houses in the neighbourhood.'* 
They will sit very quietly with you while 30a spend mone}’ 
Thdr questKins to you will appear ban^ess. The} 
win ask casually where you are staymg , they will do 
their best to learn your name and your home addr^s 
mid they will most certainly ask if you are married 
Beware mj fneads beware of your replies. If the guide 
sees there is nothing more to be got oat of >ou, he will 
surest leaving and for hi* " semce *’ he will ask a very 
modest fee But he collects a percentage from the pro- 
on vdiat you have spent m the house. That 
the most innocent manner the guide bzs of making 
money He is a good judge of diaracter. and if he thinks 
30a are too strongmmded to be blackmailed you will 
hear no mo'e of him But if on the other hand, he has 
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ooUectcd enough infonnation about you, and tbtnks 
hu can inake some mote msacy, you mil find him one 
fine morning at your hotel 

He uill be lull of smiles and greetings, and ^'riU probably 
open the conversation by teUmg jou that he is temporarily 
embatrass^ lot funds If that doe^ not bring any offer 
of fin<incial assistance from you, he will change bis manner 
and surest that j’our family or your ftien(i> might hive 
to hear details of j our little \^1 with him If you do not 
fall into the trap he will leave you, muttermg threats 

But the guide lb always on the lookout for tiie man 
who IS of an adventurous tom of mmd In tbe pre- 
lu^ary conveisation with jon the guide will sound jou 
about your knowledge of Paris If he sees that vice 
m the everyday sense of the word, makes no appeal to 
you, he will be ever ready with some other proposal,, 
all of which he intends to tom into money for himself 
Here IS a story, every word of which 1 vouch for 

One nanters morning, about two years before tiie 
war, a tall young man came staggering out of the Madeleme 
Church m Pans He fell, rather than walked, down 
the steps to the street, and then staggered about the 
pavement m a manner in whidi men usually bdiave 
when they have drunk of strong waters Passers-by 
stopped to giggle , a aowd rapidly gathered, and then 
the inevitable policeman appeared He took, m the 
situaUon at a glance — or thwght he did — and curled 
hia Up sarcasUciUy Here was another of those young 
Englm visitors who bad come to Pans to have a good 
time '"id caijoy himself, and who had got drunk m 
the process But the y'oung man was neither English 
nor drunk He was taken to the pohce-station, where 
he told a most remarkable story So reniirkable was 
the story, that a prominent official from the Surety (the 
French Scotland Yard) was sent for Then an inter- 
preter was fetched, and eventually a telephone message 
was sent to the office of tbe Canadian High Commissioner, 
requestmg the despatch of an official This was the 
story the young man told 

He was a Canad«ji isho had dealt in real estate and 
had made money He decided on a visit to Europe 
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He tool. s. ticket to London, whce he spent a tss*, 
and then be n:2de up tts to visit the South of Ffttcs 
He bad rerer \ist^ Pam so he decided to travel 
night from London and to spend a few hours in Pcis 
before hia tram left fot the South in the eveninc He 
came 'la the I'ewha'en-IhQipc rou*f, and axnied et 
the St Laaare station in the early hoisr^ of the mc'umg 
He put his luggage tn ^e cloakroom at the statum, asd 
put the receipt la fua pocLet*t>ook afongside a coisKferaHe 
sum of monej he had n notes Then he walled ont 
of the station, intending lo see Pans HU footsteps led 
him, as they hate led 50 many other people to the Place 
de 1 Opira, vhich for all intents and purposes may he 
compared to Picxaddly Circus He stopprf end gared 
for some minutes at the wonderful pfle which is the Pans 
Opera House, and then vhat ircre natural than be sho Jd 
start to walk down the Aieat-e de lOpira’ 

Passing the toonst agenc> office which I ha\e already 
tnentioa^ be iras accosted 1^ a gude^an ear)} bird out to 
catdi the early wmo The guide spun off his isualpi^ 
about prettj ladies but it esoked do acceptire response 
from the ^ourg Csnadim However, the td‘4 of hm^ 
a guide was not av erse to the young man who \ eiy sag^v 
thought that as he bad a few hours to spend la Pans 
he msjdit just as well put hunself in the hands of a re- 
sponsible person who tecw Pans, who Imew the ropes 
and wfio could take him around and show him the 
The guide, seeing that his prospective client was lidy 
to slip through h*5 Engers if be coatiaued hia talk about 
pretty fadies dianged his tactics and becoming ic*fui»eJy 
senous said ' \Miat would jou like to see sir ? The 
5-oaag Canadian thought for a monieat any then replied 
that be woold hke to sec soire Apache> Probably the 
memory of some storj he had read in a home newspaper 
bad dished across his mind The guide did cot sade 
Here was manna dropped straight from Heaven The 
ginde thought bia lucky star was indeed la the ascendant 
lli looked the imaug laaa over and summed him op 
' Of course I can take you to stx some ^padi®. but 
it costs rather a lot of manqr.* he said. The Caa a diaa 
answered that it did not matter, as he bad p’raty of 
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Tttoney he vras here on a holiday, and requested to be 
taken to the Apaches as quickly as possible 

The guide now quite sure of his prey called a cab 
and gave an address whidi the Canadian did not under 
stand They drove some vra> and then stopped m 
front of a house and wcarit upstairs to the third floor 
where the guide opened the door with a 1 ey They entered 
in ordinary poorly furnished room There was nothing 
much there but two or three chairs and a table The 
guide told his companion to sit down wUicli the Canadian 
did 'nien he MLS invited to take a drink and accepted 
Theguidesaid Isupposeyouwouldlikesomcwhiskey ’ 

The young man assented The guide contmued I 
don t dnnk whiskey myaeU but I U tike something else 

He then went to a cupboard and took out two bottles 
and tivo glasses He poured out a stiff drmk of whiskey 
and handed it to hia companion Drmk that he said 
They clinked glasses ui the Trench fashion and 
the next thing the Canadian knew was that he wt* sitting 
on 1 chair lu a church and feeling scry lU Drugged 
of course 

He had absolutely no recollection of anytlimg after 
drinking his whbkev \t the police station he found 
that aU his money had gom and also h& cloakroom 
ticket Tlie police went to the St l^arc station but 
of course the luggage had gone too The Canadian iras 
taken by detectives to the place where he had 
picked up the guide to try and •‘Ce if he could 
identify him among tho e who wexe assembled there 
but of course he could not He tried to gtv e a description 
of the man and for him no doubt it was a very faithful 
description but to the police it might have faeeu a word 
p cture of any of the dozen men that hang about outside 
the agency office 

^^lth no money and no fnend. and no dothcSi the 
yuuig Canadian was a rather forlorn per=oa After 
making the necessary inquiries the High Commissioner 
gave him a ticket back to Canada where he relumed a 
sadder, and it is to be hoped a waser man 

\\'i<dom and sadness often go hand In hand— tho momfiig 
after the night before — but it » astonishing how much_^ 
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qcifs onoecessaiy soflemg ostjid bfi avoided by a little 
forettoTight ilea go bicndenng into ad'entiare >ntH 
then" £5-6$ wide open, and the conseqtierces are often 
to be deplored. Once, to my certam knowledge the 
blimdeniig of two j-ouag men might have had the graiest 
conseqnecces for Engird dnrmg the Great War It 
wiU be recalled that British Ministers were \eiy often 
summoned to Pans doruig hostilities, and they alwas-s 
made their headquarters at the Hotel CnUioD, which 
is in the Place de la Concorde. A man I ktuiw \ er> well, 
the senelaij of a Bnbsh Slmister, met with a most as- 
founding' adienhire danag one of ^ese visits to Pans 
He told me the story the mcuning after it happened and 
I snU relate tt just as he tohl me It is a story which is 
true la every detail but I do not wish to harm my friend 
by givmg his name 

Ctae night dunng this panicnlar visit, the British 
3 tuuster was to be entertained at an oSctal dinner at 
the ^y 84 e the residence of the {Resident of the Repubhe. 
There had been 4 most momentous confoence in the 
afternoon when aSaits affecting the ntal interests of 
France and England had beo discussed Certain very 
important deo» 00$ were taken and they had to be made 
known to the Enttsh Cabinet m Loudon. This was put 
of the duty of my friend the secretary Alter he had 
received mstructions from his Chief, who went away 
to the official dinner, ray friend diced with some other 
members of the staff in the boteL They had the whole 
evening before tben, and did not know what to do TheV 
were at a loiise ecd My frierd had been to P!ans befere 
accompanying fus Chief on ofSaal business, but be did 
not lomw the French capital wcIL In fact be had merely 
dmed out m restaurants This particular evening be 
thought he would devote a few hours to seeusg the sights 
Heated one of his fricxafc the secretary of a minor 
official, to accompany him Keitbcr of them spoke a 
word of French 

Th^ left the hotel and strolled along the Place de U 
Concorde to the comer of the Rue Royale where they 
were accosted by a gc-de, who I scspect had been foUowtcg 
them He asked them, in Enghsh. of course whether 
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they would like to see the sights The tvo men looked 
at one another for a moment and consented Without 
another word hmg spoken the guide called a taxi and 
ga\e an address The three men entered the cab and 
drove to iihat iras for tv.'o ol them an unVmown destination 
As usual they slopped before a house in a street ivhich 
neither of the two Engbshmen knew The cab was 
dismissed and the three men went upstairs Mj friend 
told me he was not at all suspicions of anything extra 
ordinaij being about to happen He merely thought 
himself rather foolish for following an unknown man 
but thmVipg the matter would soon be dosed he con 
tvnued climbmg the stairs wondering all the time what 
he svas going to see 

The guide stopped sajnng Here we are and rang 
the beU of a fiat The door was immediately opened 
by a woman They were invited to walk like fiies 

mto the parlour The> went into an ordinary sittmg 
room and sat down Tbe% heard the guide talking outside 
the room to the woman Then the door hut and thue 
was silence The two men looked at each other rather 
uncomfortably and wondered what iras going to happen 
ViTule they were tbmking about it a woman opened the 
door and walked into the room 

She was not a nice looking woman I am told but 
she was mcelj dressed m a walking costume She wore 
a hat M ithout any preluomaiy beating about the 
bush she said m excellent English I want ten thousand 
francs The first impidse ol the two men was to laugh 
it seemed so intensely funny that a woman whom they 
had never seen before should ask for ten thousand francs 
but one look at the womans lace was enough It was 
quite evident that it was no laughing matter She was 
in dead earnest 

Jly fnend «poke up and said Why •should we gi\e 
you ten thousand francs’ What for ’ Send our guide 
in here immediately 

The woman said in reply I will give you ten minutes 
to think It over and left the room locking the door 
after her Many and many a Ume smee my fnend told 
me of his adventure have I thought over the case and 
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wondered whether the people who were keepm* these 
tw 0 meo to racsoin w ere aware of th e rank of their prisoners 
I ha>e coae to the amdu&ioQ that thej were not , other* 
vriic, they would have adopted quite different irethcda 
of procedure But try and visuil« the situation. Here 
was the secretary of a British Minister with secrets 
affecting mtlLons of tt> fellow conrtrjiDcn I<^ed in 
his breast, locked m a room m a bouse and street which 
he had neicr seen before Hi> Cist thought was to shout 
for help and his second thought was to keep quite quiet 
They talked the matter over between them, and decided 
to bargain with their captress Thej' were counting 
Ibeir raoncj' when she came back into the room 
'‘WtU," she said 'have >-ob made up >onr minds 
to hand otcr tbo:.e ten thousand francs’ ' Xly fnead 
excised that the> did not possess that amount of ironey 
' Eh bicn, ' said the wociaa eaixn!> gt%e me all yov 
have on ^ou “ She stood over them whde thev emptied 
their pocket books Then they picked up Ihetr hats 
and walked to the door which the woman opened and 
closed again the moment they were on the outside of 
It. They went downstairs to the street It was pitch 
DO lights being allowed m Pans on account of air 
rads They could not see the namb«n^ of the house, and 
when thc> got to the comer of the street the blue enamel 
plate whidi is alwuj's to be found at the comer of eiery 
street m Paris it was loo high for them to read the name 
stated there m the dark. Thej thought of looking for 
a policeman, but not being able to speak a word of French, 
they decided that that would not be an> good. So thej 
walked about until they found a cab choie back to the 
Hotel Crillion and had to borrow the money to pa> their 
fare. 

Mv fnend asked my adnee, but I told him the best 
thing to do was to drop the whole matter They had 
lost a considerable sum of money but I knew that if they 
mfomed the police, the French aewapapers would have 
got bold of the story the rtKme> womd never have been 
recovered and the police would never have discnvered 
the authoiu of the outrage il> advice was taken 
A stupid and banal story if you like, but yxsxi must 
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remember that the chief figure m it was the secretary 
of a Minister My friend ^Ved me as I daresay many 
of my readers \vill ask themseltes whetlier it was likely 
that they were the iictims of a plot of an\ kind I do 
not thn^ so Guides loiter outside the best known 
hotels and m all probability this particular guide was 
merely on the lookout for «ome wcU-drcssed Englishman 
from whom, by hook or by crook, a considerable sum 
of money might be obtamM One of my chief reasons 
for «>ming to this condosion la the fact that seicral 
of the Pans guides were as I ha\e mdicated m another 
chapter, implicated in espionage cases and if he had 
known the identity of his victims mitttrs would ha\e 
gone hard with them and it is quite possible that they 
would neicr ha\e returned afrie to their hotel 
In one other cunous adientun brought about b\ two 
men listening to the wiles of a Pans guide 1 my&cU plat ed 
a part t had a friend from London stayuig with me 
over the Easier holidays He was returning to London 
the neat morning and as it tras bis last night m Ports 
I bad agreed to stay up late with him and iisit «ome of 
'' the aU wght caffe m MontroarUe 

e were walking up the Rue Pigalle about two o clock 
m the morning and passing a house on the right hand 
side, nearly at the top of the hill I thought I heard •lome 
faint shouting SSe stopped and Litcued but could 
hear nothmg We were about to continue our walk 
when we distinctly heard a shout A \Dice appeared 
to be crying for help and the voice was unmistakably 
English yy e retraced our footsteps and listened mtently 
There was again silence, and then again we heard the 
poignant ay, and this tune wu traced the shouting as 
coming through an uon graung m the pavement y\e 
looked up at die house which was all m darkness Then 
we rang the bell 

There was no reply Agam and agam we rang, and 
eventually the door Qpen« just ajar The concierge 
j who on all Trench apartment houses, sleeps m a little 
room near the main door, had rtleiacd the pneumatic 
spring which had opened the door We went inside, 
leaving the door open bdund us 
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" Ccfflccrge, ccTJtiefgtl ** I &ov\e6 A cnfilrd, sleqT 
vo«a asied me whal I warted. I said I \»-acirt to 
to tie ojaaerge. The txi.ce toJd, fee to go ivzy acd 
$iot tie door, ciiersose the wc-ald be caJ-oi. 

It Is I « bo «aU call the police li yxin don i arcie tee 
Laaetkjtelj, ’ 1 Mid. 

Thee were frtsb gtnaUusgs Sid anttcnE£S, and 
then lie little glass door opened, and a nian caisc cot 
hoJdirg ta hs band a rer) semceabJe Jocting revchxr 
' SoBiewbeie dowsstairt in one cf ^Tinr ccihts there t* 
£□ LngLihmao being held there by force 1 sa&l The 
ctnoerge said I nas mad, and told ire I tad betiei p 
am 3 . osce again sajing he trould oh tbe poUe. It 
iras onl} bj adopting a trsi atutede that 1 made ten 
bnng a ciiudle ard cccsent to accompany my feitnd 
and rajself dtn»n into the odors \\ c aeat down, tie 
tliree oJ os tbe cocaerge la lic«t with a candle in ere 
toed and bia revotrer m the other tttu: we armed 
tB tie usdergrourd passage »? beard siouung 
s<en:’'gly from some tLstacce awa^ ify £necd ard 
I began to stout stytsg that tre irere EngbJi. We 
gropi^ ora ny alcng a lor^ 'nicding passage ht nnh 
bj tbe light of the flattering eacdJe. ard guiding oinselies 
by the sbimts At lost ve came to a docs* 

An trdiTJry thick oaken door one of can^ on bath 
s des cf tie passage. It was locked mth a podket. 
We were nonplussed for tbe roomert, but the cocaeige, 
who tbs lime was m a temfcJe bight, looked at tie 
padlock and said it ao ordisaiy one wbict bad teen 
pot cn a locg ttme a;o b} the landlord, and that he 
poiessed a duplicate key wbicb be wnuld go and fetch- 
In a few irotnerts be was back with the kej He 
epered the door and we stumbled into what tad been 
at some prcMoits time a cml cellar Right against the 
wall and directly cederseatfa the n-oa grating, were two 
young men, both of them m eseemg dress. Tte con* 
aerge kek«J as if be saw ghosts. The two Englnhmen 
foUowol us out of the ceCar, wert upstairs with us, and ^ 
there ta the hall of the bccs^ told os thear steep 
■Diej had come os-er to for a lark- Ttgr hod 
spent some very happy days and eights but they wanted 
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to see some ot the UndeA'orld of Paris before they left 
They had been accosted by a guide who took them out 
here there and everj-\\hert They both agreed they 
had taken a little too much to drink so when the guide 
invited them to go sotneahere where they would obtam 
a real glimpse of die Underworld they were game Thej 
as usual had no idea where ttwy were going He took 
them to the house where we had found them and they 
went into a very nice flat where a woman came to talk 
to them Thej were impatient to get on and see the 
Underworld but the woman and the guide kept on pressing 
them to drink Then they were suddenly asked for 
monej — a lot of money They said quite truthfully 
that they had hardly any money left fhey had spent 
it all Then spoke the guide You will give me a 
note he said instructing jour hotel to pay the beater 
the sum uid cated 

lU see ;^ou m Hades hnt one of the Englishmen 
te^ed 

Then both the guide and the woman burned out of 
the room and locked the door Wt they were not gone 
two minutes They returned vnlh three other men 
who rushed at the two surprised Englishmen quickly 
overpowered them and earned them kicking and fcghtmg 
downstairs and thrust them into the ccUax with the 
parting remark We will come back for jou to morrow 
when >ou have had time to come to jour senses But 
we shall have that money They said they had shouted 
for hours before we came to their rescue 
When the talc was finished I questioned the concierge 
He swore he knew nothing about the matter and I 
believed him He confessed that many of the fiats in 
the buildmg were let furnished and that there were some 
very rough customers kou know uhat Montmartro 
IS msieu he said with a shrug I did know what 
Montmartre is — and the Underworld thcrem — but here 
1 thought was an opportunity ol runnmg the people 
who had committed the outrage to earth 
I was provided with my coupe fil the httle piece of 
paste board which is a pohee pass and which gives the 
holder the right to a front seat at the Drama of Life I 
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had many friends at the Prefectm ol Pohce. acd knew 
ic\‘eral mea whow di.lj it Is to sarvtj Ihe cccupiBls 
of Uic furnished EaU of Paris OuidJ> I told the two 
men we bad rcsesied w^t I intended to d" 

" Don't do anj-thing of Ute kind, ylease," said coe 
of the tw ruefully “ ! don t want anjlhing to be known 
of this scrape " ffc ga\e me his card I glanced at it 
and recc^iscd the name 
' \m are "I b»an 
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Uk P^WStE^'lIE 

Some little time before I began to nnte this chapter 
I was walking down the Rue Rojnle and passing the 
famous restaurant >la*ims I saw two nuns sitting on 
the restaurant terrace drinUng beer 
I suppose the restaurant in the Rue Royale is one 
of the most famous m the world and there is no doubt 
but that its name is intimately associated with night 
We dancing music, and the popping ot charapigoe corks 
To see two sw’eet fac^ nuns Sisters of St Vmcent and 
St Paul m their grey cloaks and black burnous sitting 
there was comic and perhaps a little tragic Others 
by their covert smiles must have thought so too 
^The espUnation of bow the nuns came to be m such 
aspotisverv simple It was a very hot afternoon They 
had been collecting alms and visiting the sick and were 
very thustj so they sat down to <fimk a cool glass of 
beer To the pure all u port they say and the nuns 
knew naught of their surroundings 
I take the two nuns sitting outside 'Maxim s as a text 
for this section of my book ui which 1 intend to treat 
of the women of Pans It is somewhat difficult to dismiss 
in one section that out of which a whole book might 
well be made 

Once I was asked What is a Pansienne’ My 
questioner meant to inquire Where is the woman 
most typical of Paris to be found ? Is she the httle 
miduiette trotting down the Rue de la Paix with a band 
box hanging over her arm or is she the tall and stately 
mannequm who with queenly tread threads her way 
through the dressro^ers salons ? Maybe she is the 
tall and handsome woman vdio adorns the revue stage 
of Pans or is the Pansiame the mystenous She whom 
we see m the street vvalfai^j swiftly a dainty creature 
n 
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from the crown of her pretty hat to the toe of her smart 
patent leather shoes ? 

Whidi is the Pansietae? If I were allowed to say, 
" They are all Pansiennes " then I wodd be content. 
For I believe Uiey at! are of the type wlurti we label 
'* Pansieiuie ’’ But if you will not permit the generality, 
then T mast fall back and craie jour perrowion to ex- 
pound my theory that the mystenoos She t. the me 
who most comes up to the standard type 

The She was bero wi^ one object tn We — tn^mge 
That 13 still the alpha and om^ of the Frenchwoman’s 
fife They do not yet sit on junes or vote in elections 
Their educatioi ts better than the majority of En^h 
or American vromcn , but they are bred and Wongbt 
up m surroundings which are abnost Oriental A young 
French girl of decent family never goes out tmaccom- 
pasted until she marries A maid takes her 3ai fetdies 
her from school, her music and her pamting lessons 

There are few French theatres to whidi a young prl 
may go and it ts only dttnng very recent years that she 
has b^ allowed to play tennb with males and when 
she does, u b tost the same as when she dasces-^o' 
mother sits and watches her chicks. The French girl 
b« a tiol and on the amount of this depends the grade 
of her mamage which t> airmged between the two 
famdim in the same way as any business transactioa. 

It IS just a question of barter 
Then come the wedding, and liberty for the wife. 
She can now do as she hkes She role# her house or 
rather her flat, with a rod of iron. She does her own 
tn^-keting Her hosband expects her to be gay or senoos 
according to hi> mood and is She must know more 
than a little of lus business, and m nine cases out of ten 
she talas an active part in jt She attend> the theatre 
with her husband about once a week This and perhaps 
a vt>it to the racecourse now and then constitutes her 
amusements 

She IS happy She u a good mother and a good wife 
Her ecisteace is a bttle bumdnun perhaps bat <bs docs 
not know it She has two childreo a boy and a girl 
and you cannot imagiae her having none cr three Her 
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husband comes home just as she is finishing putting the 
children to b(*d She u now more a mother than the 
gay, pro\okmg coquetting woman her husband mamed, 
but as they leave the children’s bedroom together the 
mantle drops, and as they sit down lacing one another 
aCToss the dining room table, is once more " la belle 
Pansienne ” 

Go a little higher m the scale, m the circles known 
as the Faubourg St Germain, and >ou will find less of 
the true Pansienne type for so many of the impo\ enshed 
Frcndi aristocrats ha\ e married wives of foreign nationality, 
and their soaety is as colourless and international as, 
say, Fi/th Avenue and Maj-fair 
Go a little lower in the scale and \ou come to the women 
from whom the Underworld recruits its female population 
In this strata of soaety the women always work They 
begin when they are quite small, and when they marry 
they continue They have to seek joy where thev can 
Life for them u a \ cry senous business indeed 
Wages among the lower middle classes and the lower 
classes m France are exceedingly bad Of course they 
have increased, in many case^ trebled since the war 
but the cost of livmg has also gone upwards, and stajed 
up Therefore the married couples and those who have 
not thought it necossarv to bother either the mayor or 
the chur^ have both of them to go out to work They 
rarely have children It is only the middle classes and 
the very poor classes who have offspring m Fnince 

Even, as in some instances if the woman does not 
go out to work she docs all the work of the home alone 
washing cooking, making her own clothes and hats saving 
and acrapuig keeping herself ^mait and attracts e looking, 
making damty meals for her husband and takmg simple 
pleasures witli him on Sunday afternoons and the national 
holidays 

You see them arm m ann on the boulevards, walking 
slowly, stopping to look m the «hop windows which adorn 
the streets UTitn they arc tired and thirsty they sit 
down outside some humble eafii They obtain their 
fill of amusement by vratching the passing of the world 
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and h« va'e, and often thej eatcb sight of a iroman wJuse 
ebthcs ha\e cost more Uua iher annual income 
lxi\t of luxurj', or perhaps it ti-ould be ^ter to say 
a striding alter a little lorurj, lUs broeght maa^ Treca 
woioea into the UademorU A moment's hesitation 
when faced with temptatior— and then the dregs of 
the cup of Life Temptafton snrroanit> womtai on all 
sides xn Pans The worlgirls feed their oserheated little 
brajns cm no\-elrttes wbi^ deal with Life in a manaiT 
whidi would not be permitted ta England or Amena 
The wxrdi * los er *’ and *' mistress ' occur £requentl> 
Preipjcrtly of coarse, Vince b persecuted throughoat 
tlie no\Tl and triumphs in the last chapter but between 
the paper corers there u tnoch that is frank, and spades 
are enurd spade< and rot shosTh In other books there 
IS Ho p-cleace of making Alrtne tnumphant , lose and 
laughter and the gospel of having a good tone ’ are 
the texts 

Tlie nidinette dnrks it all u and returns to her home, 
which b often lackug tn the most dmentar) coBiforts 
XoieJette succeeds covelette /nsucctiiely the little 
roidineite looks round the streets on her wa> home to 
catch sii,ht of the Fauy Pnace la the Metro or in 
the omni^ he maj be waiting for her she thinks If 
she is pretty and attractive she will not have long to 
wait for her ftirce She will find fuia in lie Rue de la 
Paix as she comes tnppiag out from the workshop 
An in a cafe is l^t the stepping stone to little 

dmnere and perhaps a theatre or two The midinette is 
then lie a npe plum waiting to be pluckol Afterwards 
comes dbilln&ioa and sorrow 
Perhaps the girl wiU dnft from lover to lover, going 
on working nt the dressmakers and livmg at home but 
very often she shakes Ioo<% the sbackeb which bmd her 
and casU herself adnft The yawning abj'Ss. of the Ihider- 
wo Id confront, her and die is swahowtd op She joins 
the nmis of the sutcjbood of lost soola who piv their 
trade on the boolevards and in the caf&. 

Ajart from tljc love of luinny, there is another great 
factor m the hie of a Fansieiine, no matter from what 
class she may spring This facta b Love. Love to a 
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Trendiwoman is a %ery great adventure indeed It is 
not the kind 0! love o! which English girls dream the 
hold^ o{ hands in cmeraas the evchangc of kises the 
walks and talks which end m mamage Love m the 
life of a Frenchwjman means passion it is the Lind 
of love which bums fiercely, passion calL to passion 
before the feme flickers out 
Hundreds of married women have lovers Sometime 
the lovers are badielors sometimes thej are married 
men But it matters not which lliev are the end is 
the same A liason wall continue for jeais sometimes 
for a whole Wetime Quite often however it u. an affair 
of moiiAs or merely weeks The married woman dis 
erectly valed wall pass what thej call in French de 
citiq a sept in the rooms and arms of the loved one 
The hours from five to seven in the afternoon arc conse- 
crated to the worship of Cupid 
A Frenchman must have female society at least a 
couple of hours of hu dav mu>t be spent m the worship 
of Woman Look round raru and you wall find that the 
city la a jewelcaso wherein Woman leduitj as a goddess 
seekmg worship The Rue de la Paix wath its dress 
makets and mUlvaers and yewellcts exi&ls for only one 
thing— Woman The smart restaurants of the boule 
vards could not Use were it not lor women Then there 
are the estabh^mcnts in the Boi» and discreet little 
hotels but a few miles from Pans Tliey all look to 
Woman and her worshippers for their existence The 
little Cupid who presides over the fountain in Piccadilly 
Circus would be more at home m the Place Vendome 
Pans IS the home town of Love 
Love lb sometime^ mercenary lor there is a proverb 
m French which «avs In love tliere u> always one who 
loves and the oUicr wlio lets himself be loved The 
mannequin who hvs her little fiat and a maid the minor 
actress who lias a small house they K t themselv cs be 
loved And «ad to relate the titular lover u. not always 
tlie one who stands first in the heart and mind of the 
damsel More often than not the man who supplies 
the flat and the accessories is supplanted by the aimnt 
de coeur 
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that their Itners are untrue to them nevertheless they 
go on supplying them with money in the fear that the 
tsim vnU leave them 

Apart from the chasseurs and waiters there are thou 
sands of others who U%c respectable bvcs although they 
den%e their means of livelihood through channels leading 
to the Underworld The hotel* and 
which I have alreadv mentioned eroplov hundreds of 
men and women as chambermaids and valets The^ 
spend long hours as the handmaidens of vuce but their 
hand* remain undefiled b\ the pitch Thej come to 
Pan* buxom coontiy wenches with the bloom of the 
country on their cheeks ThMi laces soon Ic&e the bloom 
and although the^ soon find a lover — Love as I have 
already said being a great adventure in every French 
womans life — they temam respectable acs»rdmg to the 
French standard of morals 

Take again the en»e of the theatre guls and the girb 
employed in the taking of films In the most cjmcal 
wa> in the world the managers refuse to pav a Using 
wugiv They know it is uot necessary because they can 
get thousands of pul* who come to them by tea*on of 
the glamour of the fife 

Almost ans dw in the small adveru*ement5 on the 
back page of the Pans daily newspapers you will fod 
a two Ine advertisement asking for figurartes or 
m English show girl* And if you take the trouble 
to pass by the stage door ol the theatre which i* advei 
tiiiag you will find a long Ime of applicants although 
they know only too well that the pay will not keep them 
m sQL stockings 

Perhaps not one of th«c show guL has a ndi lover 
and a motorcar as b unained by the writer of the 
novelette so beloved by the httle midinette but there 
1 * always a man in the background the man who pa>-s 

Sometimes but very rarelv m the case of the F^ch 
show gul* there is a man who makes the girl a moithh 
allowance of some kind but in the majority of cases it 
1 * just a e:Be of the wonderful fatal man who may be 
a derk or a shop ass^tant but who shares hi* aamsf 
with his sweetheart: 
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* The gill do all the work of the tiny flat 
cookuijr TTOaderfol meals on a little gas stove, and 
in her spare time makisg and re-arraaging her 
clothes She goes to the theatre seven tunes a ireefc. 
and there are matmte oa 'ni£irsda55. Saturdij’s and 
Sondays, as well as on all natioml bohdays . but, never- 
theless she finds tune to look after her lover s comfort 
\Vhen the curtain falls on the last act of the revue 
leaving a stage full of semi-nude Ucking show girls and 
dancers the girL. make a dash op the winding stone stair- 
cases leading to the dressing rooms and there they hastily 
remove the greisc paint and harricdly scramhle into their 
out-oi-door dothe^ so that they may catdi the last home 
going Metro and tram which hnn^ tbenj to the arms of 
their lowers 
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BUlCKStAlt 

OvE of the wjrst crunci m the Uaderwoild of Fans is 
blackman Beocse Pans is the ilecca of so many thoa 
sands of tra\ciliog forejgnas men and women ha%c 
made the capital a centre for extorting money from those 
too we^ minded to resist Detect!' es of mtemational 
reputation ha\e told me that Pans contains more black* 
maileis than any other large atj m the world 
Fruidi detectives have pointed out to me one of the 
most notonous blackmailers they have ever had to deal 
with It was ^ears ago when 1 first saw him but he is 
still up and down the boulev'aida lumg on a special form 
of blackmail and although he t> known to the pobce 
he has not been through their hands for >‘cars, 305! 
because hi» victims wiU not prosecute 
Ihts man i» tall and well-dressed He saunters alone 
rather slowly He is a Roumanian and is not good 
fookmg Hb hair u now sfightf) gTe> To those who 
do not know who or what he b the roan gives the im- 
pression of being a simple f4neur Watdi bun, and 
>•00 wall notice that he alvrap keeps his e>es open for 
a prettv or weH-dressed woman He is able to pidL out 
a foreigner at a glance 

The Roumanian will follow a woman to see at what 
hotel she is stajmg ard then he will haunt the Iobb> 
until he finds an opportumtj of g«*lting mto conv ersation 
with her 

Of course the man mav be rebuffed but there are 
thousands of women and the roan is content with an 
occasional nibble at ht. bait Any woman who faUs mto 
this mans dutdics will have reason to regret it 
In honeyed accents the Ronmanian talks soft notbmgs 
to his victim He poses as the good intentioned fellow, 
fer> lonely and disspinted, who b seeking the conso- 
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lation of con\-mali6a wth a ssatw sotJ Effoc icalur? 
^ appoaiteent far *' to-momjw,' tte blacfcraUtr znokes 
t^‘cr«t jnqtiaies aroord the hetrl He fcas kareed 
the W'ocua s casie, ard has jn-otably Jcan:«I frpia 
own whether she ts mamed or not He has ukoi 
partjcniar fssins not to abnn the «oc:aa wjth too ®aoy 
questwns 6«t he fcarcs from the hotel emrJos«s all 
«• ccarly all, he wants to fcnow 
A$ socn as he feels the poor fj b ready to walk isto 
the web he suddcnlj changes ht, tactics. He Aops the 
soft srofds find comes out to bis tree colacrs Perhaps 
he will t« in fjossessjcn of a Jctlcr or two from the woman 
- mafcirg or cancelling aj^-oirtinenls U-t when he suggests 
that jhe may rot want her husband to know of the ac- 
quaintance she has fomed m Pans, the most lonocent 
letttts appear tn hu hands weapons which icaj lead to 
the mmian's undoing 

He telU tier quite franUy that he needs money, ard 
names his sure acccrdirg to what he estunates the wurean s 
ireaia to be If she says she has no aiorey and has no 
rneaiH of obtiiring 'the stun which the bbckmailer de> 
oaads, he «nll seggest that she remors the pearl cedUace 
from her neck and gne it to turn, together wilh any other 
i-alcable articles ot jewellery be knows she owns 
She may. of course be sufBoentJy strong-minded to 
repute his demands. There the matter will end. Bat 
if she hesitate^ and wav'eis. then lol'ows disaster indeed. 

He mil take etiry thing she has. and with repeated threats, 
wfll make her life pcrfrctly misetable Ail these things 
this man has dime The police as 1 have said knotw of 
It, but cannot do any thing at all unless a nctim decides 
to prosecute , and, of course, if the Roomaaias has reason 
to W.e\e the police are going to take action, he makes 
himself scarce until the affair has blown otcr 
The Rouisanian is not the only blackmailer of women 
m Pans but I hate told his story because it is perfectly 
trell knoTiu to me ard 1 intend it as a vramuig 
Fashionable resorts such as Peauviile and Jionte Carlo 
are the happy hunting grounds of the blackmafler, both 
mie and female, and the trains de luxe which journey 
to these places are t cry often tsed as a means to euter 
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into telalioos vnth mtwided victircs ILeie seems no 
harm at aU m a man, 'who app«ais to be a gcnileman, 
assistmg a voman tra%eihrg alone, or alternate eJ) m 
a wman tra\elhng alone acceptirg the assisiarcc ol a 
man. But some grate cases of blackmail \vbicb hate 
them place in the Irench police records had their ongm 
m such an innocent beginning 
Shortlj before the var a veil-known American woman 
the wife of a miihonaire, fell into a b'acktrailer s trap 
when tratelUng to \ichj It is usual for the black- 
mailer to spend a considerable sum of money when be is 
hunting down an intended Mclim He dresses weU, 
and t'ery often has a t-alet puts up at the most iatbionab’e 
hotel of ^e place, and m a gene^ waj sets himselt out 
to cxea*e an impression of afSuenoo 
At Deautnlle, Monte Carlo, cr at one of the half-dozen 
or so places where society goes in winter and summer, 
there are innumerable occasions to add to chance ac- 
Quamtancesbip made in Uic tram, or to make fiesh fnecd* 
wps in an hotel The bUckmailcr prefers to deaf with 
a womati aione but he does not bavuk when a husband 
IS present The hatband may be in the garruig rooxos, 
and the woman remains alone m the botM That is the 
b'ackmailer s opportunity, and he proceeds to work 
along the same lutes as the Roumanian m Pans 
The wntnan blackmailer s work is almost the same 
She will " allow ’ a man to assist her with her luggage, 
but the man does not know that it is \erv probable he 
has been followed for days by lh«se beasts of the Lndcr- 
world who hai e made up their mir.d> to try and blackmail 
him with the skilled asbtance of a woman accompLce, 
The womans stock-m-Uade consists of her good 
looks, smart dresscs and bats but she has to possess 
a certain amount of brains and quick wts It is cunous 
ard worth recording that although the male blackmailer 
nearly always operates alone and seldom if e\er has a 
woman companjon. the female of the type rarely works'* 
for herself She either has a roan who recci\es the pro- 
ce«b of the blackmailmg or else she vs a mtmhci of a 
band of aiminals to whom blackmail is only one asset 
Some other blackmailers, the guides, 1 have referred 
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to elsCTrher? m this hook, bet there are siiH othere. fcnclle 
fij* I win ad ittrt, nho tahe nhat rar^ frcia sp^tcd^ 
It cay be a asa who blacksuils aucther by 
of dedostsT, after dorzs ererythiag po^Tfe to <5«t 
a CDinprocasjcg Mteahcn. Or rt naj te-a wonaa iria> 
a G Et a into ter (o3» aed wfco, after aH tie 

inaa gw® her oi his osra free will, tnes to obtain Etre 
hy ns^aag threats 

It ft> ^te astcuadiss, acccrdiag to the yohce. lie 
ctunber of peo{^ who are at ths rer> nscnieBt scbsaitsEg 
to the cpkeep of bUcksailes 
Darag the war btachsta^ers foood a fresh ehaand 
ftir thee attmtica. Seme of the weeilj popes gave 
tie iesp.ialay of tier cofames to nwo who deseed to 
get m tOEch imh ’ godicothes ' , iKerraaes, as 
thej' are called. Of craree there were llxssisds of 
geacoLe cases, bat there were jaauy which were cot 
asd the pofree had a besy ttree gettEcg iccocat trricea 
oct of senocs <ft£cc!tMs bnnfht at^ thrae^ tier 
accepti&f to beeoae rtamti'fs 
iteedtes to say tie tlactrsailns posed as soH.eff 
at the frvst. 


II 


A OOfS-BOtSE 

TfeE tianshtjoa for the rrecch slzag tom ter 

“ dcss4>oise " js '* rope waUc." The caaie walk 
aro:« becaose when these djss hoosto" wm fi.*st 
institcted la France thn ccastted cf a L'g room with z 
rope stretched acrossic Thcxcwrro roberths acd tie 
poor devO. tad to sleep t e amsg op agsiast tie rope 
la the eaH> ircniJCg. when it was tcce to awakes tie 
slwcers, a trrgn wosld cense ahe^ with a kra/c Jcd 
shet the rope. That served as aa icacpefisiTe alana 

Act Rjiis tosse is a hccu doecsest ns rtseli 
roared the same oaj be said of ax:\ place for the booscg 
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of the xn-eds and castawaj's of humanity gathered together 
in any large at% But the doss houses of Pans somehow 
contain more stones in the 30Tinialistic sense than 
any others I ha\e met with in my wanderings over the 
face of Europe London may be more comfortable for 
the down and out and Berlin may hax'e better organi 
sation but Pans will alvcays be a candle which attracts 
the human moth and some of these moths find their way 
sooner or later to the rope walk 
Take a tvpical house in La ViUette the house will 
contam an^ihmg up to 150 beds Pardon the term 
beds They are just wooden shelves placed one above 
the other and the\ continue m tiers around a fairlv large 
room Each shelf la provided with a blanket There are 
no baths no sanitary arraneements of any kind It 
la just a question for a man to go to the rope walk 
or stay out all night slc«mg at what the tramp calls 
the Hotel d<« Belles Etoiles Sleeping under the 
stars IS not a cruntail offence in Trance and no man 
to ever charged with being without visible means 0! 
support 

The charge for sleeping m the rope w*alk is not 
dear it costs but a few sous tot it is not ev er> dead 
beat as the Americans call the tramp who possesses the 
necessary sous Therefore you will find many human 
forms stretched out like dead sleeping on the benches 
which adorn the Pans boulevards 
In visits to the rope walks I have come across many 
<trange creatures and one of my memones is that ot 
listening to a man whose proudest recollection was of 
having once been slapped on the back by royalty 
and he nearly reciprocated 
I have met broken-down jockeys with European repu 
tations Meeping in Pans houses And ako a man 
who had bogun to make bis name in literature 
A vane*y of reasons brings men to the Pans rope 
walks It may b<* dnnk drugs or just a-sliding down 
the hdl after abandoned by a woman There are 
of course thousands of men who sleep m a tope walk 
threehnndreddays outof theyear the oddsixty five thes 
spend in an hotel as the French lodging houses are call® 
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These men do ftot lira th^' just exist '^ou End 
them ef-eing out an ecttencc as market porter* in tie 
Halles, or doing odd joho anywhere and eyerywherc. Tieir 
ij»es are raj^tenons thej hare alsindoned axabitioa, 
if c\er they possessed aav . they ask rothwg better tfan 
jUst to go on living , a bttle food a little more to drmk, 
and somewhere to rest their hones is all tbej require 
thought of lifting themselves out of the nure ever 
enters their heath. 

The Annfe de Salut, which is French for Salvation 
Armj , cames on ita work m France just as it dots la 
other Ooatioental countries but there are no lords, 
DO meetings, no oigamsatiOQ as there i$ in England. 
The Underworld of Pam knows naught of the evstence 
of the Salvation Army 

ft fc> extremely rare to find a onminal m the "tope 
' walks ■ Protablv the Frendi ctmmal is not of the 
uichgent class, and he is never so hard up as to have to 
seek the hospitality of a doss-house. 

The *' rope waliss ' of axe disinal places they 
exiat for the ^ern lowest dregs of bumaoity— these who 
cannot be helped. 


ill 

A STTSTEBIOtS DlSAfPE.UtO.CE 

It 15 a tiUe saying that troth is Strang than ficboa, 
and I aught add that it » generallj ooller too But 
there is an exceptwa to every role and one of them I 
propose to set forth now Ithen I began to imfe this 
book I made op my mmd that I would not publish an^ 
ihing coacermrg the t^denrortl of I^ns for the truth 
of which I could not voudu A teeifn correspordert 
hears many stones, and it i> his duty to mvest.g3te th^mi 
befere despatching tfetn to the newspaper he represert^ 
Somctun« the orrespondent fintfc it ni> duty to v 

certain stories m the puUic njtcrcst Other stones 
resquire tin* m<Bt careful and painstaking invcstigstwr^ 
and then very often they turn out to be untrue. The 
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story v?hich I am going to tdl m this chapter occurred 
to a joung man \\hom I knew personally I was Viith 
him two or three days before it happened. I ha\e never 
seen hun smce and he has never been seen by either 
his fni ndb or his mother The story I think is a perfect 
ansirer to an> diarge of sensationalism m writing on 
the Pans Underworld Ludwily sudx mj'stenes are not 
common but they happen and the public does not often 
hear about them 

In a small private hooae in Passy a suburb of Pans 
there hved (and lives now) an old rroman who had an 
only son At the tune of this occurrence he was nineteen 
of very shght build and not very healthy looking He 
was worshipped by his mother The womans carher 
life was someihat of a mystery It w-as known that 
she had lived several years in Russia and it was beheved 
that in her youth she had been on the stage She appeared 
to have a lot of money 

The boy whose name was Luciea was brought up 
m a private school but smce hu earliest days he was 
given large amounts of money by hu doting inother 
SVben quite young he hved a We of luxury and when 
he left school he was not intended for anv particular 
career He became a member of the band of gilded 
youths of Part, had two motor cars always plenty of 
money in his pockets and plenty of leisure m which to 
enjoy it He was a youth of sober habits and was not 
VICIOUS in any sort of way He had no need to gam 
his living but he pretended to deal m motor cars that 
IS to say he bought a car for his own use became tired 
of it or saw anodier which ht liked better and sold it 
often 1 am sure at a considerable loss But his mother 
was his banker and she never grumbled at the many 
calls her son made on her purse 
These details may v«n superfluous but it will be 
seen presently that they have an important bearing on 
the story Lncien sp nt the summer months at DeauvnUe 

the winter on the Rivieta and between times he enjoyed 
himself in Pans In this way he be^me acquainted 
with other yourg men with money and undoubtedly 
also with others who live by their wits on the outskirts 
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at Uw farmer dass loaea became oamasired of a 
ifcotch gizl veho Und la Pam. Sht was the daaditc 
of M Edmborgh architect, and had IitTsi for some time 
m Pans, eamm® her la rancas wars. The 
, oaa became acqoamted with her when she was esje of 
set^ Ecglish spe afag g mstractresses cn a ftns siating 
213*' He zstrodsced the girl to hs mother and a more 
or less formal ecgageincnt was eatera} jcto Then 
war came. lie girl became a hospital Enne and the 
yoong maa offered hrs smices and lus motor car to the 
Bnuih aolhoniies He spohe qoste w^ and 

werLed for a wh3e on flie Bntish front, drsnag he car 
m the Red Cross service. Then he that worL and 
retnraed to IWb btdmg his time when he wocld be 
caSed ap to jom the FreaA Army He costisaed bi» 
rcand of amusemeots o Pans, doing aD there was to 
do In the French capital dnnag war tune. 

Tie gvf was hti^ la a saiw Sat not far iroas tit 
aethers hoose. The boy used to see itr evoy dav, 
tahe her oet <inite a lot and dice with her ceariy erety 
«v«uag One Sonday he was to have called there la 
the aftersoos. lie gir) waited for him, hat he 6d cot 
come She waited ontfl the eveung, bat stiH there 
was no sign cf bau lie neirt commg she went to see 
his mother who toVJ her that Loaea had cot been home 
all n!|it She was mtecsely wxened. but thought her 
son s absence was due to some boyish p-ask. She wait'd 
in all day, and the girl went out to see such friends of 
his whose addresses she knew in order to try and discorer 
some news of the afeent one bat cobody could pronde 
any efuft. Hc hxd been seen in a certain bar oa the 
Saturday afterecoo when be was in the company of a 
young maa whom he knew bot shghtfy It was reported 
tMf bath of them were ra an adraaced state of mtoxi- 
catua. Tits did cot sonad like Lnoen s csual b^vaicr 
at al^ but it provided some sort of due although a very 
faint one. 

Tie laothfT and the gir! made up theff mmds to ^ ^ 
to the police the next naming if there was ro ik« 
of the lad- The next momag a note was found in the 
mothers letter boct. It had BOf come through the post. 
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but was m the boy’s handwriting It said that he was 
being detained, but that no harm would happen to him 
if he gave his captors one hundred thousand fr^cs This 
letter made no suggestion of how the moncj should be 
sent to him The mother took the letter to the pohee 
who surmised that another communication would be 
foT^coimng and told the woman that she wms to com- 
municate Wiith them as soon as she had further news 
Two dal’s later, when the mother was nearly insane with 
anxietv another letter was found m the letter box It 
said that unless the money was paid ov cr the boy w ould 
never be seen alive again 

This letter, which was m a strange handwriting told 
the mother how she was to pay over the monej She 
was to put the notes in an envelope and to go at a certain 
tune to a Metropolitan station where she would be met 
by a messenger who would take the money from her, and 
her son would be restored to her m the evenisg Accordmg 
to instructions the mother took the letter to the police 
The Metropolitan station mentioned in the letter was 
the GUo^re station which happens to be the most shallow 
of all the stations on the Pam underground railway 
It w open, and there ts a roadway ever it spanned bj 
a bndge The mother who would have given all her 
money to have her son restored to her was, owing to 
the war, temporarily embarrassed lor funds She bad 
a fainsh income, but she could not possibly lay her hands 
on one hundred thousand francs 

She suggested to the police that she should give her 
son's captors all the money she could, but they would 
not hear of it She wiws told to make up a dummy package, 
which she was to take to the underground station 
There detectives would be on duty, and as sooa 
as the messenger appeared he would be arrested But 
the police blundered very badly They totally forgot 
the bndge over the station, and the fact that anybody 
standing on the bndge could command the platforms 
beneath 

The woman went to her appointment. She stood th’erc 
wth the envelope plainly showing m her hand A little 
boy appeared and asked “Are you the lady who has 
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aB eai\ elope to gne rot?" The ootho- haadal over 
the CTvdope and the littfe boj traned to !ea%^ wteo 
tBB burJj' deiMti^es pounced ofl btra and pls^ iim 
noder arrest. Pale and ttembling the little bo% wss 
mMched awaj between the tw jnmiocs oi tic law ard 
taXea to the police station, the mother of the tsxsstzs 
yoMng man JoUoTrusg 

It nia\ easil> be guessed what happened The little 
hoy was totaJiy lonoceoL He said that when pisong 
os-er the fandge he was stopped bj a man who ashed 
him whether he wanted to earn a couple of francs. \\Tiei 
he replied in the aflirinativr he fcad pointed oat to bos 
ike woman standing on the ptatiom and wa> told to p 
and asl. her for ie «i\elope she was canjing: He 
descTjphon of the man who i^d accosted Jura was ciftt 
vague The police hastened hack to the ifetro statwa, 
but of course there was nobody tbore. ^ soon as the 
nwtehejT or wntcher had s«» the messenger pocnord 
upon, he or thej made off 
The police bad a severe tctlecX, asd then adopted a 
djffereBt lae of wiesticatwa luciens mother frwd 
she was being shadowed bv the police, and tiei aho 
foUowcd the ^tch prl Hie first the latter knew of the 
fact was when she was ^aesUcced bi lie polxe as to 
whj she had a grairophone playing in her fiat at tot 
o clock one eight Then *1 e foued that her wcireii 
ffiends werr ato bemg questicntd. She and the r*ofher 
went to the police to ask what this ircant and »hc% were 
blurtly told that the poher suspected the irothw of 
hiding her son with the object of tis ciwdirg tniLtary 
serMce . , . 

In 1 am she pewted out ^e had rowtere to hide has 
and uiMted the police to search her bouse hem fiirnt 
to ctlhr They mairfamed ihew altitude Ahtrwijds 
the\ suepested the son bad Ced to a neutral cccrtn 
but' arjbodp who bad cause to tra'el in wartime w tl 
remercber bow e'er) ponmQ was hedged roerd wr*’ 

Tiei tape and all bind.' of diBeoltics. For a yuerg man ^ 
of nuh*arj age uaprpvidfd with tiff cjal papers any kind 
of 3<7UiTe>, estn within the hrmtien Of Frtste. was 
praclJcaJly an nnpo^bibty 
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E\en if one admits the French police tiieor> and adds 
to It th'it Lucien managed to cross one of the mountain 
paths into Spam or Switeerbnd, there remains the \ital 
question of money with which to h\e Lucten had no 
trade or profession, and could speak no language but 
French and English If he had taken refuge m a neutral 
country hu mother would ha\e had to send him money, 
and to get e\en the smallest sums out of France u*as 
a tremendous undertaking msolving much time spent 
in mtemewang bureauaatic ofEcials 
Luacn s motlier, uhen she found she could not obtam 
any assistance from the olhcial police placed the matter 
m the hands of a pni*atc detecUic agen<^ , which e% intually 
admitted Ustlf bafSed 

There the matter coded It is now nearly four years 
since Luciui disappc^ired To the best of my knowledge 
and belief neitlier the mother nor the fiancee e%cr heard 
of him aram Nthat happened to him? Poes he Iim. 
or did hts captors become frightened and put him to 
death to co\er up their tracks i 
The answer to thu problem one of the secrets of the 
Undenvorld of Pans 


CHAPTER V 

A RAKJf and scented tseeze comes throng the palm 
trees , It is tinged with the sweet smdl of mimosa. The 
stm ta hot It might be Jaly, Imt it a Jaciury I aa 
writing tins chapter m the Srath of France. For >ears 
f hare been stndjmg the drug habit and its effect oa 
the Undenvorld of Fans As a stndost of life and a 
journalist I ha%-e nsited many ' dope ‘ shops Almond 
cved Chinese have effered me opiom , I base smoked it, 
too, la a backwater off Baker Street, Lot’don I know 
something of haVi«t» and us effect os xoanlosd- Comine 
"snow to Ameocans and Canadians, "coco to the 
French I hai e met with in many orcmnstances iforphia, 
and many other haie come osder try sotce while 
passing in and out of the Uhderworld. here am I 
m one of the most beantifol spots of Sonthera France 
wnticg aboot '*dops.” 

Bat It u not quite as ndicoions as it sounds I have 
collected a booli^al of cottmgs and notes Tbi» book 
I hare with me for reference purposes Bat for quite 
another reason there b less humocr in wntiag about 
" dope " in the UnderworH — from a seat in sunny dimes 
-—than tnifh r be imagined. Aot vay mifl\ nufts wejf 
of me IS ToiJon and Tooloa is the greatest centre for 
the dstribnlion of drugs in France Of course aB jorts 
like Cherbourg a;^ Brest have their drug tiuSc, but 
Toulon, and m a lesser d^»e Sfarseille, because tbe> 
are the ports dealing with sea traffic from the East arc 
the predestined doors of entry for opium 
Take a walk any night along the waterfront of Toidou 
take It, that is if you do not value your hfe It ts hie 
walking into a iu?htniare with jour senses fully awake 
A man comes staggering out of a house, aboi*c the doorwav 
of which bums a red ianlem. He a obvwusJy of the 
seaman type; he k Ifig and brawny But to-cight his 
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pyes are glassy and his foolstqis uncertain His hands 
are plunged deeply into his trouser pockets His chin 
is buned in his chest as he aigMgs aaoss the pa\ement 
Look there, just behind him Slmking along m the 
shado^i-s are two shapes With noiseless tread and with 
something idine about them, they are tracking the drunken 
s^r I sai drunken, advisedij, but the glassy e>e 
IS the " high sign *’ of the man who has been drugg^ 
\Mien the man staggers outside the radius of an electric 
light the tMO follov.ers are on him in a flash Quicker 
than the eje can follow, a knife is whipped out of the 
sleeve of one of the two attackers Just a flash, that 
is all , then a gurgle, and the seaman falls on his back 
on the pavement Other seamen are reeling about the 
streets, singing and shouting and quarrelling with women, 
but everybody is too much taken up with their own affairs 
to bother about the little drama which b being played 
nght out m a street on the waterfront of Toulon 

Willie the seaman is prostrate the two thugs run their 
practbcd hands over their victim It does cot take a 
mmute Then they swear and kick him ui the nbs 
Hurriedly they slink away \ou see there was nothing 
left for the jackals the hons m the ‘ dope house” had 
had it all 

Jly fnend the Chief of Police at Tonlon has given me 
little ghrapses. into the Underworld ot the town Here 
is a short story wntlcn down just as it was told to me 

Two French sailors came ashore together at Toulon 
The man-o -war which bore them home had bten on 


an Eastern station since two years One sailor was 
young, fair and handsome, his coispaxuon was dark 
and swarthy They had visited many drink shops to- 
gether, but whereas dnnk only seemed to make the j ounger 
one merry, it served to render his companion quarreh^e 
Arm m ann and singmg they came upon a house all 
ht up and with the sinister red lamp burning outside 
* WTiy I There s old Mother Helene's place , let’s go in 
for a dnnk said the dark one The fair and merry 
member of the party was nothmg loth, and they entered 
never dreaming of the tragedy which was waiting for 
than on the other side of the door 
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La HdcEtft was iflad to see iLem, sh# was jlid 
to se6 all sailors «ho tad noaej m tiar pockets. La 
M&e was a fat o’d wcrooa a a dots pn^ peignos" S^^ 
tnew how to receise h^ gnests; put a "bottle aid 
two gUs5e> oa the tab*e and left the sailois Ihej drzii 
of the potent liquor, which only made one znemsT sni 
tte other nsore icgrj Tien th^ got up acd witdered 
into aa adjoining room. Hiis was aa oblong apartircnt 
with three tiers of berths all round it. Ab^ cue half 
of then were oocup-ed seunen of aU nitun*. 3Iiiiy«. 
Chinese Lascars, FrenA, BntiA acd Aisencaa kjIco 
were there ta lanojs stages of stupor Some were 
stretched oa their bscLs. ther ejes open acd slansg 
uto space , their bodies tn a squaLd room tn a street ctl 
the waicffiuot of Tooloa. fcot thetr souL floating threegb 
an artiflcul parades where roost wusderf J and delghUuI 
things were happenirg 

^otaI] iheojeQ,howeier wercialh^stateoftotiJsde 
'From some berths came racecus s-oiceu tphfted m some 
roans^ sea ehaa(> Oih^ were sw«in.eg and sfoutmg 
gibbcn-h, Id some of the lower be-lhs two <r three 
men were' ta the earLer stages. Beside then wmt kw 
wooden tables oa wfaidb stood larcfs. A cezdeenpt 
maa half Chink, half JUafay. coUed the ' pills id cjimu, 
stuck a Jong wme pin irto them, and JseJd them o the 
fianie of a lunp unt3 tte> glowed lie ctarcoaL Then 
the ‘pillj wereicsertedinlothctiEj lowJicf t3icpi;e>. 
and so on to oblj»5c 

The satJgrs stood oa the tlirehoJd kir>Jca3g fcau cre- 
temptoousfj at this lanubar scene which tfcev 
mark^ many times befwe la townt cut East "piiy 
heard tie strains of a raecfcamcal piano cocung f't^ 
another roooi. Ware »ra# mow abJ iargi’er and the 
stnrgcnt cnes of woumb Tie two vt&m wne c«e 
in the mood fsr- ths sort of ftm so ihej fu-'ctfc r " tn 
par»tal of it Ihn pushed open a door and entired 
a toijm fan of smoke Throngh the tare tbo) jaw al^t 
two doreo rocD a>d half that number of women. The 
irea were alf saOcKS. Tfce wmuea we-e n Ar**-/*^ 
which thf> cciTTcd with loose Cowing pofrwus of *"-^3 
hues. A few ccopfes were danoRg w the strata 
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piano Around the room ^vere sitting men and wtimen 
smoVipg and dnnkmg Most of the men were diunk 
but none o{ the nomen 

hor a few moments the sailors stood taking in the scene 
and then the jounger made a sadden forward motement 
darting across the room and laymg a brawnj hand on 
a 5 oung gul s arm The gal Vkho had been sitting smoking 
v.nth a saflor paled \-tjiWj and jumped to her feet For 
a few terse moments the couple stood stanng at one 
another then mthout a vwnti the sailor drew her mto 
a comer hobody had remarked the meetmg but the 
dark joung sailor who seemed rather taken with the 
gul now m deep conversation with the man 

How came thee here Rose ? asked the sailor stemlj 
The girl answered quickh \Miere then should I 
go after thou forsook, me^ 

Bneflj «he told her stot> The dullness of lUe in 
that UtUe Bnttanj \iUage a handsome stranger 

a promise Pans and the bnght lights 

a child and solitude 

JTargues the fair ymiAp sailor Jb tened iDtfnlJ_> gppa 
rently with remorse Just then bis companion who 
had coQtmued dnnking lurtnely lurched aao«4 the 
room and bearing down on Rose mMted her to dance 
Ihe girl shook her head scornfully 

Go thou away Charles said Jacques Ro«^ and 
I are old friends we want to talk 

Quickly Charles mood turned to anger I will dance 
with her I will he shouted- After all what ts she 
here for ’ 

But beckoning to the guf Jacques slipped out mto 
the passage 

\S e can talk better outside he said Drawing her 
peignoir round her Rose followed the sailor into the 
street As they itood talking quietly beneath the lamp- 
post a sergttt de nlie pas^ maked at the gul and 
proceeded on his way 

The street door was left wide open and the light from 
the house shone out on to the pavement the tiuklmjr 
piano could be heard plamlj There waa a sudden ‘haduvv 
and Charles appeared qmcLIy followed by ia 
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Hdene, wbo seoned to be tryias to appease luai He 
s«ualJ?ose toagbly ly the shooldcr asd finoif her roacd 
Will you dance nov * " he screamed Brse s^ed 
and shook her besut lofnmted like an angr\ bull 
Charles drew & long fcsifc fcom a jwiet and plunged rt 
in Roses side Without a ra nim or she fell into Jacque' 
arms Jnst then came the mcascried tread of tie retnnncg 
policeman 

The three Ii^e actors in lie drama stood stDl frozen 
with horror The piano strncL «p a tango, and as tie 
pohcemaa came roimd the comer Jacques boIdiEg lie 
corpse of Rose tigbtl> to him began to dance La Jl^re 
Heleoe shd op to tie pobceman and commencerf to wheacOe 
hiTU 

' Voyon, If 1 Agent Look then at mj eccentrics, 
they most darce in the open oir La la Iciok at tins, 
tBoiBicu , on petit verre, moosjeur Pas la, jncnsieor, 
paa i<x'' 

The puso tinhled on Jacques mth las |nmome 
partner danced cp the street 
Charles slonk away u the shadows 

i* • * • • • • 

Last year a bib was drafted to deal with the ppiosi 
traffic m France There are alr^i penalties bat it is 
agiwl that they are cot strong enough- The Frendi 
police Imcm' that they wiU bavT to cleanse the seaports 
it was at Toalon that Captain Ulino, the French naval 
office^, began to smoke opiam , a vice that led ban mfo 
the anna of 3® unscnqniJons srtaaan, who caused hnn 
to sell nas-al secrets to a foreign Power— a crane for wEcb 
he was court martiaBed and sentenced to impmonirent 
iat bit. 

Sot only at TouIku but at Ric^ it is possiHe to pur- 
chase opium ID isnoceni looking shops whose trade it 
IS to s^ cimese antiques At Cherbourg^ Brest and 
other pcTts. various denu-imndaires, very often m 
tie paj of fcreign countnes have huunoi-slj fitted fiat* . 
here opiina parties are gjvm ard nasal offices made 
welcome 

From the ports the vice of opram smokutg spread to 
Rim and was quickly adopted. But it costs dear -to be 
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an opium stnoVer in the Gay City A well lined pocket- 
book IS not m Itself an opoi-sesame to an opium den 
An opium smoker requires beautifnl surrounding There 
must be wonderful Oriental decorations, magmficent 
banging Chinee lamps, soft divans and Extern carpets 
and curtains The people who run the opium dens in 
Pans do not count upon the ordinary members of the 
Underworld for their customers There are always a 
suffiaent number of retired Colomal officials and na\al 
officers who can be rdied upon But these people have 
not suffiaent money to satisfy the lust of the opium 
den people v-ho have to attract a different sort of cus- 
tomer with money Thu is a rather difficult and some- 
what dangerous proceeding because there is alwaj-s 
the possibibty that the new and unknown may talk too 
much and let the cat out of the bag 
An Ordinary ^vay of getting in touch with a new costomer 
IS as follows You will be sitting in a carnage 
on the underground railway On some prele.rt or other 
an elegantly dressed woman sitting opposite jou mil 
engage you in conversation and before she leaves the 
carnage she wiU sbp a card into your h\nd You will 
read 

BERTHA 

PIPES & SMOKERS UTENSILS, 

RUE UNTEL 6 
Second door on nght 

" Pipes and smokers* utensils " will mean nothmg to 

j*ou unless you are an t^ium fiend, but if you are 

Another way of obtaining customers for opium dens 
to through the medium of classified advertisements in 
nmvspapers Sev eral weekly newspapers contam announce^ 
raenls couched in similar language to the words used 
on the bttle slip of pasteboard the lady handrf you in 
the tram 

There ate two quarters of Pans mostly favoured by 
opium smokers the Champs de Mars dtotnct and the 
Champs Ely^sees Around the Ai enue Bosquet and 
the Avenue General D^tne you will notice luxurious 
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a.tt*o^bn« dnw cp atoagsidc the ecrb Watch lie 
pWc who ali5ht front thes* can Vos mn £ad thza 
rather pi}e vnj thia, and with a feverish look la thar 
rath® stanaj eje One tftet aooth® tier enter a 
very ofdaary Joohng totis*. FoHow theTi Thi^ 50 
DO fjrih® tiiajj the first floor— oprtits isss are ce^ 
verj high cp 

UaJess }ini are taken there by soaeoae who has been 
bcfo'c, joa win not be adnuttecL Yoo wiD be reqnc^ed 
to {MV a fee of five fonts (zoo /rases) Tien jtju will 
be taken to a room coatainipg at most two or lira bei, 
se'aetiT'M coaches or dinns Ttea 5DJ win pwpare 
for year joan^ to an artificial paradiU. A table aal 
a Urnp are f^eed beside ynjo , deft hands p re p a re the 

'* pnu " 

Other deas are to be ioxmd arosnd the EtoJe, eesr 
tite corn® of the little streets which nia uto the Aveoce 
de U Grande Arm^ Already the Pans police pcssest 
a sp>%uT sen'ice known as the Bngade in 
but it ts t^e Bear}} large ecot^h to cope with the opiaa 
traffic, to say nothing of the cocaine arc morphia, aboot 
whidi I shall have soaethn^ to say presectly 
Opium ts becoming rarer and ram liej say it ts 
worth iQ wez^t ID goM. and like gold in France, it siap!> 
cannot be found except by the people who know the 
right password. Because 0/ its rantj, qmte well-tBiJwa 
opram smokers n I^ns hare sought and found "creatt 
opraai and some of them apyetar qnite satisfied with 
the sofetitote which thc> smoke as they smoked the 
real opiam — stretched fuD length on low ccsluons and 
wearmg exotic prjamas. 

\n artist well Jesows m Pans theatre-land smokes 
a mixture made of aa erjaal proportKm of Amencaa 
English ajsd Frencfi toba^ mixed m rosCwatcr with 
3 few grains of real opicm. He says he obtains the same 
results ^ 

\ Panaian cotjntess, nicknamed “ U Fim««r i'Opsu'n 
smokes the same mixture idus a btlle foiJrr d'effems 
Other Pansiarts are obtainuffi then- * omnm fiom aa ' 
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knows bat it gives off a, perfomeii scent and crackles 
in tbe pipe wtute being smoked So much for opium, 
ivhich, after all, is not much sou^t after in the Underworld 
0 ! Pans 

\\"ith cocaine, however, it is different It is every- 
body s secret that in Slontmaitre there is a tremendous 
daily traffic in drugs — mostly cocame From bar to 
bar and from caf6 to cafd go men and women of the Under- 
world dealing with a dientfle which macases every 
day, and I will go so far as to affirm that at the moment 
of penning these lines there is not a single well known 
habitue of Montmartre who is not addicted to either 
opium, morphia or cocaine It is rather temfjmg but 
neverthcltes true And because the drags pass from 
hand to hand they are difficult to sure 
Dr Taolmaiin, a French drug specialist, said to me 
"You can’t unaguie the quantity of drags circulating 
m Jlontmartre. nor the ease wnth which drag fiends satisfy 
tiietr desires We know where the opium comes from, 
and li the pohee want to seize it, they must watch the 
ports But to put down the traffic in cocaine is a more 
difficult matter To-day artists, musicians and poUUcal 
men take drugs m order to obtain moments of eii^tation 
writhont which they say they caimot work ’ 

" Cocaine is the greaiest danger You find it every- 
where I may say that if opium is the favourite drug 
of the intellectual classes, cocaine is king of the Under- 
world Opium rarely kills, but every daj cocame takes 
Its loll of Yictiros " 

At the moment of wnting a large amount of cocaine 
Is commg across the frontier from Germanv There 
no doctor's prescnption is necessary to obtam it from 
a diemist and smuggling cocaine through the French 
Customs b. not difficult 

Numerous fettles femmes of iloutmartre — to say 
nothing of other quartets of Pans — b^eve that the 
inhaling of cocaine leads to forgetfulness of Cupid s poisoned 
darts ' Paradise lost. Paradise regamed ' is, m effect 
their excuse Others, however seek no excuse at all 
their friends take it so they thmk they will too Jfarcelle 
takes It. so therefore must Ernestine And the peltles 
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fmitiii do not find jt so etpensive Tea fraacs a 
SLx francs a half iramme thev sa>, 

Jt IS for Bothuif^ ** 

* But all that glistens white » not cocaine, oltczi it 
IS bat an ' crsala ** after aB Sometimes it t> bicarbonate 
» boracic powder and often notlur^ 

elseth^ordinajycookingsaltJ Until tie sagar shortage. 

_ ^ ^died sagar was often snbstituted for cocaine Lut 
the ras^ges that real cocaine mate among tie beauties 
of the Underworld 1 ComeJj facsshwome^eanddraim, -i 
and onoe fiashteg qres soon take on the look which 'gives 
away a cocaine fiend. 

Ether also has its devotees A famoos adres at 
one of the boaleN-ard theatres was notonous for the ether 
she consumed bat it soon dragged her down to the Under- 
world. The smell of it iropr^jnalrs the breath for fortj- 
«ght hotifs after one has taken tt Chemists hai'e et 
penmeated with ether and ban fabricated a per/ianed 
mutore known as "’jj," and la fart it & on r«ord that 
a well known scent maoufactorer ts going (o place or 
the market a senes of scents to be knows as faifum 
d iUunon 

An actress, whose charms hai'e been sung ts terse 
Claude >lend& inhales ammonia and she aifinas that 
ammonia gives her '* tnarvellous sensations’ Although 
she has b^ nearly asphj’rafed fire or sue tunes she 
contianes to inhale it 

A famous model of the Latin Quarter who used to 
take injections of roorfhia, now uses petrol instead 
Poudre d eneen* is now the rage in some cirdes A certain 
woman who nsed to giro " Koroaa ergy “ parties at her 
pnvate house m Pass> nowpves inrense parties In an 
iaimenre room draped in black and red there are placed 
four braneis one in cadi ewner of the ri»m. Here 
the mcense smoulders whdelheguestsheaboutinpTjanias 
on cnshioas and iniaJe tbemren'e until the^ sleep 
Sfen and wotnea of the Urderworld cannot afford 
V these erotic exatments and so thej' subsist chieSj 
on the deadly cocaine I have seen it soM in a 
b^ not a hundred vards from the Pans Opera House 
The drug was piissed under my nose and if I had not 
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been told by a member of the Prefecture of Police who 
was my companion 1 shoiddimt have realised that anjthmg 
oat of the common was happenmg 

On the counter of nearly every bar on the Contment 
there is a glass tumbler contimmg straws for the customers 
to sip their iced drmks through These straws are cov ered 
wth tjasue paper, both end> of which are twtoted, making 
a veritable paper bag The cocame merchant would 
quietly abstract some of these straws until he had a small 
stock , then he filled the papers with cocame, went back 
to the bar and quietly pas^ them to his customers — 
mostly women — ^who paid him afterwards 

The chausseurs, little page-boj'S attached to the night 
caf&i restaurants and bars of Montmartre are scouts 
for would be takers of cocame A few words and francs 
to one of these boys, and he produces the pemiaous 
powder As lOs-e as not be has a stock m his pockets 
But if he has not he has only to da»h o0 a few yards nght 
or left from his post and m the twinkling 0 ! an eye a 
little packet changes hands 

A special brigade of pobce whose duty it is to watch 
the drug traffic remarked an elderly woman who had 
the appearance of a servant who had grown grey m the 
faithful service of some good bourgeois fannU Every 
day this woman was seen to go to a ca}6 in the Boulevarf 
Barbds, where she spoke to somebody — sometimes a 
man, sometimes a woman After a few moments con 
versation the woman bad a little packet handed to her 
after which she left She was followed and was seen 
to go to a neighbouring boys’ school where she waited 
outside until the scholars came out She talked to some 
of the elder boys, several of whom went away with her 
Alter being thus shadowed (or som«. time was arrested 
At the police station die declared herself to be 
si’cty-seven years of age, a music hall artut In her 
possession was a packet of cocame NVhen asked to 
what Use she intended to put the coco. Jfme. D re- 
,1 mained silent Detectives went to her address m the 
Impasse Guelma, Montmartre There they were astonished 
to find a large quantity of cocaine and numerous opium 
pipes Subsequent inquiries unearthed the fact that 

X 
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there was an> nation whose airmen danng the vnr did 
not take either cocaine or morphia I am not shgliting 
airmen when 1 sa> this My statement is based on actual 
observation in France and on statements made to me 
privately and also on statements made publidj bj 
aiithonscd persons 

Udet the only well known German airman who came 
through the war alive told me in Berlin that the tx^t 
latown of the German "aces’ w*tc drug fiends 

At an inquest held in London m January, 1921, on 
the body of a man who had served in the I lying Corps 
during the wax and who had died of morphia poisonmg 
a doctor said that the taking of drugs was very priwaluit 
among flying men la trance <oine of the very famous 
" acts ' were addicted to drugs and quite a number of 
Amencaa and Canadun airmen took snow as they 
call cocaine A ' sleigh ndet is an American slang 
term for a cocaine taka 

There enlisted in the French Flying Corps two twin 
brothers whom we will call the Ss and who speedily 
made a name for thcmscKcw Their s was tlx. frst name 
to bccomo knowTi to the public The two brothers were 
devoted to each otha and always spuit their I'-ave in 
Pari* togetha As youths they Ind gamed disunction 
on the football field They wac used to a healthy out- 
of-door life and that was no question of citha one or 
the other taking drugs 

Then one day one of the twins fell a vuctun to a German 
"Archie' His brothas grief was temblc to see His 
special leave was almost finished He had to return 
to the front to fly , and be found that he could not do it 
His nerves were m a terrible state when he confided lit* 
troubles to & woman acquamtance in Pans She told 
him that some Amaicans she knew who were in France 
with the French Army wae inhaling cocamc, "coco ’’ 
she called it N said he would try it Two days before 
he was due back be mlialed part of a packet of " coco " 

He was a dianged man Hk gnef was gone His 
companions m his squadrcoi did not teow him He 
was always talking about avenging his brotha’s death, 
and he took part in some hair raising "stunts Tlie 
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dregs of all nations In hatints of tlie denizens of 
the Underworld thtee men are known hy many names, 
but each has a distmctise nickname You will find 
•' Zin le Costand " (athlete), " B»bi le Intteor " (uTestler) , 
and a host of others Since the vogue of Charlie Chaphn 
there are inan% ** Chariot ’ as the famous Mr Chaplin 
15 known m Prance, but this is not lor anj real or fanaed 
likcne&s to the great film comedian , it is tnerelj because 
*' Chariot is a popular and ‘ catchy name 
The pohce know mnety per cent of the soiilmeun, 
but It la extremely difftc^t to catdx them red-handed, 
that IS to say, as far as the drug tra&c is ronoemed with, 
the cocaine m their possession m. sufi&aent quantities 
to u-arrant a charge of * dealing The peittes amus: 
of the sMififWiirs in other words, their re^ means of 
support act as watchdogs in keeping a sharp lookout 
for danger frotu the police, and if a copia (slang 
for ' pal") e'er gives them awa>, then it is more likely 
than not that sudden murder nail be committed which 
for sheer audaat> outdoeb anything e'er attempted by 
Sum Peui 

I ha'*e already stated how cocaine is passed from hand 
to hand in the better class bars of Pans, bat of course 
there are plcntj where there is no need of camouflage 
of any kind In many of the bars of iloutmartre and 
in some m the Latin Quarter, men and women are to 
be found all the afternoon aod esening people who 
will hand O'er the drug on payment of a few fnmes It 
IS the easiest of transactions — as easy as bu^mg an ounce 
of chocolates in a sweetshop, and the police know all 
about it \Mi\, then if they know all about it, do they 
not put an end to the traffic, is the question that may 
be asked The answer is that there are more bars than 
the pohce can cope with. Often a place will be dosed 
down, but the ' patron, ’ the proprietor flits somewhere 
eke, and as soon as be is established the word is passed 
round ard the customers once more foregather to purchase 
their cocaine m comfort 

••••••• 

English and American people can never understand 
the French law. whidi 8 ajrparently so kx, and whui. 
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\Tent downstairs called a cab and drove to the police 
station and gave berseli up 
Six months afterwards she iras toed Her lawjer 
was the same man who was defending Landni He 
made a bnlhant speedi Gaite was sentenced to two 
jears imprisonment — with sMr«#>-and the same night 
a brilhant little party gathered m the bar m the street 
oS the Avenne de 1 Op^ and partook of many drinks 
to celebrate the freedom of the fair barmaid 
I am afraid my readers will think this rather comic 
opera justice and typical of one of the things they do 
not do better in France But to come back to our muttons 
for I ha\ e not j et told how and where the pretty ladies 
of Paris most do inhale coco which as I have already 
said IS the slang term for cocame GHQ Love 
is the exchange where the coco takers gather and 
perhaps I cannot do belter than to portray a typical one 
»*«•••• 

In anv and ever> Parts mght restaurant and caf^ jon 
vnll iu)<{ somewhere along the corridor two swing doors 
nsuahv jnuTor covered Above the doorway will be 
a small white enamel panel lettered in blade Vestiaire 
Here throughout the night pretty bdies come and go 
If too observe jou will notice that they emerge mth 
ejewows rather blacker bps more cherry red and cheeks 
bearing evxdence of very recent recourse to the rouge 
pot But unless you are a very dose observer jou will 
not notice that their ej-es glisten ever so much brighter 
and JOU wiU be at a toss to account for their increased 
vivaaty when once again they sit cIo«e beside jnu and 
whimper soft nothu^ in >our ear I am speaking of 
coarse to bachelor readers I know very well that 
mamed men unless they are earnest seekers after truth, 
are not mlertsted in these tbmgs 
The bnght eye and the vivaaous tongue my dear 
sir are nothing more or leas than the direct result of 
a little coco^ inhaled when jour fan companion left 
. JOU for a lew minutes to powder her nose She may 
* have had the coco in vanity bag all the tune she 
was talking to you or she may have obtained a pmch 
or two from coptne which is argot for lady fnend 
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Or ajac* if tie ladj t» ja £as& sbe may hers^ bare 
psTcissed & btt!e picket, eitfccr fee® tie wpciaii "wfao 
takes care of G JI Q Lore or fctaa tie iitle taifejned 
ckass^r, vho m bts tarn oay iave a safely la is foctef 
O', iffceIusrcashcrt,nayha*TenUiJeahtaned 'exjerse ' 
(errsndi sooe Aws awaj It aH dcpeccfa 
Oscs ym blow tix escs of GS.Q Lore 57^1 wffl fcd 
>ccr JEierests n jtct csi^bocrs AjoyeA Loti at 
liat ijarfc gul sttEg ever la the amcr litse all tyberself 
Her glass is empty, ba eyes scan every BCSTcmer 
She Sieecs la lie last stage of dapaar Poiaps yoa 
are arry frr ter, and peibays yea srender how seeb a 
smart IcMkxsg cr e atme car te all alose ta sodx a pla« 
Jtaybe 30a ha«r remarked her oa other occasioa> at 
Pig^e s cr the ifocico, airf yen idly wtmder how sie 
can aSerd to possess so many dresses — seeing that she 
sits there all akras, WeH I can satisfy yocr esncsity 
as ftgapia Isa clothes Tlhea ym «<^re siroCag trxsaf 
Hoatiaartre m the «iaytiae ym mast hare rrearked 
the comber of seosed'hu d ck^es shops whose wtedows 
are oxlsstrely gtren op to t2:e display of woe:ea< gar* 
meets These shops by xserebers 0/ tbe Qjcsea 
Race depend almost echrtlj on the ' dangilers of " 
p^theqearter TbtywiH if asked, sell then any gaacect, 
but they do a ccch bigger trade n bimg cat the dresses, 
hats aad fars A gei can fcae aaytliicg for a eight, 

3 week cr longer— «t a pnee, aad the price depends ca 
what the shopkeeper estiaates the vaJse of the gnL 
It 15 3 brataJ trade, bcl ytte rtnda tovs f 
That, then, » the seaet of ocr dark frieads scartE^ , 
Toa win notice rhat she leaTes ter seat every oax » 
a trfeSe and gi?es csto C-H Q Lore, and retsrvs wah 
a httle vsox cazmiae oa bee bps. bst despan- sits jet 
as beari}} oa lir brow Howerer there ecaaes a tnse 
when she 1 etui r a all smiles. She b cot the saire petsiai 
at alL The gel win now shoot to aegcaiataaces across 
the room, and tl sbe sxs }va are laterest^ m hr' batraag 
of omarse that j on are a beebdar, she will as like as col 
lante yea to her table tr at Ifaisl send her td to you 
bv the waite as a mart of friendsh^ The secret ? 

^thy ywx have goeased rt. Coe a i n e* If yoa cocld 
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ln\e folloTi-ed her into GHO Love on eath ol her pil 
gnmages jrou wuld have o^ahea^d i^ort but interesting 
httle con^ersatons The Commander in-Chief inside the 
doubL swing doors is a fat old woman who wears a white 
apron I am quite convmced that somewhere m France 
there must be a place where they produce these ivomen 
for the supply never fads and the demand is great *50016 
of the women indeed a good manj of them were dau^ 
ters of jo> in their >ooth 
Had jou been present yon would ha%e heard a con 
\ers>ation something on these lines 
Fat Old Woman So lucL ma belief 
Dark Gvrl shakes her head wearily then takes up 
a rouge stick which she robs o\ct her bps pencils her 
eyebrows and idly passes a pad o\er her finger nails 
Marcelle known m Montmartre as la grarde ^Iar 
Celle a tail fair gul shouts shnlly How silly >*00 are 
\\onne what matter if your Ernest has left you ? One 
lost ten found saj I 

\\onne a short and dowddy dressed young person 
whose eyes show sgns of recent weeping All very 
w^ for you to talk Maroelle you De>er had a man to 
sti^ to you 

lilarcelfe still more shnlli A mas ba ba that s 
good a mackerel \-oo mean a dirty cur who sent you 
out on the streets to get money for him to gamble with 
hio mackerel for me I know what to do with my money 
Yionne sptefuUy Yes we all know what you do 
with your money — send it to keep your bastard brat 
m the country 

Fat Old Woman %at up rrrs belles 
During this conversation the Dark Girl goes 
back into the retaurant where yon saw her looking 
more nuscrable than ever 

Dark Girl returns to GJl Q Love 
Fat Old \S Oman No luck tra belle ? 

Dark Girl Hasn t Margot been m y et ^ 

Fat Old Moman Its nearly her time. 

Dark Girl once more passes rouge stick over her bps 
mbs her naiN with pad and puts a little more black on 
her eyebrows 
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fccmedlp « shm acd fyettr Wcc&. 

S^ ts hv^zagasdendaOroa good t«n=s mJi ktsdl 
Jfcgot * Good ereattg, er ayb ody *’ 

. Fat Old Wocian * Aay bci. ru biiU?' 

Jlargot* " y«s, I fcare got iL‘ 

FatOIdWcffliaa '•ft I It I Wtalrt’ C^*U'cixi> 
B-ipt' r 

Dark Grf. eratedly "Gitt at a pcch, SJarsot" 
ilxrpsU bogkKg' •■3fy irtiat a face! loa »C1 
C2i<fe a aSBusate wrti tSxt X dffl ( 

Dark Gad, snDdly • ‘*GrTeBjeapia<3!,<S!fytwofSE<i«5. 

I acj wxtfcoat a eoa, otbsrmse I skeold cerer tare been 
wiitosst asy ’ 

Karrdic, Tsfco cow kas be tat o5 acd js errpe^s fctr 
tair "WlkceitaSOa? tt-»» Fj^ir-htraa 

silUaj oppo^ yctt acd tnafasg steeps eyes Utal 
aboat luci? He s tkere to cajej hcaself, s be act 
hnn?" 

Dark Grf • '* Oh. I cock cyseJI cot badly of tsa 
HargeU gm zae a psacb.** 

Majgot takes a bttkn^^ packet pot of ter bo? ard 
taod> It to the Dark Gel Here yen are tteo, bet 
doa t take the lot 1 shall want it wtea I go bsce to> 
wgli* “ 

Dark Gst haHsg as if she bs fonrd Tsndke. tails 
a picdi cf the wi/te powdo between ter licsb 
acd fa-eteger and pots rt to ba ccsiia. and m.2» bard . 
then she take anetber pisdt to the etber ccctrik and 
then yet another a»l aaotter 
ifarjot* "Here, bold bud. thats eooogb." 

Dark Girl, whose eyes eow shae bnghtlr 
«r rootr evecybody ' 

MarceCe, shoatiag* "FA fvw, tfce tall EcniidsaEi. 

Do j-oa stin mock at him ? " 

Itob GnI. laaghcg loedly " He b mine " 

And ytjn, ray tall Ei^cabrnan. xtiQ ether pay ter Hi 
cr not It afl depends. 

Yoa may pertiaps thmk tJm Uttfe ward petcre of G JI Q 
Lora ilorrtiaartre. s oredrowa and ejafsicrated. bnt 
I can acoTT w yon that rt ts oA. Ilasy a brtJe Innrua 
drama u stagrf m these pUo^ *sd trasedracd conredy 
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both of ^hich ha\e their appointed places m the Under 
world of Pans, are to be fou^ behind the rniiTor-co\ered 
swing doors Perhaps there is more tragedy than comedy , 
man> laugh so they shall not cry, but the tigeruh instincts 
of the '' daughters of ]Oy ’* come to the surface in gusts 
of prunilive passion when the prey of these manhunters 
IS out of sight, although not out of mind 
Champagne corks pop in the rcstanrant, the band 
crashes out the latest r^ . women in gorgeous gowms 
seem not to ha\e a care m the world but behind the 
scenes thexe li, another story to be heard The eternal 
struggle for the wherewithal to li\e. the e\erlasting war 
of the sexes , this and much more can be seen and heard 
c\eiy night in Montmartre 



CHAPTER VI 
now BtCK Itir THE PIPE 

He amt lato Tarts with he shoulders htuiched up Jus 
cnst>L5!i shoes burst at the toes, where hi» white socks 
showed through, We called him Buck from the Cist. 
But now I come to tbuil; of it I feel sore yon 
h^se ceser heard of “hittiog the pipe” Well 
You say that romance is dead or again jou may assat 
that Haroun-al Ra&chid still goes stalking through the 
highway's It all depends on your opfmusm — or jour 
diction- You cm sit in a thi on the bonlcs-ard and 
Wbh and wait for Ad\enlnre to come your way, or you 
may be marching to an unportant appomtnient ard Cud 
Adventure barring jour path, all dresM np m the most 
ahinng trappings But I am still keeping jou waioag 
for OQ explanation of "hitting the pipe.” 

Is the language of the t/oited State an opma smoker 
IS a man who hits the pipe." 'I ery simple, this ex- 
plonatiQQ IS It not ? Almost as simple as the little pipe 
of wood, sdm or beaten metal, m ^ich you insert the 
glowing red pdl of opium Bat to tell jou how 
came to hit it is. as Kiplmg once wrote, another stcey 
Wliert Buck appeared was at first a xnysteij 
He hr^ on the fourth floor of a third rate hotel I saj 
Ined but rt is more likely be mertly existed, for it was 
not every that he ale. tVe knew vaguelj that he 
had come across the Atlantic, bot Buck, was never pr«« 
about the manner of ius oossing, and it is to be siororsed 
that be made the joamey in a cattle boat Yon must 
visualise him as I first saw him one wet day m January 
I have described the shoes and the white socks, but Buck 
himself IS more di^^t to portray He was about thirty 
two, of mediam height, and oatber dark nor fair vey 
square m the shoulders, very onsralax m the anrs 
clean shaven, and with a curmns habit of speaking oct 
of one corner of his month Yes, some of them do 
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Very well, then, you ba\e som^ sort of picture m jour 
rmnd of Buck Apart from his shoes he ^vas not alto- 
gether shabby, but his one smt, built some summer when 
Buck was considerably jonoger I should saj, was not 
altogether the most appropriate wear for him when be 
came mto my ken on this wet day in January His 
shoulders were hunched up, but not m the manner jou 
see the unemplojed wallai^ Buck, too. was not em- 
ploved just then, but the way he wore his shoulders had 
nothmg to do wth it 

Bu'-k who at the tune was a newsboy or a bartender, 
I forget which had heard there was a war on o\er m 
Europe and he thought he would take a look at it Please 
don't be frightened, I am not going to spin >ou a war 
story of the good bad man who ‘ makes good ” m the 
last chapter, or the last * reel — depending how and 
where you take your dramatic fare I am quite convinced 
that Buck was on excellent neutral Had the said cattle- 
boat been going to Germany be would ba\e gone there 
with equal pleasure and open tmndedness to take a look 
at the little old war But tliere was a Fleet so 

there were no cattle-boats going to Germany That was 
why Buck was dumped down on the hospitable shores 
of France Hospitable, that is, if you ha%e money to 
spend, otherwise you can starve equally well in France 
as anywhere else I know that I learnt my lesson 
aho But to return to our muttons 
Not that there was anything sheepish about Buck 
He was as wide awake a young man as any who wear 
hair He had no money, no friends, not a w ord of French 
m his vocabulary, but the ivoild was his oyster, and 
every month seemed to ha>c an R in it I trust I am 
descnbmg Buck without gettmg too enthusiastic about 
him I ncNCT was enthusiastic, and am not now You 
see him perhaps full of beans as they say. ready to take 
life as he found it — and anythmg else that was not luiled 
to the counter When Buck was m good form he would 
drop hints of life as he bad lived it ' ox er Acre ” Some- 
times be would tell tales out of stiool and take us figura- 
tively speaking, on wild adventures in strange places — 
"when I was on the West Coast" — and then w ’ 
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Very \vell, then, you have some sort of picture m your 
mind of Buck Apart from his shoes he was not alto- 
gether shabby, but fail, odc smt, built some summer when 
Buck was considerably jonngex I should sa>, was not 
altogether the most appropriate wear for Vuio wheti he 
came mto mj ken on this \«t day in jmuaiy His 
shoulders u-ere hunched up, bat not in the manner jou 
see the unemplojed walkmg Buck, too was not em- 
plojed just then but the way he wore his shoulders had 
nothing to do with it 

Bu^k who at the tune was a newsboy or a bartender, 
I forget which had heard there was a war on o\er in 
Europe and he thought he \rould take a look at it Please 
don’t be frightened 1 am not gomg to spin you a war 
story of the good bad man who makes good ’ m the 
last chapter, or the last ‘reel — depending how and 
where j oa take your dramatic fare 1 am quite convinced 
that Buck was an excellent neutral Had the said cattle- 
boat been going to Germany he would have gone there 
with eqnal pleasure and open-mindedness to take a look 
at the little old war But there was a Fleet so 

there were no cattle-boats gomg to Germaiiy That was 
whv Buck was dumped down on the hospitable shores 
of France Hospitable that is if you haie monev to 
spend , otherwise you can staric equally well m France 
as anywhere else I know that I learnt my lesson 
also But to return to our muttons 
Not that there ivas anything sheepish about Ruck 
He was as wide-awake a y'oung man as any who wear 
hair He had no money no friends, not a word of French 
m his locabolary but the world was hiS oyster and 
ei’ery month seemed to ha\e an R in it I trust I am 
descnbing Buck without getting too enthusustic about 
him I neier was enthusiastic, and am not now "Vou 
see him perhaps full of beans, as they say ready to take 
life as he found it— and anything else that was not nailed 
to the counter \^ten Bock was m good form he would 
drop hmts of life as he had hied it 'oier^ere ’ &ine- 
times he would tell tales out of school and take m, figura- 
tively speaking, on wild adventures in strange places 

“when I was on the West Coast"— and then would 
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follow a wboUy scaadalons stoiy of wfaat had happened 
one night wh^ a tnao had said the fire words which 
no American roast speak withoat a smile on hu. face. 

Buck could take his own part in a fight, too for I 
have seen him do it And if fooi of ns had not dragged 
him olt his man. Mr Buck would have bad to face a 
Frendi magistrate. Not at all the sort of man 5W1 would 
want to take home to tea with your mother 

Buck had not the faintest notions of life in I^ns but 
he was quite ready to team He wanted a good tune , 
he wanted to cam plenty of money , he wanted Mventore 
with a capital A. He did not off and enlist m the 
Foreign L^on He made no attempt to fight cc any 
front except the Pans front J am not blimmf tun 
1 am 3cst recording He was one of those pcopfc who 
were quite content to sit on a chair on the Boulevard and 
wait I have said that Rock bad no notion of life m 
Pam 1 should have said tbat he bad p!ect> of notums. 
bnt the notions were the wrong ones He had read the 
more sensational of the New ‘iork newspapers and was 
quite prepared to do battle with Apaches when and where 
he might meet them thinkmg the mo»t hkU^ place to 
meet them was on the thresbold> of the mere piquant 
JU^t aiis But It did not take Bnck verv long to Vam 
tbat Paris at war was a mi^ty different place to the 
Bans he had iraagmed thoo^ I do not say that a peacefu I 
Pans might not have aho been v«j different Anvfcow, 
there it was 

Bnck had no use for the people he called "afpe- 
hangers " He wanted life wiUi picntj of colour la it 
He drifted into a crowd of Amencaa rewspaper men. 
and they showed bun a little of Pans but th«.^ 
too weighed down with the rcspoasabihties of then jote 
to be of much use to Bock- However, thej lOTmed a 
leading to other acquaintances Biwk had 
pknt> of cheek and Muff and very soon be was maiirg 
fneoda right and left One Ix^an to hear of him everj- 
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m the bars where Amencans and Englishmen, gathered 
His personahty was not the most pleasing He was not 
generous indeed he had not the wherewithal to be 
generous but he was a. good fellow and one U\ed 
m a hectic round of exatement anjhow 
Then one noticed a cunous thing One bad been 
seeing Buck with a certain circle of friends and then 
one would see the aide without seeing Buck there 
Buck? Oh jes bes somewhere around Then 
one saw him with an entirely different set of friends 
and if one were a careful ob^mer one would note that 
the new cirde was of a different class of men to the 
former It was a more monied class And then 
There appeared tlie woman Of course > on has e been 
waiting for her and mayhap ha\e wtindered why I ha\e 
not produced her before but m truth she did not appear 
before so jou must take her in her proper place Tor 
let me whbper it to >ou she is not the onl> woman in 
this stor) 

The woman was almost as great a mystery as her Io\er 
Buck She was uU dark and untidy and not a bit 
good looking W’here she came from nobody knew 
She was French, she said and probably \s-as but she 
spoke English well She was beard to mention a husband 
whom nobody saw and she spoke of gomg to America 
although she never went But she went eieiywhere 
where Buck went She had more than a nodding ac 
quaintance with the Underworld of Pans Where and 
how she had gained the knowledge and experience she 
neN-er said and nobody asked her But she knew alright 
alnght as Buck would say m his language 
Buck and the woman made their bow in the places 
the dark suhterranean places where Pans used to amuse 
Itself during the war I have given a description of 
these places elsewhere in this twk Iso need to say 
more about them now But at first the couple appeared 
in the more modest of these haunts It was difficult 
to get a dnnk after nine-thirty at night But if you 
knew Buck who then had been but nme months in 
Pam he would take you somewhere A cab would be 
called 5 on would dnve through the night not knowing 
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or canag wfcere yoa west Tb* cab «tc? heim 
a citot ordmajv bolsag fcoa$s B>.ck wiild h 
ttecab. ter wiuc6 yoa paid, tien be would nr? a KH. 
aad wlca tie dow opeced ie would wall ccsSrs mti 
all the asscraace la the worH. He would stop ca lie 
nglit^dag, tfc«3hewDnIdgnethen|;htta>::j, wtici 
was tie epert sesame ard tie dexjr would swag bati, 
di=diKrng a rather repolsicc looliEg womatL \ ca wwJi 
go tato aa onioarr title nwa and 50a would Arde' 
aad oblam ar-d pav for what j-db nked, Acd the wonaB 
woold talk most amcsggly 4 od Bjrfc woidd tJS 
oat of oae comer cf tis moati \oii see, eue had to 
amose eaeself as cae ojt.!d la tiosc dits 
For qmte a. wide Beck and the woman wse tc^ether 
day and n^t She Uosseiaed forth 10 trKb'ertjJet « 
Hhea one dap.orcaecight.Ifc^et winch. BBckarjsared 
ahrae Ose asked alter the wnsaa. BMr gal's as 
ajr^ rep'v Xo they tad cot guairtUed She was 
somew h ere aboat Aad that was all jou ei-er h^srd 
iwl z*eiaJj ic af biowii^ erer sstr her a^s2S 
Bud. was oew qibte a feahne of Fsrtfiaa IJe ho 
lotsjser was he to be cset with cs the lower hauats of tie 
Hoderweld. So'etsoo is all tus gl^sy he made 
he bow where they dracL cotbmg but chas^pagre. He 
hseir all tie Fmad aces of the air. aad cah «3 them tf 
tiwr SH^asoes He exebasged cccfideaces vnth eScers 
of hs^di rant. He knew qmte a lat too xncch pcriapi 
of impoitaot military bappcaiogs. Btrl. was rccih 
soaght after ly mea acd wosen. He a^»a^a had a ^ 
jokeaDdasmSeforevtxjbodT One becusc acoastoassi 
to meeting him erenwhere m all the smartest haarta 
of the bcderwerld. wiidi were crcch fmjueated at that 
time bj aCted eScers os kave Ffe couU dance cocH 
IJjck aad dance well, 14 e most ^c-en c a es and this, 
of coarse, added to his pofdantr Btt I xPast cocfen 
ttat I fcTpmeriod a sort of •dseck ore eraiac when, 
fexrng deed wth soeae rathe tmboheaion Arnencnn 
frttnda Bird, walked ta after dinner to make a foonh 
at bndge. 

One heard of places bmg raided, and Bock Icacg 
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caught m the rai<Js , but he never got into any kind of 
trouble and alwaj’S came up smiling 

\nd then the second umnan appeared There uus 
notlung mi'stenous about her She was very pretty 
slight and pdxie She had nothing much to saj , ard d-d 
not try and say it uhwdi wi.e on her i»rt you vail 
agree But she had repo*^ and die sat quietly and 
looked pretty and drank pretty looking Lquid> through 
a straw Fascinating that was the word to describe 
her And Buck was not a jealous man He liked his 
friends hu> fnenda coming down from the bne on leave, 
to have a good tune They were quite willing to pay. 
and Buck and his \oung hnend took them round and 
introduced them But you still found that Buck was 
chmbmg higher m the «oaal scale although th^ scale 
was but one which led through the Lodemorld But, 
as I have retnarked everybody was hvirg a hectic life, 
and dthoufh there were censore of letters cen»era of 
cables and censors of ocw*5 there were no censors of 
morala which perhaps was as well for everybody 
Buck did not po<« as a patriot but 1 emphatically 
deny ^e allegation that he was a pro^ennan He 
did not sav ‘ mv country — nght or wrong but always 
tny country There was nothing of the bigot about 
Back He took the Germans qu le scnously to task 
about many mvacndeav ours but he did the same thing 
with Engird and America His information about 
coming events was remarkable. It was uncanny, until 
you remembered the people with whom he mixed and 
then von recalled that he had every means of knowing 
what was happenuyg on the \\esteni Front But Buck 
confined his doings to the Pans front still 
I used to meet Bock about this tunc quite a lot and 
sometimes I would find him downhearted He b^ d 
come to little old France to the btUe old war but 
apart from a few bombs, he had <een nothing at all , 

( ard Adventure with the capital A had not come hia 
' wav You could not exactly describe him as rtting on 
a chair on the Boulevard cow and waiting for it, 
you spoke figuiatively But he had he good times. 

t 
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^ <Iran1c de«> of Jjfe, ard that Tt-as tfce 

onl> Lind oI dnnLinp he d»o to etrcss 

I hast Seen Dock hoLnoLbing, as they sav, with th4 
most unexpected j^opSe, men holding ht^ positions 
m Frerdi Giplomaiic Ue, seung men and old men who 
were gbd to wander a while through the UrderworM 
but none too young er too old but to be glad to task 
uj the sweet smiles of Dock's ptetty compamon. This 
continued for a long time America was ui the war 
row, but someierw Buck wia never forced to %ht fer 
his counttj 

Tb^ histtoy repeated itself Bed was seen about 
town ill the gajest haunts wnhout the pretty but quiet 
woman Oh, yes, she was about JVo they bad net 
quarrelled were suil good friends, but rot together 
aav longer It was not even a nine daj-s* wonder 'ft 
Was nobody’s bminess Nobody knew and nobody 
eared what had become of tbe joatrg woman Very 
likely Buck hunself did not know totaioly be did 
Bot seem to care very' macb Jle earned on as cs&aL 
He vas never very fnlj of money, but be always had ; 
fnerds m plenty, fnends vcho were only too willirg 
to pay for a good tuHf*, and to pay for tbe man who was 
showing It them 

Dot Buck did not remain unattached very long He 
appeared but only in the voy smartest restaurants 
and in the rrost select of nigfat kaonU, witfa a most beautiful 
rroisan Sho was very tw very stniiagly dark, most 
gorgeously gowned, ard the most fasanatmg woffiw 
who had eier appeared in Buck's circle She spoke afl 
languages with equal fluency She was said to be Potci. 
and she neiw sard aayibiiig to discourage this belief 
She lived in a flat just off the Oiamps Elysfcs and the 
Batft-asaBttingsettiOfffcTjhoceapant Chinese bang^ 
lamps bt the spacious rooms There were woeferfu* 
divans costly Persian carpets and rugs from the 
She luid travelled much in the East, she said and n^ 
brought back with her many Eastern cnsfoins Beantifai , 
ladic5 who have travelled m the East can b** eccCT^c^ 
without attracting much attention, and the fact that 
Bock’s tnend bad danced Extern dances at private 
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soirffj tras only looked upon as a pleasant ecccntriaty 

To be in\jtea to her fiat became the most sought alter 
X mvitation m pans Not all visitors t'trc admitted to 
the \ery select parties she gate, and those who went 
neter spoke mtuA about it, but they tned hard to go 
again It was evident to everybody that Buck was 
much smitten It was a senous affaire this time Ho 
followed his divimty about everywhere He was her 
sla\ e , always at her beck and call, and it became obvious 

to his Inenda that B uck was not lookmg so well as he did 
And most strange to relate a faint brown stain appeared 
at the right hand comer of his mouth Most people 
wondered what on earth it could be , others, who knew, 
smiled quietly But the stain became deeper, and Buck s 
looks became more and more haggard \ou see, Buck 
had "hit the pipe I do not believe that he enjoyed 
it any more than I wiU txdieve that be was a slave to 
opium but he was a slave to tbt woman who had bade 
mm smoke 

^ There came a day when neither the woman nor Buck 
were to be seen There were strange rumours ui Pans 
Then after a long long time, it was said that Buck had 
been seen But the man who said he had seen him was 
called a fool, lot he described Buck as a man with hunthtd- 
up shoulders wild mad eyes that looked but did not 
see . out of elbow and down at heel And V'ct 
andyet there was an echo m some of our mmds, 

perhaps ? was it, after all ? 

He was seen again and agam, never m his old haunts, 
but passing like a homeless ghost, flitting from place 
to place. Ignoring his friends who tried to probe the 
myste^ 

• **•••• 

I You want to know what became of the woman who 
was the cause of Buck ** bitting the pipe ’ '* There 
was a court martial bdiind closed doors The war is 
efi 2^®^’ ^ secret then may be disclosed now 

'The woman was accused and found guilty of sending 
to Germany some details of the tanks which were about 
to be used m the first Battle of the Somme All through 
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Uie t^l bkeretustdlospiai Ojs »I Uie afct lt»Tm 
, j •>" odiocitf arJ jHhMrfi le 

pleaded haid for fuj cl rat's Lfe tie cjiurt was adaffiaci 
’*0' “WJhh piac»Kl persons tned to intercede and hare 
ms woman v sentence changed to one of uaptBcuunect 
tor life, bat she had to meet her doom 
Verj early one vnnttr s morning a motor car feft the 
troaicn s pnson of St Laaare m Pans In it were three 
guards and a tall axurun enveloped in a doai. bnt withoat 
a hat The guards vtte irooUed and HI at eas^ Id 
another motor car sthwh faUowrd the first there were 
seated tiro sw^-faced nuns The motor-cais am\td 
at VTacence, just ootside Pans 
On the edge of the diteit which surronniL the mflitaij 
ejerctsc grounds tivere was pU«d a wooden stake. Drawn 
cp not many paces awa\ ard faai^ the stole, was a 
file 6{ soldiers a bornoa Woe They vrv s*acdioj 
stiffly at attertioo A few faces to tlj<»ir nght was a 
young oTiccr who bad been wounded at the froot "Ibe 
motor cars stopped ' The baUess woman and the fuards 
alighted Tbej waited a moment for the two nuns 
who pLiced themsehes one ©a either side el the womsa 
pTboner. and so walked with her to tb^ post cl deatb 
The wvojan stiD standing was hound to the stake 
hot as ihej were going to bhfldfold her she laughingly 
shook her head, and, lookmg her executioners straight 
w the face she met her death The name of the woman 
was Mata Han 

\nd B-ck ? Oh he B stifl about Sometimes at 
Bight, Ts-hnr JT® wsiUc Ihrojgb the streets where ^ me 
bars mest frequented bv Amencans, a ertature wul 
out of the gutter and fartncly pick at your sle«e Be 
has aged and his teeth are all goni. There is a tb:» 
tiowa stain at tie ngbt baad ctaner cl bis mouth and 
thank Cod, be is quite mad 



CHAPTER VII 

IS tnC POUTICU. UVDIRWOELD 

NuTilER Uie fertilL brains of Sax Robiner nor \\illjatn 
le Quex could m\ent plots tthich could equal certain 
schemes plotted in the politiral Lndcniorld of Pans 
I>unng the past decade muiuters and political morals 
base changed considerably Now the cal>if*f< roir is 
seldom used but ecen nowadays there arc thuigs done 
wlutji wtjuld make cvcellent plots for plays books and 
films 

The ca&Micl nctr m the days that arc gone w-as a 

f iowerful weapon in the hands of an\ Irench goiemment 
n those times women eften took a hard ui politics and 
many cabinets ha%e been made and oierthrown ui the 
bouoou of a pretty Pan icnne The aht et rotr \ -as 
the place where a person s correspordence was subjected 
to a thorough inspection before d^lucn The word 
would go forth that all letter* and teleciams directed 
to M X would lia\e to pass through the hand? of the 
caiiHrf fcuf Persons tmplo'ed would m their turn 
be father under the thumb of, the persons employing 
them ^ there was not much chance of them giimg away 
any mformation Letters would be unsealed read 
copied and then dehitied Sonetimes nothmg com 
promisuig would be found and then different tactics 
iTOuId hare to be adopted But if the letters telegrams 
and i>tUi bleits contained a few words from a woman 
refenmg to an appointment a dmner engagement or 
whdt not wath the Deputy X then the under secretary 
who was nommally looking after the matttr would know 
how to act 

He would send for the deputy and ask hun point blank 
i if it ivas true that he was opi^sed to a bill that the got ern 
ment was thinkmg o! putting through the Chamber 
If the questioner was satisfied that rumour was nght he 
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wwiM s!«jVe b»5 rtaasUdhc «rd srmlaff safdmxaDr 
nrcmur ' Chamu -5 lutfc creature, Jladwrozielle Z. 
t< «£i- deputy tain uflav-ares rroc'd 

po»;ablj ntsrHe sid stttnbV. and admtt and d-ny alt 
in the same leeath Tien wsuW the joung ccdee- 
*«retMy admuustcr the to«p dt gfd^t, jtUu'g ilte deputv 
Uul he hApfnJ to tnid tx-n uu the »ic!e ot the go>-ern 
ment when the bill ante before the Qiambo-. he roatd 
ring for him to be shown out- The ejitf-a nstr had dm* 
Its wotIi agam 

There is ra doubt that this sjttein saved many gt«ero- 
ojfnts kont awkaard OKKarots. hut it had rather a 
boomerang ctTcet, for cicn who wne broken bj it were 
sort to seek a wav of m'enge, and the person or perscas 
who had broken them wtiuld hare their past and present 
pat under the mlcreseope and ww betide Ihea if there 
were anj blemiOie. There were and to a certain extent 
«ill arc, nen ard particnUrlj women of the Underwcrid 
who would Iced ibetoscKcs body and soul— «t a price— 
to the highest bidder, and if a mans hofiosr was to be 
nsiaM and ha political future blasted, there would b« 
no qualms at the ondertakicg 
The “latcaiag table" was aroiher fjveunte waj of 
knowing crerylhinf possible about a man shadowed 
T&strurtioas we'c given that wherever Iii» teJefime 
nom^ was asked !«■ by a sab>aiber. be and the perse® 
talkiogjobiniwfTetobeswitcbedlbronsbtothe "table’ 
where an operator sat and took down cveiy word m shert- 
haad without, of course «tber of the people speaking 
knowing an) thing of the matter The “ listeoiflg table 
I might foention is not jet cntirclj out of action anr 
more than the eshttet retr ts , the fomer iretbod of 
inqumtioa was used txtany limes danng the war Certain 
persona many of (hem Bnt-sb might be surprised to 
know that the IVefecture of Ikilice has fall records of 
courmatKas which were thought to be private. The 
political Underworld of Tamis \«!ry complex. 'It emphys 
some extraordinary peop’e and I thml this a the 6«t 
timetbattwoofitsmethodsliavebficncxixMd Certiaily / 
several foreigners who have dabbled too modi m French 
pities, and have b«a ei^dled. owe thar *aie puiely 
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and simply to either the roir or the *' liSicning 

tahle," or both 

Certain ministers ^ho ha\e oiade their ^va> to power 
by dcvioia routes, ha\c a gang of blackmailers from 
the Underworld dogging their footsteps and crdea\ourmg, 
like a pack of ivoKcs to drag down tUcir prey and make 
a meal of him There u an elderly deputy who 
not 'cia’ long ago told me a little story which he put 
in parable form 1 wall endeaxour to repeat it because 
jt giies in succirct manner what a certain phase of the 
Trench political Underworld IS like Tht M Xf mentioned 
throughout Ac strry was lor a long tunc the Minister of 
the Interior Two a cars ago he was sentenced to a term 
of banishment ann is now believed to he in Spam 
" XMicn M vvas n the gutt«*r where he really belongs " 
began Ac deputy ‘ he licd to play a game of roaniUe 
e\cry aUemoon m a certain little caf6 IIis opponent 
had a wife who did not approve of the afternoons spent 
m playing games ef card* One afternoon the woman 
came into the cafd end said aloud to her husband * Come 
with me Xf XI sud to his friends wife (who w*as aUo 
his mtotrcas), ' Let aim b^ and then the woman turned 
to her lover and boxed his ears shoutmg Don't you 
interfere, you pig * That was ‘ome years ago. but 
cow XI J5 a Xfinistcr and ht» fnend and opponent at 
manille is b-s Chef de Cabmet But tlie woman is neither 
the wife cf the one nor Ae mistress of the other '* This 
uncdifynag little story of the sardonic old deputy is quite 
true 

Bu' there arc quite a number of other things Aat 
mav be told of if and his satellites This man is still 
qirie young he is a member oi the FrenA RaAcal- 
Sccialul party, wbiA in the last Chamber was the roost 
pwerful party, and consequently he was a member 
tt several wartime governments He was arrested by 
order of Clcmcnceau and tried by Ac High Court WTieAer 
Cf not he was guilty of treason is not a matter for me 
ti discuss here, but there arc certain things whidi were 
froved Up to Ae hilt, and although he was ne\er tried 
t»r murder, the ‘‘yle/io« Tfiinfaije *' and several other 
rewspapers accused XI of being concerned in causing 
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psnosass »• *5 of Cofflons- Both lh<a 

“l iras a doim It men and 

men hate I’M' ^ dealmgs at '““os Kjc 

ironen mth ''Jj''? ‘'l that he has had to M 

Camans hinsdl hffl _a'^ „[ men si^ 

vnth ^c^y ctmcr-a tud the iromen 

^joanected with the But^Se«a 2 “ the} M 

^ere often their b, oeass of 

a dc&mtc Sable '■ that tXor «ffiS b«^e 

Bcrandthe CaiUair has said tot 

tEOwn to for the nnnJa- o^'g 

xrhen haS wife was “f ' (a enae whsch the 

rahnett** the ao 3 uUedbyasJ'mpa- 

^^ committed 

SS-^^ls-gS 
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was a great outcrj against »t but Almerejda and bis 
fnends of the Undenvo’ld vctre immune from interference 
Thc> were obtaining great sun» from the Govemrrents 
secret funds This more> vrbidi was practically black 
mail obtained from M only paid out of the Gotxmmcnt s 
funds instead of hts own was spent by the Dot ret 
Roiigt gang m orgies Ncarlj all of them and par 
ticularly the chief Almerejda Vigo were dope fiends 
This man who was eaten up ^ disease u^ to take 
morphia He had a wife and ^ild and man\ irometi 
friends in \anous parts of Trance He had spent hia 
youth m the b-ndcmorld ard although he had n^tn 
he had ncicr been able to cast off the sha^'kles 
But his death was atemblc tragedv and a mystery which 
has never ycl been sufficiently proUd Offaally the 
cause of his death \wis suicide but readers who follow 
the story I have to tell mav come to a different opinion 

Pubbe opinion was being voiced in thr press m no 
uncertain fa'ihion Somethmg had to be done to silence 
the gutter rag the Dornet Rouge but for obvious 
reasons no initnictions could go out irom the Mini try 
of the Interior 'I went on a short huhdav and while 
he wis away the affairs were left in the hands of another 
Munster Twenty four hours after M IcftPan* \lmereyda 
was anested 

if returned to office Of coure it is no common thmg 
m Trance for a man to be kept a year or two m prison 
before he is brought to trial But this man Almereyda 
was an exception He was a pnnee in the Underworld 
(espeaaHy the political UndcrwoTld' with men and 
women ready at his beck and call He had been useful 
sometunes when at libertv but it was quite possible 
that he would resent hts bbrrty being curtailed even 
though word might be sent to faun pnvatcly that detention 
would be made as easy as possible and acquittal wouM 
throw open the prison doors Ibere was always a danger 
of Alroercyda ratting and bumirg his bwts tellm" 
all he knew The all miebt verv likely prove un 
pleasant to people in high place* Thfrc was a very 
delicate problem to solve namely how to keep Almcreyda 
quiet in prison and at the same time allay the public 
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Lentjir, the son ol a lathci, •was the typical 

example of a young man who became entangled in the 
political Undenvorld of Paiis He had c\ cry'thing m his 
favour but he preferred to become the friend of men 
and women who made him their tool for their nefarious 
purposes like many others who are members of the 
gai^ which freqncnt the Underworld, Lenoir was addicted 
to drugs He made friends vnth women who were as 
bad m tins way as he was His mother did her best to 
sale Uun hut he was dn\en from pillar to post by his 
“ friends ’* who were simply making use of him to get 
money for then own ends The source of the supply 
was undoubtedly Germany and Germany wanted to 
purchase a Paris newspaper The ‘ Journal ’’ was 
reput^ to be for sale and many men and women m 
the Underworld posed as the persons who could bnng 
about the sale to a man who would has e been in Gerroany s 
pay Lenoir was I am convmced more sinned against 
than suuung, and other people should baie met wnth 
their deserts and have accompanied bun to the stake 
at Vincennes 

Some of these people are still about Pans One of 
them IS an Englvshman by birth, and most Uhely his 
name will one day figure in a sensational case that wiU 
astoiush the whole world, but until then one must keep 
silent Thk> man has many satellites in the politick 
Underworld, and cunously enough for an Englishman, 
he has already succeeded in laying his hands on several 
very important weapons which are usuallv the property 
of Frenchmen who desire to achieve political power 

Thinking of this mans name brings to my rmnd another 
who was ^ot as a traitor I refer to Bolo Pacha This 
man vras merely the too! in the ban^ of men who were 
cleverer than he He was just an otdinarv adventurer, 
who had no mformation of any kind to sell to the Ger- 
mans , but he paid the penalty of bemg a political adv cn- 
turer — one of those cunous creatures of the Underworld 
who only exist m France and in some of the newer of 
the South Amencan republics Bolo had one cunous 
trait— be never used women m his adventures His 
earlier life was fuH of mean swindlmgs, when women 
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\nte often Ju$ vjcUibs, bot after he named fce nerer 
eiths’ swindleii a woman or cscd one as a decoy to get 
money Ttus u more than ennoos, becatse it i> typical 
of all the French pohtica) adrcrtcrers who have eoice 
tirder my notice tfiat tiiQr make great pby with women. 
Soaietunes the women are the dupes , sometupes thev 
are part and parcel of the plat and dmiP thetr share ol 
the booty with the men 

One iroman who was oertamly cothuig but a dnpe 
was cicedv related to an Jfogltshman occnp)’icg a high 
station She married a Frenchmas and settled in France 
She was a pretty woman but not beantiftil Herattnictum 
was her bnlhut conversatioa Very scon affo' her 
marriago she de\ eloped a fla.f for pohtical maoccuvnng 
Her boose in Pans became a salon — m the same sense 
as one talks of the old-tune political salons. Alhusters 
and tarder*t«retanes wen at her feet Sie keew all 
the mores oo the board and being a wealthr woman 
there was not the slightest saspmon that she was m aking 
use of any informatwa that came her way Jfany' people 
of importance in France paid coort to her and ulur&^tel} 
a man set himself oat to use tbs woman in order to obtain 
certain mformatioa of primary mportance He wa» 
not abore getting m toeA with one of the very dapper 
y onng men who are raenbers of the pohtical Underworld, 
and m^e a certain sa^esUon to him in fact preffb^ 
him a position d jnat'ers fell ont as he desired The 
young man was to cc i m p r o mfce the woman but she w« 
a young peson who knew how to take care of h^df 
\ery quickly she seized the tangled threads of the 
straightered them oat and sent both the ircn about 
their bosiPfiss Bat the matter did not rest there and 
there ensued a crtia in political oicles which might 
had the graiest lesults. I can only say that the snin 
occ u rred shortly before Marshal Foefa was appointed 
Generalissimo of the AILed Armies The matter 
settled bat for a long time the lady was under a cloud 
As I have already stated. I am eonvmced that she wss 
merely a dupe in the whole affair 
OU'er women play to wm There occum to me the 
name of a French conntess who had a love afiair with 
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a Minister The TroTsan althongh a countess ^vas closeij 
vratched b> the pobce and the man who was her lover 
\vas head ot the dep.^tmcnt which nominaU> at least 
controls the Piefecture oI Police He was warned in 
a fncndly waj by one oI ht> subordinates but turned 
angry and refused to listen to a word said against the 
ladj There came a time however when he was con 
xmeed that the uoman was merely using him as a tool 
to ser\e her political fiiends and it skws the hand of the 
iluiister himsUf v,hich signed the vsairant e^peUing her 
from France 

Eldcrlj senators who ha\e jxmng female friends ocenpj 
mg situations at one or other of the French subsidise 
th^tres axe often, the butts of joLes in the Pans news 
papers but the jokes now hate Ic&t their sting No 
doubt It was true at one tune that scnatois and deputies 
who bad fallen victims to the charms ol >oung trench 
actresses and opera dancers were sometimes ensnared 
in plots of men who u»ed the women as deco\s for their 
own end) but I do not think this sort of thing is sery 
prei'ulent to-da^ although of course e\er>one who has 
used in Pans any length of tune learns of cases where 
certain actresses exercise a certain amount of pohUod 
power 

There is an actress who still acts despite her somewhat 
adiwuced age and if this woman could eiTT be induced 
to wnte her sto^' her pohtical memones would cause 
a great sensation No doubt she has been the cause of 
the overthrow of more than one goNTinment 

Sometimes one hears of a >oung re\-ae ac tress trying 
to be a power in pohtics but after a tune she loses her 
pearls or buys a lion or docs someUiuig d-e whidi her 
press agent can arrange easier than forming a pohtical 
salon During the war a very young actress plating 
a Very small part in a rcMie in one of the toulevaid theatres 
entered a taxi-cab and found on tiie seat son» documents 
which looked most important She took them to the 
pol ce station where were found to be of th* \rry 
greatest importance The two men through whose 
carelessness the documents were left bdund la th» tan 
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were court nsartialled. Now a geaeral, who was tnilitary 
attad}$ to aa important French Embassy, and a jamg 
French Ucotenant, are on half pay, and a jotmg actress 
no longer rides m taxis, bat dnies a car o! her own Dus 
story IS another phase of the political UederworJd and 
should really cot be here at a^ 
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MCKT CLUBS 

PABISIAI.S do not understand club We as Ixindoners do 
True, Pans poacsscs dubs some ol which such as the 
Travellers and the Jockey, ate cxceedmglj well known, 
and hav-e on their lb,t ol members men whose names 
are lamova on both sides o! the Channel Many of the 
membw of sudj dubs as 1 have named never use them 
except three or four tunes a year when passing through 
Pans on their way south 

Another famous dub is the Automobile, which has a 
far longer list of French members than either of the other 
two forementioricd dubs Cali life, of course, replaces 
dub life for the middle class man But no ordinary 
I^is dub could possibly exist were it not for the card 
playing Kot whist or bndge but gambling games pure 
and simple Exceedingly high stakes are pU>ed for at 
ejieirin it ftf and baccarat and the games axe played 
wnth scrupulous honesty One never nears the math 
of scandal concemmg them 
It stands to reason that there are other dubs rora 
where gambling goes on. and dubs which are not tolerated 
by the pohec Such dul» if dubs ihey may be called, 
are much frequented by members of the Underworld 
of Pans In argol they are known as fnpols, and the 
people who run them are known as Grecs The probable 
reason for callmg the professional gamblers " Greeks '* 
IS that the Greeks are famous or notorious gamblers 
People who hav e frequented the rooms at Deauville and 
Sfonte Carlo will readily agree with me The tn^ots, 
or gambling heUs, are to be found scattered all over Pans 
■ There is hardly a quarter of the capital which does not 
hold one or more of these places Baccarat is the favonnte 
game Sometunes the play is fair and honest, but often 
it is not These places are not easy to discover if one 
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flashes Then there is sJcnce People look at one 
another, not vath any particular sense of horror for a 
crime commuted, because many of those present are 
already hardened in crime of all Linda, but because they 
are all more or less in the same boat , nobody can afford 
to ha\e a pohee case arise out of the httle “ acadent *' 
Soon the matter is arranged If the victim is dead, 
be IS earned out of the tnpol when the coast is clear, 
and the body is dumped down in a deserted street And 
another crime is added to the already tembJy long list 
of mj'stenes of the Pans UndervrorM If the victim 
IS rneteij wounded he will most hkely be taken in a 
cab to a hospital The people who take him there will 
fade away quickl>, and the Pans hospital authorities 
are all against gi\ing any information to the police If 
the police get ivuid of the affair and insist on an inquiry. 
It IS a hundred to one that the victim himself has net 
a particularly brilliant record and will refuse to gne 
detaiL of the affray which brought him to the hospital 
So in cither case the tnpot does not suffer 

Sometimes, of course the pohcc raid the gamblmg 
hell& and round up those present Instantly it is known 
that the police hare arrived everjone makes a hasty 
grab for me money that is on the tables Many who 
have had an unluck> evening have finished up winumg 
by reason of a police raid There is also a scramble 
to get nd of TcvoUere and other weapons, for there is 
a law against carrying arms without a pohcc permit, 
and the inhabitants of the Undtrworld are not the sort 
of people who are likdy to seek such permission Tliere- 
forc, revolvers are thrown away or. if &ere is time, hidden 
beneath cushions and sofas A few words m tinj type 
appear in the fails divers rolumns of the Paris newspapers, 
and that is all that is heard of the matter The keepers 
of the Inpvi may be kept in prison awhile and they may 
even be sentenced to a term of imprisonment but it is 
quite likely that the ’ursu, which I have etplained else- 
where may be invoked xa their favour, and verj' soon 
J they be the hosts in another little gambling hell 
Oh a very merry life 1 

Besides the places where card games to the exclusion 
0 
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of lOI ether fonns ol iramMirg are adclged m there a.? 
the clandestine betung establftlimeots Boohnabis n 
France \\as prohibited a nanj jrais ago 3ic 
Pail Mctael booths from whicli the Goienunent fakes 
a Ja^e percentage, is the only recognised form of bettic? 
on Jior&e raong But it stands to reason that, mih 
mwtwgs going on seien dai^s a neck around Pans duneg 
the racing season, there roust be ibonsan^ of men and 
women who want to bet. but base neither the time cor 
the opportunity to attend a racecourse in order to back 
thar /anq ' Ckndestme betting cstabhshAects were 
scry mirrerous before the war but I feel sure that tie 
number in Pans alone has tripled since racing was rrsustd 
siter the Aimtsticc Bare and cafes that would EOt 
ha\e thought of receiving bets from customers before 
are now quite ready to oblige Sometic'es a bookmaker 
will be found tcad> to attend to customers, but wore 
often than not one has to wnte down ones bet on a piece 
of paper hard it oier the bar with the monq and then 
return tbe ne\t da> to collect the winnings— if any 
It IS not the bar keeper who does (he boo^akmg m . 
these cases the bet to-ltuisfemd and s-cry often P® ■* 
through seyeral hards l«fore it reaefcre the beokouier 
Ihe bar keeper will hand thfe bel oiw to a regeiable 
hawker, who is one of the bookmaker s agents and from 
tbe hawker it mil pass perhaps to another caf# or bar 
before it reaches the person for whom it i» mterdei 
Before the war I I’lsilcd a roost ujtereting clandeshre 
betting cstabltobment It existed nght up to tbe time 
hostilities commerced. It was situated in a corner ol 
tbe Palau Rc^e at the top of the Rne ^ iwenne ThOT 
13 a flight of steps leading down into (he Palais Roi'afe 
On the right hard comer was an urdergroand lierkrlkf 
It was kept bi a Gennan and fifty per cent of tbe fr<* 

S tenters were Germans too One went down about 
ty steps, and came to a temWs duty senes of cellars, 
crowd^ so that one bad to fgbt one s wwy in. An vn' 
shasen Gerroan m hta shirt sleeves wnuld put down a 
magofSfmichererbcfore jon— yoahad to ha%eit whetbery 
or no — and then when poor ejss became more accus 
tomed to the semi-darknes yon woukl find a tape macbine 
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in s corner of one of th^ cellars In another corner vns 
a table at which were Siting two men, the bookmaker 
and h« clerk Yoa went to 5ie tape and saw the names 
of the runners and jockej's come up and then jou went 
o%er to the table and made jour bet The minimum 
stake with the Pari Slutuel is five francs but the book- 
maker here would take anj thing from one franc upwards 
If JOU von, JOU were paid as soon as the names of the 
winners came up on the tape There were clorens and 
dozens of men gomg in anti out of the Iter^eller everj 
afternoon when there was racmg and I could ne\er 
understand why this place did not attract the attentions 
of the police It wis the most brazen thing of its kind 
I base ever seen 

Smcc the war another kind of club has sprung up in 
Paris It Is the night club but it has nothing in common 
with similar orgmisations ui London 1 know that 
there arc night clubs in England which arc respectable 
to the point of dullness but in Paris noboOv can charge 
them wUi being either respectable or dull During 
the wur, or ratlier at the beginning eierv-thing shut 
up tight at eight thirtj then gradually the law was 
rclaic^, but for a very long time everj restaurant and 
caf^ shut at nuie tliirtj, and nobody could obtaui any 
hquid refreshment after (hat hour in a theatre or music 
ball Consequently tliere was t great demand from 
allied officers on leave and some others, for a place where 
a drink, a dance and some sort of amusement, could be 
obtained This of course was the opportumtj of the 
Underworld First one place, then another began to 
open up m a quiet sort of way These places were the 
{orcninners of the Paris night clubs 

One of the first of the clandestine houses of enter- 
tainment was in the Rue de Londxcs This was a flit 
on the second floor of a most respectable house The 
police used to wink at it I suppose, because all ni^bt 
long and until the day was breaking, there was a long 
line of taxis and private cars Two or three policemen 
would be patrolling outside, and if anj dispute arose 
with a cab driver the ''agents ' Quickly settled it *The 
part of the flat which was op«i to the public consisted 
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of two ftirly laige rooiB&. Aear, the open doors which 
Mparated tbcni was a joaoo ' i\hout ten o*cJodc a dcirfy 
httJe jrawaa kouW appear and sit down at tie pam. 

b^m a selection of tasgos and ' mss.*' I^p3e 
danced if thcj Ided, but tbej had to order chanpag^ 
whether thej hied it cr not Chsmragne cost twenti- 
£%■« francs a bottJe which la those ^ 3-5 nas cess imi 
ieT 3 dear Bat, onlike the real night dabs, there was 
no charge for adnussian. Nererthdess. not e\-cjylod> 
was adm-tted , the womao at the door would say tie 
pUce was full up, and slam the door in the face of anj bedj 
whoso prfsCT’ce was not desired Eveij eieniag the 
fiat was crowded with Bnibh French, Belgian and 
American officers. When the Affiencan Army caase 
oixx, the officers of thonr Antii wt^o m the nujon*} 
Then other places began to open up. 

7n a fiat in the Rue de Jjfge Me J7ue de Berlin} (hsm 
was danemg to a grarrophone Out m the As'enoe ^ iclcr 
Hugo near the Bois de Boulogne a most gorgeous place 
opened The danasg cme was then beginning to reach 
Fans roUowiflg tbe officers and their wnmen con* 
panions came the memhos of the Uodenvorld dispeasog 
cocaine and other drugs There were fights and 'candals 
oiallkinds An Amencandivo>t£ewhob«amecctaRg'ed 
iTjth the son cf a French greeraJ, was cxpeBed Irani the 
courfrv Some of tbe phees shut down but cot for 
Jong They were making a mint of money and were 
prepared to take nsks in proportion. 

Twti small theatres started m the Rue Onaurto. 
just off the Boides-ard des Capncines The periormaiiccs 
staged there were of no nnportinee at aii. Tke bars 
dd all the trade The mtemls were extracrdiainlj 
long and the jars bands made isferna] music far the 
dancers who crowded esery nook and corner of thethejl'e> 

At the time of the Genuan offensirt in ifarth. 191 S 
the night life crare iras at its height Df«pite the uw, 
there w-as hardly a street in the centre of Pans which 
did not bold a house where mus c dnnk and danarg 
could found Afany an officer who came to Pans ' 
on lea\e was niired throogh asalong aequaaitance inlh 
this phase of the Pans bnaeiworid. In cue houae sear 
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tte Aic it Tnom^he there »ete bedrooms The house 
Vius crowded with Amaicaa officers, many of i\hoia 
had o\ersta>ed their leave I know of two tragedies 
connected with this particular house 
A man who was exccedmgly well known m New York 
City through his plaj's and other theatrical enterprises, 
became a regular frequenter there He had left behind 
him m New York a wife and a grown up daughter This 
man held a commission in the American Red Cross and 
had important funds in his hands Through bccommg 
entangled with women in the Underworld he spent all 
lus own money, and then there was a deficit m ht 5 » funi 
The sum was not 'erv important, and his fn^nds had 
he told them of his trouble would have come to his 
assistance But he told nobody One day he was miasmg 
His cap was found on a bridge In it was a message 
m French and English Some days later his body was 
found floating ui the Seme 

Another man whose name is that of a famous weekly 
paper published m New York, came to Paris with the 
Knigfifs of Cofumfius ffe was very wesiftAy and took 
rooms m one of the best known hotels but he hardly 
ever slept there He too was a frequenter of the house 
near the Arc de Tnomphe spent all his tune there, and 
got into entanglements He was deported by order 
of the American Provost Marshal in Paris As th% ship 
m which he sailed was enlermg New York harboin he 
was found dead It was never clearly established but 
It was strongly suspected that he committed sinade 
These are but two of the tragedies which occurred thttjugh 
people getting out of their depth in the Underworld 

One night early m April, 1918 when the Germans 
were for the second time neanng Paris. I attended one 
of the two little theatres m the Rue Cauroartm Mv 
compinion was an American newspaperman We were 
standing leaning over the balcony looking down mto 
the theatre where people were dancing It had been 
. a critical day The Govemment was considering whether 
it should go to Bordeaux again The ^Imistry of Finanre 
and the Credit Ljonais Bank had already packed up 
securities and despatched them to places of safetj That 
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I had beco to the Bnbsh Enbassy acd the Aneraa 
Brabassy Both vtre pessmiistic. acd fcoth readv 
to ^ away froni Pans. Bat here m this theatre cae 
ought have thought t>*« were alrcadr ce’et^atag Mcicrr 
There was sboatiag and screznaos «hidi almost d-owted 
the jazz band. There was daziong of the oaddest fcni 
Champagtiecortstreiepopiesg, dfunVenc'en and women 
showing all the evidence o* o3C5-.ne tafciig were rteLng 
aboQt all o^'er the place And a few miles awaj the 
Genian guns wore thundering 

U tiw Dojic or Hope^" my Atnencan (hend ashtf 
ire 

Now ihe war i» oier, ard tie nn> theatres a tie Rcr 
Cannarim have turned themselves into Right data One 
is almost nltm-nsspectatfe and is ren 6r a crec weS- 
known stager of Franco^Lreek ongia who has heard 
Bj3B^ tures to mcstcaJ comedi m Inadoa The ct^«r 
can Ur co cUuns to respectabTuy and, in fact does 
rot 2t has been dcbed down several tuse^ bs^ it ahravs 
manages to open ap agnm. Here will be foand the «st 
ttllecuoQ 01 intenutioml crocls ' that ost ecJd 
wth to find Here are eoafideoce nen hern Lecden. 
Aioencnn gunmen straight from the Bowers , cardsiurjx^ 
Irtra Italy and a test of other men who have cerse to 
the ilccca of the IntoratioaiU UnderwcTli There s 
1 J3Z2 band, the trap dnunroer of winch b> a full btooded 
Begro once a boxer I first saw tht. nan when he was u 
tie Frerdi Foreign He has been repertwf dead 

many times but like Hark Twam s hu d*a*h was great-H 
exaggerated He ts act a rnan to pick a <parrd wtii. 
as sevr^ AmoTcans have ftnmd to tisir cost 
be b ui the jaa band at the , dab, all dreiot! 
up m a dnmer wut. with a good sbowirg of war ribtens 
The Poor is tiar bot tl^e 13 net a vacant inch 

oa It wiea the bond strikes op, Upetaus there k * tor 
Bsuaflt with a crowd four or five deep watU^ to be senvd 
T on can get anvthin? von ia.e at tht. club ffoni cbjci- 
paere to cocaine. The latter t. jcsi as popular as the 
fomer. and ccsts a httle less Tii* club tnanagtns fate 
BO respoasil£i*v Icr anythc® wh-di may hapjen to 
yon If thry did. they wooli liawe their hastis ftU 
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Men who have deserted from the Amencan Army, and 
some from the BnttJi Arm} ard other armies as ireD, 
are to be found here c\ery n^t drunk or <ober or doped 
A man or woman vnll pick a quarrel with }ou for no 
apparent reason but the reason will be there just the 
same Confidence men will ti}' and tnck jou women 
will ti} and rob j*ou either openl} or b\ stealth. By 
stealtli I mean they sviU plead hard for a box of chocolates 
or a bouquet of fion-ers. and if for peace and quietness’ 
sake 5QU purchase sotpething from a wandering loung 
woman with these articles for sale thev will eventually 
find their way back to the management who give the 
woman a percentage on what the} have made a man 
buy One box ol chocolates can provide quite a stead} 
income. 

There have been several very audaaous robberies 
brought ofr in Pam by the \inencan gunmen, and many 
of these coups have batched tn this particular dub 
Strasgdv enough there b> always a sprinkling of quite 
respectable people present as even non in Pans except 
on particular occasions dancing is rot allowed after 
two a m But in the dub it gexs on all mght and well 
into the early hours when the night buds leave but cot 
for their nests Thev are hungry and make for Us 
Halles, the Pans Central Markets, ol wluch I have told 
in another chapter 



CHAPTER IX 
THE KACBC CVDERnottLD 

Iv another charter of tMi booL I hare referred bne^y 
fo clandestine betting estatlishments in Pans, but the 
sahjsct IS ssdi an important one that it is necesay 
to dcNcIop It at greater ^t^lea the broke 

ool, racing in Prance came to an and -from the fet 
daj of Trotiltoatwn nntil some months after the Annisticfi 
there was no racing on which betting was allonW , bnt 
dunag the last two jcais of the war the Goseramait 
dendM io pamii ‘ ImK" iar £h? saie n/ ibe b'ee&sg 
of French horses The pubhe was not admitted to these 
"tnala,* and consequently there was no lotting by 
oatsiders but it was generaDy nndenfood that the onreis 
and particularly the trainers betted vci> beavdy betveen 
tbemseliws 

Suiee racing was resamed u France there has bees 
an eaonnoos increase ui the tomoser ol money pot os 
horses, and this has ted to a correspoadmg inaease a 
clandestine betting To-day practically everyone lets 
tml^, tailor soldier sailor, tb^ all ive with one another 
to get nch quick ft would s«em as if the much lauded 
thnft of the french people came to an end with the war, 
for rowada3's s ery few think of savmg money, and everyone 
gambles in some tons or other 
Some years ago the rreoch tort was notonoiis for 
dooked practices but the Augean and other stables 
were cleaned out. Since lacmg was resumed there base 
beenseveraluglyromoorsof 'pjliing and also ''doping" 
bwses, and one of these days there la likely to be an ejea 
scandaL ' 

In the Racing Underworld there is a large anny d 
men and women who live bj pitting their wits against 
the authorities, for, as I have c^plaiped m another place, 
boolgaakirg in France is prrtiibited , bat tha does cot 
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prevent the UnderKtuld irom amassing large sums el 
money by making dand<stine “books ” 

A paternal government legalised betting in Trance 
for the sake of ' the improvement of the breed of horses/’ 
but of course the pubhc cares very little and known less 
about the breeding of horses it is just mtereted in what 
may be made out of raang But there is no reason to 
critiase the Government for legahsini; betting, for allowing 
betting on the racecourses, as the State realises money 
b> these means, money which otherwise would have to 
come out of the taxpayers' pockets 

Twenty years ago, from five to six thousand persons 
would gather on % Panr^ian racecourse on a weekday, 
roughly fifteen thousand on a Sunday, while the day 
the Grand Prix was run, there would be 100 000 people 
at Longchamp But all this has changed There arc 
hardly ever fewer than 30000 people racing on a weekday 
rather more than xoo 000 on a Sunday and last Grand 
Pris day (June, igao), there were nearly 450.000 people 
at Longdiamp 

There has been another tremendous change m the 
turnover of monies put on horses On the course entnneo 
to which used to cost only one franc, there wTre betting 
booths where one bought tickets for the units of five, 
fifty and one hundred francs in the enclosure there 
were booths where the muiunum amount one could put 
on was ten francs, and there were aLo some booths for 
fifty, one hundred and five hundred franc bets To-day, 
not only have all these booths been doubled, but booths, 
have been added for five hundred and one thousand 
franc bets 

It IS quite common to see people buying ten one thousand 
franc tickets and it is a poor day when the Pan-JIutuel 
doia not take in between two and l^ee million francs 
On Sundays last year (1920) the takings at the bettmg 
booths amounted to five, six and seven li^ion francs, 
and on the Grand Prix day nearly fourteen million francs- 
vvere taken at the betting booths On all these sums 
the Government takes eleven j>er cent 

So much for the official betting figures Now for 
the clandestine betting Here, of course, it is unpossib’e 
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to contro! tie figures, but good antbonties estuaafe that 
every day between three and four miU’oalrincs are taken 
and a like amount m the provinces Until 
xSgt bookmakmg m France %ras allowed and jinmerous 
Englishmen made a \cry good thing out of it In 1905 
the Pan- 3 Iutuel was instituted bat bool^inaking was 
still allowed Then came the faw which prohibited book* 
maLing. but tery soon the bookmakers set to work again 
fceeajzse the real gaaibiets saw fiat the Pan Jfiituei did 
not pay the odds which cotiM be obtained from Ics books 
ttien walking about the Pesoge at an)’ ore of the 
Parisian courses you will hear a man or woniar whisper 
to a man " WTiat odd:> so and so ^ ’ 

"Three to one " is the replv— also gi\cn in a whisper 
" A thousand louis," replies the hrst speaker " I» d 
all right > ’’ * 

•‘All nght.' ansners back the “book’’ Arid th«t 
is all Ko ticket passes from band to hand ; no entry 
IS made in a notebook There u no trace of the opcfstK® 

If the horse loses, the better sends his twenty thousand 
inmes the day tu the booVanaker’s pnwte 
Should the horse wm the bookmaker sends the sistj 
thousand francs by poet These operations are not 
haimful— except to the State — because they are earned 
out by men and women who can afford to lo«e Bof 
nevc’^elcss, clandestine bettirg w Pans is draining the 
pockets of the poorer classes who have not the time to 
go raong duriog the week but who resort daily to iJctting 
with bciokmakers 

The real bookmakers operate on the racecourses, 
and generally have nothing to do with clandestine betting 
in the city This k earned on by a separate oigan.sa’i^ 
which employs a mullilnde of people in the Underworld- 
Betting goes on everywhere— in the wme^ops, in cafes, 
in government offices, m hairdressers and most amusing 
of all, m the big shops . 

The betting l/ndemwld is divided into sectors ““ 
each man has charge of a sector Between nine lO 
ffioming and lunch tune he works his sector. lie 
m the big shops and government offices soon aftex the 
stafe amve later he goes fo the dwfros as the wmC' 
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shops eic called, for here he can pick out bv> customers 
who drop in just before lun^ 

The tout does not attract much attention in the shops, 
Viherc he appcnis to lx. an early customer He goes 
from counter to counter Furluclj the emplosccs slip 
little pieces of paper into his hand To the paper, 
on uhich u UTitten the name of the horse and U-c amount 

to be put on Is pinned a banknote The sums are not 
large The betters split up sums of ten or twentt francs, 
putting tu-o franca fiflj ctntimcs and sometimes c\en 
one franc tw«.ntj C\c on each hor^ Often sj-stems are 
u-orkrd out In sums of fi\c then fifteen and twenty 
francs the tout has quite soon collected scicral thousand 
francs in one of the big shops 

Then he goes to the hairdressers It is a curious 
phenomenon of Pwu that all hairdrtvsers bet and wiUi 
the possible exception of the Chanidlj caf6» there arc 
CO places where one hears more tips for the races The 
tout s wxirk rrorc simple here than in th* shops Before 
ins arrival one of tl c a sutants has alrcad\ collected 
the betting slips (tom h» collctgues and from the cus 
tomers and the tout goes 4wa> with an aN-crage of two 
hundred franca 

From the hairdressers the tout goes to the printing 
worte where eight mm out of everx ten bet and from 
there he goes to tlic ncw>paj>ci offices where he reaps 
a nch bancst Then he goes to the tobacco sliops where 
the stout Ud% behind the countu acts as a clearing house 
Then to the fiisfro to tinish his morning 

He takes, a scat and calL for a drink looking for all 
the world like an ordmarx customer ivho has modi time 
on his hands But his customers krow where be is to be 
found and there is a constant procession passing before 
him dropping «lips of paper When he returns home for 
lunch the tout has collected anj thing from ten to thirty 
thousand francs it all depends on the sector he is working 
It will easily be understood that the organisation of 
the racing Underworld amasses two tmllton francs c\-cry 
morning 

In the excning the louts go and sec their chief, and 
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there is a gererd recLoiai^ The winnings are worked 
out at Pan Xfutnel odd». the next incrcing the tost 
sets oat with the money to pay the hchj’ few who hare 
succeeded in finding a winner 
The police seldom manage to arrest the people enganed 
in this nefanoas traffic of dandetiEe betting The 
authonties ha^T sereral schemes for potting an end to 
the matter, bnt Jt js doubthil whether they will be ab’e 
to do*so Perhaps the most feasit’e scheme uxmld be 
to introduce Bfatuel booths m Pans and the other 
large aties but e«en then it is qmte probable there jrctM 
always be easterners fo' the members of the Racing Under- 
worl5 



CHAPTER X 


US ATACIIES 

PROo^EL\ no men ha'e b«n more wittcn about than 
the trench Apaches tor jtais they have pUj-ed thexr 
part m fact and fiction, and soirctnres fiction haa been 
mingled with facts In plain Lngli‘-h thc> are just hooh 
gans, but they received the name of Apaches l-ecauvc of 
their real or fanacd likeness to the Kcd Indian tribe 
of that name The police tell us that the gacg> of Apaches 
no longer ccist Tethaps the\ are not 50 ferocious es 
they veto vone ten or fifteen tears ago ard certainly 
the streets m the central districts of Paris are inc'c sale 
than they were at that tin** but it would be idle to 
pretend that gancs of Apachts no longer cMst in I’aris 
1 am ol the opinion that they always v ill exut ard there 
appears to be no likelihood of then wer being pat down 
—unless corporal punc-hmuit is introduced mio hrance 
At present ihae is» no cat 0 nwc tails Umdon pol ce 
court magistiatcs wall bear evidercc to the good the irtxo- 
doction of the cat did at the time of tie heyday of 
hoofiganism 

The Apache, theiefore has very little to fear If he 
IS caught young he will be «ent to do his mdiUry sernce 
m the f7a2tiif/on d Afrvpte the famous ' Dot i Af' the 
Regiment of the hau^iv Uoys as I christened tlicm 
during the war or they wall be sent to a reformatory 
school But these phases I shall deal with later If 
the man caught in the tod* of the law is too old to be 
sent to school or the anny there remains the ordmary 
way of pmuihment But as I have pointed out eLc- 
where in this book, the sums iv ever on the side of the 
cnmmal, and an Apache may commit crunes and sti'l 
keep out of prison. There u then very little tbk of 
ponuhment and Uie gams are fauly hr.,e, so there are 
always plenty of Apaches 
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The war betwe« the Apaches and the police js eternal, 
rne hatred of the former for the latter js quite fantastic 
Youths of the quarters m nhich nine tenths of the Apaches 
are bom brought op from their cradles to ^te tie 
known to them in their areot 
^ ^ 'tades*' The definition of the former 

word I arn unable to and why the poLce should K 
known as cons ' I bate never been able to gathc But 
call a policeman b? the second epithet and he will emuiitc 
a bull and " see red ' 

The most famous battle cry of the Paris Apaches !» 
Alort aut vaehis *’ Some j-ea» ago I remember a 
young ErgLihinaa being arrested m lesy canons circum- 
stances He was on his way to 1^., hts fint vbit, ard 
m the tram travelling from Boulogne to the French cap tal 
he met a Frenchman. The two men entered mto con- 
\ersabon and the Engltohman ashed his coaipanjia 
what he should do if he Jest bimseJ/ in the street The 
Frenchman told him be coold alwajs ask a pobcemaa 
the way the Pans policemen n-cre as polite os their 
London colleagues ' Ifow do }ou address a Pans 
policeman?" asV^ the Eoglbhman ' UeJl, replied 
the Frenchman, ‘ if you want to be \erv polite you go 
up to hm and raising your hat jou saj, 'wort aur 
taeltes ‘ " The Englbhman thankra the Frenchman 
and leasing him at the Care du Nord, proceeded to seek 
out a sergenf it nWe to ask faun the was to some street 
or other Very politely be raised bt» hat and said to 
the policeman *' AfwisieHr, ifcrt laehes esi ce fw 

n>»«, or rather wus ’ But he was not allowTd 

to go any further The pohccmai? an amiable man 
knitted his eyebrows afld shonied ' F icAec /J 

tow/ which translated for pohte ears tneais ' Clc^ 
out of this' "nie Enghshman was pamed. Obticnsly 
his French had not been understood so startling tbae 
Ysry politely vnth hts hat in his hard and blowing a little ' 
he tried again ' Ifrwwiw, parim vxri aux la hts 
Tbepohesman thoughtbehad to deal mth amad foreigner 
so took the young man along to the police station where 
tho-e were explanations and apologies 
But to return to our Apexes The quarters where 
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these men operate cannot be defined gcographicallj 
Either singlj or in bands th«y warder aU over Pans 
holding up late home going men and women and relieving 
them of 6ieir and monej ^ery often women 

decoj's are toed A woman will accost a man m the 
street If he stops to listen to her a shape will spring 
out of a doorway and bold up the waylaid one at the 
point of a rev olv er w hde his female companion devterousU 
goes though his pocicts If he «hows fight matters 
will go badlj with him for the ApaUic is not abov e shooting 
his victim although he prefers the knife which he will 
stick m between the third and fourth nb without the 
slightest noise The Apaches do not stop at murder even 
when they know that the vnctim is not likcl\ to be the 
possessor of mucli wealth There is one case at least 
m the Paris police annai> where a man was murdered m 
cold blood and the murderere (two of them) onI> obtained 
one franc 

Since a f»w ^eais the Apaches have spccialued in 
robbing the keepws of «maU wintshops The> wall spend 
mudi tune before the) bring off tlie coup After selecting 
the place which u to be robbed the bandits (there are 
usuall) two of them m )oh» of this kind) will make 
discreet inquiries, concerning the amount of trade done 
b) the shopkeeper The next step is to have dnnks 
in the place so as to discover the lav of the land meaiung 
whereabouts the tiU is Thej will then visit the. shop 
buj some drinks and wvul there until the place is empt> 
for a moment then one of them will attack the man or 
woman with a weapon that is noiseless— either a knife or a 
hatchet— and after stuffing the victims mouth with 
rags to prevent screams dlanning the pasvis b) they 
w ill ride Uic till and decamp These crimes are 'o common 
in Pans that the) \er) raiel) achieve more than four 
or five lines m the daily press Sometimes small grocers' 
shops are picked out for these acts of robber) with violence, 
but very seldom do the Apaches go in for crime on a 
large scale, such as safe-lveakuig This i» left to a 
f different cliek, of ciimmai 

Readers will have seen tvpes of Apaches represented 
on the films or the English music hall stage I thmi 
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the Apache first bec&Rie fcoown to rnttsic haH andjenos 
some ago s\hea the Apatie dance was mtrodaad 
acrcKS ihe Channc} The clothes the wale ajtd /male 
Apache wear are almost a oni/onn The man either 
cotcis ha hair (ithtcb he osuall^ wears long) with a cJjth 
cap or a black or Uue tam-o’-shanter His shirt has 
M collar, but sometime^ there b a reckcIoUi tied round 
the neck Around the warst there is usually a scarf 
mcfet often a red one The trousers are generally o! 
corduroy and verj baggy, but fitting dcser round the 
ankles The coat is ot a nondesaipt kind, and the mal" 
Apache generally wears canr-as shoes, especially irhen 
he t> on the prowl llis fctnale companion, known as 
a gtSoUU', can always be pKied out on the outer boule- 
Sards Her hair — she aei’cr wears a hat — b very often 
elaborately dressed mth a htaiy frmge in front Her 
blouse u anything that is bright, and nvaH the rainbow 
for colours Her skirt, of bbek or bli.e, b fairly short, 
aBdawtrmterytigfat ShegesersQywearslughbDttcsed 
boots But there t» one trade nailt of the gtgoW/e which 
lavanaWv stamps her for what she tip-^er afroo or 
piaa/erci*whjch completes her outfit 
The ns^t'U standi beneath a street lamp-post and 
watches wth a quick eye for a likely mchi When 
she makes up her mind, she goes ghdmg after him with 
felme-ike st^thj steps She jogs Jm arm and whis^. 

‘ C?H r« iu, <Hn ?' If he stops to listen she will en- 
deavour to entice bun somewhere where there are 
no lights And this is not difficult, tor a few paces away 
from the outer boulevards w the fortifications, there 
are streets that are as deserted as the desert itself, and 
'as dark, lit only the light of the moon or a none too 
fr^uent lamp-post ft is when the man stands stiu 
for a moment that the Apache ghdes out of the shado^ 
and athet holds up hfa prey and fnghlcns him into sub- 
mission, or else, knowing that dead men fell no tales, 
stabs him prior to stealing his pocket book , then fades 
away again mto the shadows- 
Even if the mchi docs not juspemd to the wutt. of the * 
giSo'ctlt, all hope of reward ts not lost ^kTten the nun 
turns oQ the main tboron^are into a quieter street. 
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the woman lakes an active part in halt throttlmg him 
while her lover the Apache puts the finishing touch to 
his discomfiture In all the aties ct France there are 
gangs of Apaches They are particularlj numerous 
at the ports, where drunken sailors ate the usual nctuns 
But m Paris and especially on the outer boules’ards 
and the fortifications, there are mghtly crimes, many 
of which ne%et find their way into the neitspapers The 
real reason for this is that there is so much crime in the 
Underworld that a hold up more or less does not 
matter, and unle.s there are some picturesque details 
to be descnbed the most the crime wall m^e in the 
Jails diiiTS of the dailj newspapers is tivo, or at the 
most three luies m small ij-pe 
The nevt time 5 on are sitting sopping and drinking 
dumpagne in the Rat Mort or the Abbaje >*oa should 
remember that not two minutes away there are prowling 
men and women who li\e like jackals on what the better 
dressed harpies of the night restaurants ba%c left as 
unwanted The side streets Icadmg ofi the Place Pigalle 
the Place Blanche and the Place CUchy are the happy 
\ hunting grounds of the Apaches but \ou will find them 
anywhere around Pans dwelling ne\er far from the 
forlifs, as the fortifications are taiown m the Apaches* 
argot He has a language of hi* own winch i* not uti 
picturesque The Black Mana is a salad basket * and 
the prison is the snolin When one Apache mvites 
another member of his gang to dnnk an absinthe with 
him, be will ask if he will strai^le a parrot and when 
he enters the litsfrot, the dnnkuig >shop he will rap on 
the counter and call for two vitnols A poUceman, 
when he is not known as a ‘ cow i> referred to as a 
"fie” Eiery member of a gang has a nickname by 
which he IS unis-eisally known l^ughout the quarter 
" Bibi it Irise" will be tlm chosen companion of " Zm 
la B anchisseuse " , the first named being so lalled because 
he has curly hair, and the second because at some prenous 
time in her histon she worked in a laundry Some- 
tunes a gtgoldU will attract the attention of ^me man 
from quite another world, and if she is a gul who cares 
more for pearl* and clothes than for the passionate de- 
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TOtion of her Apache lo^er, she wJI leave io foDcw 
man But sotnetures. as in the histone case 
of “ Gaby la Rouge,*’ the^ revert to tj-pe. 

\''cngeajice is o^e of the pmseval passions of the Apadift 
It 13 the Iialf-brolher of jealousy, and woe betide any 
mao (iiscov ered taiing aw ay a gif ofrffe from a real blown- 
in-the glass Apache Their vengeance is temble, and 
many a man has been found dead nastily cut to pieces 
m some quiet bad. street, with all possible marks of 
identification removed from the bodj Tie remains 
are taken to the Morgue, but never identifii^ and they 
are eventually buried la a aameJess grate IturemarUd 
in La Villette that Charles le Blond appears to have 
gone away, and little Lisetle — Lisctte mth the red heeled 
shoes — has ejes that are redder than her heels She 
follows Georges Ic Costaad around like a bttle lamb beisf 
led to the mugbler She dances with him at ni^t a 
a Cal ^fosette, bagged tightly mils arms but her thoughts 
ere no doubt vn cb Qurles l< Blond, of w bose dbappeanree 
she dare ask so qaesuons 

JIany lights are waged over a girl and sometinw 
whale gangs will go out to fight a stand up battle fought 
with lauves and revohers 

The women, who are sudi an inlunate part of the 
Apaches Ufc, are often of the cnmiiial type — bot col 
always Tie police know of cases where women cf 
respectable families have left tbur homes and their em- 
ployment to throw in their lot with these beings of the 
Underworld- A particular case occurs to me The 
surprised a gang of Apaches who were robbing a * 
shop There was a womaD who was keeping a loo^^t 
for the police When the guardians of the peace srrivcu 
on the scene they made an attempt to arrest a yout^ 
man who was leavnag the shop, but the woman spr^ 
on them like a tiga, luting and scratching to set ^ 
her man ^tien shesawslw was about to fall, she whirl*“ 
oat 3 revolver frtsm her ^tbing and began to shoot at 
the detectives One was wwinded and th' police had 
to use their own revolrais m self-defence The wwsia v' 
cr girl rather, for she was no more^ was wourded and 
arrestrf She refu^ to give any account of herself, 
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bat the poUce found out that she was a clerk bved 
at home with her people, vdw had no idea she was asso- 
ciating with these bandits 

One of the most famous of the women Apaches was 
the notorious Casque d’Or, whom I remember quite 
well She earned her nickname because of her wealth 
of golden hair, which was its natural colour She was 
the Queen of a gang of Apaches who terrorised a whole 
district on the northern side of the Rue Lafayette She 
became legendary, the Golden Girl, for whom men risked 
their hves and hbcrties The newrspapere rang wath 
her fame, recounting fights wraged with knives and re- 
volvers for possession of this Q^een of the Underworld 
The pohee started a campaign against this gang, but 
•were never able to round them up There were many 
fights fought at long distance, and M Lipme who was 
then Prefect o! Police, was on his mettle The police 
in the quarter were doubled, then trebled and raally, 
after a t^tUmg fight, most of the Casque d Or gang were 
arrested The woman escape, but was finally nm to 
earth m a low lodging house Her beauty captivated 
the jury which tned her, and she received a nominal 
sentence As soon as she was free music hall managers 
outbid one another to engage her to appear in revue 
She consented, and for a tune drew all Pans , but the 
craze very soon passed and Casque d Or was once more 
dnlting to the Underworld She dropped out of the 
public eje for a time, and the last I heard of her was 
in a travelling show which visited the fans around Fans 
TTie *' show ” business by the way, seems to be the 
last resource of most of the French notonous characters 

tVTien the Moulm Rouge was in a blaze of glorj before 

penshuig in a blare of real flames — and the Can-can 
vzs the sensation of Pans, him Patte en TAir the daughter 
of a washerwoman was drawing hundreds of people 
to see her display her nether limbs and her lingene 
Russian grand diwes, princes, diplomats and finarciere 
flocked to the Mouhn Rouge to pay homage at the sfinne 
-4 of Nun Patte-en-l'Air, the Can-can danced its 
way out of fashion Some veats afterwards I was VbJtfljg 
a fair on the Boulevard Cuchy and came across a sm^ 
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tra% films rrcrarme A stont. elderly wman in tigfets 
Ite'<{ara di>clo«^ her«elf as the cx-danc», when 
I loand fe^ ng a mangj bear Bot she was still cheery, 
J^im She told ne (bat the Canon bating had 
ns day she was Icaxnfpg the tango ‘ I most dance 
wnh the times, she said. Some jears later I came 
BOWS hint again, very aged She was <€lling sweets 
at 1 street corner later slic dfd la abject posert} 

I imagine Casque d'Ot met wiih a similar cod 
Other Aj>acl e pangs base queens, but nore baie eixr 
achie\«l tie noloncty of Casqse dOr At the time 
of wntiTg tl.«e » lAcgiudung m prison a joung woman- 
all (bat u kft of a pang nbo bad a gul for its chief There 
were $1* subordiiulcs, each bawng for a nickname a 
daj of the week There was no Suftda> But " 'fonday, 
Tuetdaj. Wednesdaj Tht.nKhv Fndaj and Satur^y" 
were each the Queens loser for tw'enty four boars Tnu 
pang fought manj Cgbts with other ns-aJ gangs one of 
the most feroetoos of which was tb BellenlJe Bui'S ’ 
who QMil to tr) &rd suhdue all rival gargs and very 
often succeeded. These fights are often planned some 
fine ahead After a long penod of dclusoiy fighting 
the J cadi of the nval factions will meet and deade to 
fght a yitcbed battle The fcattleficld is chosen with 
forethoagbt Sonetimcs it is a piece ol waste ground 
cr »f such is not available the Apaches will fix upon a 
n'ce quu-t street in which to settle their differences Icndon 
hooligans used to fight with tbeir belts but the Apach« 
are alwaj-s svcll anned despite laws against canymg 
weapons Revolver* are the favourite ama The 
’ troops " will d'*ploy when pven orders by their leaders, 
and tliea the} will start to fire, keeping up a rom^ 
fusiUade The battle end* when one side or the oth« 
leaves the battlrground and the men of the gang wben 
Tcmains arc adjudged the victovs Jfen are ver^ often 
killed, and there ore alwaj's many wounded- The dead 
are left, but the wounded are spirited avray It is * 
point of honour with the Apaches never to disclose p^- 
ticulars of how they came hy their wounds This code ^ 
of honour is recognised by (he police, who know it » 
perfectli useless to try ard probe the matter 
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One may wk what the police are doing while a battle 
roj'al betiveen Apaches is m pri^ess What happens 
15 as follows A couple of cydist pohce out on patrol 
will hear the shots being fired and will rush up to tte 
scene Finding thfemsches outnumbered they will send 
for reinforcements \\’hen the latter am\e they wall 
cndea\our to put an end to the battle but doing so is 
\ery much Ukc a passer-by trying to interfere in a row 
between a husband and wife They cannot sa>, like 
the Inshinan "Is this a private fight or is anybody 
allowed to join m? ’ It is indeed a pnvate fight for 
the tivo sides, as soon as the pohce show signs of mter- 
tenng vaU. fotca a united front against the hated {oc 
the /ic 5 Then begins another and perhaps a fiercer 
battle Both sides empty thev r<.\ol\cr« firing funouslj 
and ^th sides incur casu^ties llsuall\ only the w ounded 
among the Apaches are arrested The others manage 
to pet away 

The exploits of the Bonnot gang of which I shall hate 
something to sa\ presently called attention to the 
excessive use of revolvers amon( the Apaches The 
question was discu&»ed m PaiUament and the press 
but without any definite result It was suggested that 
in order to put dow-n crime m the Underwxirld it would 
be necessary to control the manufacture of firearms 
but opposition arose from the manufacturers themselves, 
who pointed out that their indu»tr> would be severely 
threatened And besides no law would stop the clan- 
destine manufacture of firearms Then came the sug- 
gestion to prohibit the carryit^ of firearms except 
by persons who could obtain speaal permission from 
the police by proving tlieir hona fiJts And as an offset 
to this it was suggested to arm the police with revolvers 
But then again, it was pointed out that it would be 
dangerous for the general pubhc if people obtained offiaal 
permission to carry revolvers and swordsticl^ and there 
always remained qwestion of diaaiming the Apaches 
who were already armed The Chamber of Deputies 
then drew up a report to diange the existing law, giving 
magistrates power to mfhet a term of imprisonment, 
ranging from six days to six months on anyone carrying 
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*nas without a Leence and a sentence of from two to 
five j'cars on anjisne conunitting rohbery under ans« 
tie bw coer cane into force, Jt was dropped 
The exuUng bws are loo feeib to prerent the naraeroas 
cnnies carried out with lie aid of a revolver 

Another irejpoi of the Apache is the knde, ard when 
c«d by an eipert, a rerj dangerotis weapra it is lie 
Apache bits it besause it is silent and does not art as 
a nx-^oet to a wandenng cjxhst poLc^an as does the 
rcroh-ef Knuckle dusters are not very often csed. They 
are known to the Apartie as pcrtrg ammiairf, htaiSy, 
an ^encan fest 

Some jssars ago there was an Apache who was the 
terror of the p^ice. H»a came was Leboeof Whole 
dbtricts were afraid of him He dating and audacity 
knew no boaeds Crane after ouae tt-as connutfed 
b} this man, who worked single handed. The r»hc» 
could never catch hun He dipped through thtar &gers 
each tune He would defemd hunself. with a rerolver 
u each bss4 £nng bUodl^ ta tie direction of hiv hated 
foes and nearly alwavs iniicting losses. A speexd force 
of police was t^d aS to no Leboeof to earth He must 
hsi e known of jt. because be appeared one day in broad 
d3>b^tweanEg a 5p«aall> made suit of clothes Attached 
to a bullet proof waistooat was as apploece to which 
wure ^ed osreerems long spikes of stw Sbapoed fo 
hi* arms were other spikes. He was a ccnocs bokiag 
object. The spikes of course were mteeded for ha 
defence J and when be came into dose contact with 
the police. He earned a ventab’e little arsenal ci ta 
pockets 

Bat he was not moch longer at libeil) Fnsaawoman 
the poice learned wh«e Lebocuf mteeded to pass a 
certain night A vwj strong force of pobm surroasded 
the bouse, then a posse of Ihaa armed to the teeth broke 
into the room The Apache foc^t a femblc fight ard 
pat seieral men oa the sick list before be was finally 
overcome He was bed up with rope and earned away i 
to die police station to await tnaL One Saturday tEcnticg 
be /^ed the warder who was bnaging food into the ce^ 
Leboeuf dashed out into the comdo', but found bh 
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passage barred Ke\ertheless. be fon^bt his 'iray past 
the guards and went up to the top floor of the prison 
from whence he climbed to tiie roof and refused to come 
doivn 

Police and prison ofiiaaL alternately cajol’ed and 
threatened but the Apache was adamant The Prefect 
was sent for but still Lebocuf refused to budge FmaU\ 
they sent for the mans Uwjer, Maitre Boucheron and 
still the Apache continued to sit on the roof occasionaEv 
flinging pieces of stone at the Jltcs A counsel of war 
W’as held and it was decided to send for the fire bnirade, 
who were to u^e their escapes as a means of getting police- 
men to the roof to bring down Leboeuf Lebocuf watched 
the preparationo wnlh calm WTien escrsthing was 
reads and the police were about to ascend Lebocuf % all ed 
slowly to the edge of the coping then rai»ing his arms 
abo\e his head like a man about to dise into the sea, 
he jumped into spice and fell into the pobce j ard When 
he was picked up he was dead His neck was broken 
he had cheated justice after all 

t «•■••• * 

In my capaaty as a journalist I base had occasion 
to make excursions behind the scenes of Apache life 
I cannot tmthfuUi gi\e a word picture of a misunder- 
stood man taking his ease m the midst of an adoring 
family TTic Apache has no family he has no wife, 
he has uo home But he has a companion a wxtman 
a Thing, a chatteL And yer> contented she is to be 
such I know of no Society for the Reformation of 
Apaches and if there were I would not be a subscriber 
The thing is unthuikaWe frankly impossible If you 
know Belleville and La Vaictte as well as I do jou will 
agree there is no way back for the Apache unless he is 
caught i-ery* young , and eien ^en only way back 
IS through the rante of the ansv For disapline is what 
the youth of the slums requires and quite several seiere 
doses of corporal punishment I haie explained in 
another section of this book the large part that tem- 
perament plavs in fonmng the character of men and 
women who shp down mto the Underworld For those 
who are born on the substrata, whi^ is separated from 
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the Ucdenrcirld by a Tery that mst ard who d^op <Jow3 
to the bottomless pit bereath, eavEOEinent dost be 
blamed, en^iroamejit pins tetrperanieat They cot «dy 
belong to the submerged Teeth but thej' are the People 
Who NcTcr Had A Cfearce Nercr irJl hare 3 char.ee 
ether while condiboas rmaia as they are at presest 
To &xy the Frerch sooal laws are lax u a tnuifc bet I 
am ahraid it will always be a trmsm. la Fr-gU sd and 
Amerjca iren and women wallow m CItBy slur's ; tia 
seres dnak and fight together The taea becem^ oaebs- 
men m the form® ®iuntry atd burglars lo the second. 
It IS Emrely a qcestKwi of & word The wooefl when 
they are rot fighting the men %fct each oth® There 
13 sice but Dot mneh nooesness 
In France jt ts diffcreat There are co shnns ic Pits 
in the sarre sense as there are ta Lo-idoa and VoA 
In the French cap (al yoa will find houses which wncJd 
be qualified as shim dwefiags m England and 
d'eex by jowl with the icmpie of Imrerv That ® 
of the eternal paradoxes of Pans and cce which fo****^!®* 
can never andentaad- la the>e festensg eyesore^ there 
B net vice as the term is generally understood but viaoos* 
ness- The diff. 2 eaoe b rsore than subtle it is ipc®!*- 
Jfany will tell you they see nodifference between 
Bkmdand Bibi k Costaud, whosbnlsBea rat ra ahw« 
waiting for some besotted fate home-gomg bourge*^ t'’ 
cccebisway th3tfceni3vrd.erehJmofJttrpnrsejneaP^^* 
bis ToTiaa p^wls along the extauor boulevard* trT®S 
to collect the " wfe*e pieces for h® man The} 
see CO d,ff®ence, I say between Eibi and the sleek, 
dressed sonsVrctfr, who sits la a gambling efcib jauai^J'h’-k 
ha woman wa^ romsi the promenade of the 
Begere I agree that tie nhuBate obiect of both 
same, but a the b^icsiog there was a difference. 
educated scic’eis^r is a social pest a bonible 
wLo, 13 nae cases out of ten t, the worst land of 
there etbts in the L’aderwwld. LTsuaUr he retamS ^ 
hold over the woman onh by teirmr,.r.g fc® He 
kfx when she faiL to tnrg bmne safioeat mrnev 
fc® onlv enough to dotfce ttr body for attracting ^ 
mea. He was proiafcfy bros^t cp lo some trad® ^ 
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profession He has no excuse unless the streak of jellow 
m his character is an excuse 

I hav« explained the souteneur but to explain the 
Apache is more difficult I do not ^^^sh anybody to 
think I have any sort of sympathy with him I have 
not And even the French proverb To understand 
all IS to pardon ail is not applicable in this case I do 
understand the Apache bet^use I have studied him 
but I cannot pardon bun \ ou find him born m deplorable 
surroundings Uvmg m the most unsanitary conditions 
that can possibU be tmagu cd Not ten per cent of 
the houses m Paris have bath rooms Tlie parents may 
be respectable people strugglmg to bring their children 
np decently Tlic boy nail go to school but he wall soon 
find street companions who will show hun how school 
can be dodged The precocious youth of Pari, and of 
the large aties as well learn sexual secrets when about 
fourteen or fifteen years of age The lax soaal laws 
throw wade open the doors to all kinds of knowledge 
It 19 the same with the \oung girl* Punty is rare indeed 
and many a nii« of fifteen ^s her accredited lover and 
lover in this case docs not mean boy or sweetheart 
It means everything that is unpl vd by marital relations 
NMien about tiftccu the Wy will perhaps go to work m 
a factory He may run straight and become a useful 
atuen ot he may become a loafer In the latter ca.ee 
jf he IS unprcesionablc he wall soon get into touch with 
other lads who are already deeply steeped m vice One 
must remember there are no restrictions in Prance on 
either juvenile smoking or dnokmg 1 am not a pro 
hibitionist but 1 am strongly m favour of restricting 
youths from procunng alcohol Strong drink of every 
kind i5> to be had by the voung man The streets ate 
streets of adventure Prostitution is licenced Vice of 
every kind is rampant His «ense of right and wrong 
IS naturally blunted 

The majontv of French workmen are soaalists — m 
fact communism is ever mcreasmg The Frendi are 
f not active in their socialism but their press and their 
public rneetmgs breathe fire and brimstone The youth 
hears a lot of talk about the sacred rights of tlie worker 
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hears It at home, la the stre'*t and in the workshop 
Pnvate property is not sacred He soon ieams ha iessoa 
Iite a parrot The police are his erenwes because they 
are in the pav of the Rreatw enemy the boargeOB, who 
"grinds the faces of the poor" He still has s chance 
of going straight He maj lo^e all the illusions he ever 
had, but from that stale to mme is a wide step hot 
too wide to be bridged, however It may begin from 
a mere spirit of adventure by joining a gang which roams 
the streets, seeking a fi?ht with another gang These 
tows which lead to the ^hts usually occnr m the 
tnusettes which I have desaibed ehewhere A man or 
youth Will dance once too often with aiotha- youth’s 
girl That is quite sufhaent to start a fight that ends 
m the death of one or other of the people party to >t. 

The youth anil fry th» tune have pickrf up with a 
girl, and upon the giri s character a whole lot depeccU 
Not oil of them are of the frail sistextood but the gub. 
too, hate the same temptations as the bo\*s, and the 
Setes are mttch thromi together In London and other 
great aties in England, one is accmtomed to see men 
and girls out together The yonne men walk in a bunch 
followed by the girls who walk with linked arms Occa- 
sionally the \oung men will jerk back a word over their 
shoofriers There may fie some coirse jests and torse- 
pUyr but that ts all 

In Pans (I am speaking of the equivalent class), jt 
13 dfierent The young man and the young woman 
will go out together ouescorted Theu Latin tempera 
ment and their envuonment, too perhaps tale no 
heed of coarse jest or hor^pla^ Their affection for 
one another is sincere deep real lusethewordaffevtiun 
where they would use the word Ipve It is love to them 
" V amour " in Trencji !> the Al^a and Omeca of esistcrce. 
Our Anglo-Saxon dcbcacv or false modesty whidiev« 
you will shies at the word and its meaning but the Trench 
see no vice where love ts Looked at from the worldly 
standpo nt it is of course, just vioouscess I hof* I 
have expired the reason and the passionate relatiowhio > 
between the youth and the girl H the girl is 3bfe fo 
keep her lover away from evil companions ^ wiU 
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wU , but i{ she Cannot she 'biiU m lune cases out of ten, 
follow him m the vay he has deaded to go It may 
be a simple burglary which is his first adientuie m the 
autunal Ime If he u, caught and tried he will probablj 
escape nth a nominal ««ntcn« and be set free b> reac-on 
of the sfrsjs I ha\e seen \oung men up for trial m a 
Pans cnnunal court the fathers and mothers of wboni 
ha\e come with tears rolling doivn thcir cheeks to beg 
mercy for their Ixiy It is alwaja the same tale the 
patents can neier understand how their children have 

gone wrong 

The next time the vootb ts caught he will most Ukely 
be sent to sene a term m a kind of reformatory From 
there he will go when his time comes to sene in the 
ann> to the Sal d AJ the Pegiment of the haughty 
Bui’S who setie their time in the arinv in horth A^ca 
There is iron disapline in tins regiment and sometimes 
(not nlunss) it is «uffioent to curb the cnminil instinct 
latent m the conscript During the w-ir the Regiment 
of the haught) Toj-s fought hVe demons and won m 
numerable medals and citations In the columns of 
the Daily Express several tunes I had occasion to 
describe theu palUntty notaWv in the epic fighting at 
the ^faison de Passeur and again in lh«» Gobai marshes 
Wlxcn their time is up thej return to Pans and either 
become useful members of souel> or — Apaches In 
the latter case thev lake to crime like a duck takes to 
water Their environment has had an effect that army 
life could not undo They become the desperadoes of 
the streets — the human prejmg on the bourgeois 

They have something of the audauty of the Wild West 
outlaw 

I remember some years ago a case which occurred within 
half an hours tram nde from the Pans Opera House 
but for Its cool impeftuicnce it might have been staged 
somewhere where they film the cowboy dramas Late 
one evenmg a tram left the starting place bclimd the 
Opera House to go to its destination at Pantm — a suburb 
^ Parii The way is strai^t up the Rue Lafayette 
The tram went about three^nartors of its journey peace- 
fully The street is fairly hiDj towards the top end 
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Jtat is the tfin slopped to allov pssstsgtn to iigil, 
C 3 l cf tie siadons toefc leapt focf or fire icasied eta. 
Che jumped up beside tie dnver nod ioliirg 3 
rewlvTT Jo lib temple foreed inn to cUicp 00 ite braies 
ard Lricg ifcc car to a standstill Anolher naa pot ca 
b«s 5 de tie cordodor and relieted hue of his satchel ccp* 
laiumg his days tak t egs TTie rest ^«Et through tie 
traiscir, realisg great play with tbor rerolrers acd 
rapudcrlly rakjvg la citiybod) s ckjmj and jeweSoy 
Then tbej jusped oS the car and, eovenrg the dnw 
and cerdnetor with then texol^tis threateced to shoot 
liea 10 Ihejr tracks il thej ga« an alann helcrs they 
wore safely awaj The whole aflaj- was earned O’^t a 
file ninu*fs, a-d rone ol the gang iras amsled— cct 
for this particular errre at Icast- 
In seaxdi of newspaper copj ! hai-e nued with Apaches 
tn thetf favoonte haunts but it u not a pasture I nraosi- 
Eccd to %tsitcrs to ran». I well raremter bemg ct 
oce little cafi near the lUUes when the place wss raided 
bv the palice It was a low-roofcd, rather dirty Lttle 
puee, and I thaX the patron could ha«e told a steer 
car two eweerrorg tie disposal of stolen bootj if te izi 
Hied ScrjbMed on the walls were sneb Uurgs as “Ztst 
tfiiwe Biii fovT Ai rw " and I ilaresaj the ladr d-d, too 
There were a good manr Zmsacd Bibis present that n-ght 
There was much strarghng of parrots (it was befere 
the pHtjhihilxm of the sde of awinthe) and sorie tifai 
dancing of a liod >t?u would not take your maidoi aunt 
to see. But it was comparatively peaceful until the 
pohee inade a raid Thej were I^kisg for somebody 
or other, aad I have no idea whether the wanted person 
was there cs" not but although J was taken there by a 
person in whose company I felt larly safe I cerJa^J 
feared for mj safety when lie police came in. tglr 
looks were cos* a ov direction as it was prohabfy thav^t 
that I was a «o«e/jrd Owhee spy) The ircsic stopped 
and there was a graeraJ «ieairpw not to escape but to 
get nd of revolvers and ether weapons 3 ’en and women ^ 
were searched names and addresses talcn, and then 
the police left and 1 with them 
Once on journalistic adventure beat I visited a genusnen 
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named trompe (a Jforf" Jfr the Deceiver of Death 
•was the nartit by which this psiticatai bariht ^«ls kjio%«v 
to his assoaates ar<l the police — the latter, howcier, 
Vnew his laptismal nomenclature He was a dchgUtful 
and inltv man of about thirtj two On his right forearm 
v.'as tattooed a jtuJlotinc . on. his left arm were pictures 
of women He bad a lady friend with him when I dropped 
m She was a d.irk and viQous rather ugly joung person, 
a typical gigolel'e of the outer boule%*ar^ Trem^t /u 
Mori was suspected of lia\ing caused the somewhat hasty 
death of seieral persons but the crimes had never been 
brought home to him f ma\ sa> that I was too tactful 
to introduce such a subject of conversation but we talked 
on many subjects Falhercs was Ihesidcnt at that time, 
and 1 do not ih^ he would he flattered li he knew what 
my Apadie fnend thought of him He spoke of the 
police with amused contempt It was rather like a 
talkative fox giving hi* opinons of the hounds after a 
hard day a run 

Trcwpe la Mcrt has his domicile in a little room on 
the foj^ floor of i httle hotel in a nanow street leading 
' oi the Rue Lepic AU these pla<« are called hotels, 
but the> corres^nd to the Engitoh lodpng houses The 
Apaches never staj ver> long in the same house, but as 
there are thousands of ihcm.m Paris manj of them of 
the most evil repute they are never at a Id«s for a home, 
if ■ home * IS the right word to use I wanted to get 
Mr the Deceiv cr ot Death s photograph but he laughingly 
told me I shou^ find it ui the Rogues Gallery at the 
Prefecture of Pohee so I did not insist \\e parted on 
the best of terms and promised to meet again, but not 
ptofeSiionaSly We ucvct did however , nevertheless 
I Icimt what became of him some years afterward* He 
served a sentence in prison and then came out to resume 
his old life as an Apache- He lived in this way until 
the, war came, and although 1 never Imew of it until a 
long time afterwards, this was his history which I have 
obtained from the police re^rds He was called to the 
Colours and rcjouied his regiment MTien he mobilised 
he went to the police statum where he was vvtU Imown, 
and asked to see the commissaire, to whom he s^. 
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of the Ko doati Eon?ot thought be was itct^asd 
and »:a3 aUnit to be aresKd 
I Dat nc^ of tbs fang cared a jot aboat taking hf*. 
It was part of ihw creed Conununisra was is 
I ts eai!> stages th^n Slurders were c^meuMeJ ir-o cr 
three times a wwcfr, and fublic opirioa demaadod tie 
arrest of the Tkia was a diffiailt Batter Tbe 

pahee were fraciinf them but each tune thej arrived at 
th*' lair, the birds bad flown On« U-ey got there ta 
tcnw 

JBonnoi was tnown fo te la a ioi^e at fm Dcfecb'ts 
wert there to aiTe«t hun Howc'c* Eonnot V 2 s ready 
and he shot Jcspector Joma afterwards rakag tJs 
escape Thtse was a rei?ii o! tmer ir ie Pans tanks 
BiBx raesseegers were never aifowTd to go oat etcept 
in couples and then th'^ were heavily anred. There 
were aimed guards ui all the banis Ose by ose 
tho police ran the gueg to earth bet tbe leaders were 
sUii at hup: The attempted arrest of ^ mot hioself 
was nost dnmaUe. ffe was tmown to be u a houe 
at Aogeat on the nvrr ^taree rot far from Pans The 
police surrounded the bou^, but Benaot who was no 
douM waiUag for than opened a hcavj fje with an 
automatic nfie- For the whole afternoon be kept the 
police at bat At last m desperaton thej dec’ded to 
try and take hun b> stealth A hat cart was p-ocured 
and pohccoicii, armed to tic teeth were hidden m the 
hay The cart was pushed towards the hou-e but Bonrot 
poured a beavj fire into U The police replied. There 
was a \entahle battle la which the bardit Bonnot was 
njjTtall} wounded 

Bonnot did rot stand bu trial, but some of the other 
members of the gang did. Included amons then were 
some women. Ose was nicknamed Claudicc bj tbe 
joumaluts at the tnal Shft was the living mage of 
Gjtjs beroire, with her ham bobbed her kce collir 
and her sedate air ^he served a short sentence and 
aftmvard^ mamed another member of the gang The 
two are now very ptomment la French Communist cirdcs 
One man comnutted suade a few moments after he 
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vras arrestfd He tos taken to the Prefecture of Pohce, 
and after he had been though a prclmunarj exammation 
in the magistrate’s room he was being led downstairs 
to his cell supported on cither side by a policeman He 
was a big strong, red headed man. and tisiating hraiself 
out of their gnp he threw hmiscU down head first on the 
stone stairs, dashmg out ht» brains He ivas already 
prepared for death when he was arre&lcd, for when he 
was searched in his ceU. a packet of poison was found 
hidden between the soles of his boots 

Other members of the gang fought desperately when 
they were arrested even the quiet looking Ra3mond 
le Science ” The trial was a long drawn out one Only 
three of the gang were sentenced to dcatJi The last 
scene was dramatic in the extreme I cannot remember 
anj trial which was so inoxnng Sentence was pronounced 
betwren eleven 0 clock and midnight There were about 
ten prisoners in the big oak wood dock Separating 
each prisoner was a municipal guard The jury were 
some tune in coming to their verdict and while 
. the^ were awaj the court gradually began to fill 
Men and women m evening dress came on from 
the theatre It vras just like a lone avraited first 
night People stood on chairs munching sandwiches, 
t aUfin g and laughing and recognising inends tn the 
bodj of the court and calling out to them Then 
later actors and actresses arrived Many of them had 
humed from their dressing rooms to be present at the 
final scene, and they had had no tune to remove their 
'* make-up * 

The few eicctnc lights cast an eerie glow over the court, 
the muiti Coloured dresses of the women their flashing 
jewels and the gleaming white shirt fronts of the men 
Down at the end of the court on the raised dais one caught 
glimpses of the red cloaked judges Presently the jury 
came back and gave thar verdict There was such a 
hubbub that one could hear nothii^ In vain the ushers 
shouted for silence, but the women s shnll v oices drowned 
every' other sound Peojde jostled and scrambled for 
better places from which to 'view the pruoaers, and they 
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di$nJssed tb«r f><)Jits as tboogh they vw so irany cattle 
at a «hoMr *' C'audme * was the one person lO coat 
who yTeser\-c<i her poise and calm, and sbe Isteoed to 
the «<ntences with an uecmtable smile on h«- Uce 
So frded the Cist attempt at the cstabkinient of 
&)'nnniai.in tn France. 



CHAPTER XI 


OABY lA ROl.CE 

Petit Lotis thev called him in Belleville His 
parents christened him AiisUde but church names don t 
count for much m BdleviUe Apidi« ajid all kmds 
of mterestms people live up th^ Petit Louis was 
an Apache \\’hen he was a small boy and was still 
\nstide he thought it would be mther fine to have a 
girl a revulvcr and a knife Aru tides father and mother 
had other views o the> apprenticed him to a Icxismith 

In the da\*time he was, iairlv busv but the evenings 
were bu'^ier There were the cxplous of the Black 
Panthers and the Terrors of the Butte to follow — 
two bands of cheerful voung gentlemen who used to 
meet m unfrequented streets and fire at one another with 
their revolvers When the> could get to close quarters 
they used their knives Arntide thought this a fine 
life but neither band wanted him until be bad proved 
his value 

Anstide fourd that quite easy Repairing a lock 
in the flit belonging to a woman who was careless with 
her jewcilerv Anstide had the opportunity of showing 
a fistful of gems to a few friends one evening and was 
thereupon unanunousU elected a member of ^e Black 
Panthers Then he wore ht. jet black hair in long 
wisps over his ears stuck a half-smoked cigarette behind 
one of them and w-as chnsteced Petit Louis 

Introducing Gaby Gaby was a prepossessing voung 
person who lived in Belleville but was rot of Belleville 
She worked in a factory went straight home after work 
and stayed there Petit Louis face was not pleasant 
to sec. when Gaby turned hers th«* other way and«.tadiously 
kept It there Life is a very big adventure indeed when 
jou are an Apache of <ay eighteen years and you live 
m BelleviQc but Petit Louts found there wua someth-5g 
wanting m it 

111 
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All good Rmthers had a girj. TeUt lotus had cot 
There ^vas, ftr ustancc, FhiUipe le Gonjcn, tifcose s«et- 
heart «-as SlarccUe *' la Graade " Slaroile often looled 
at Petit loots and she was cot always w^th 

him when she looled. nuUspc le Coujon gate ilaiceSe 
screral reminders oof to loo*, too often -VaiwUe said 
she wouldn’t, and *he didn't, antil Petit Loots £31"? fcer 
a fair of shoes wth high red beeU Ihea she Iccird 
very hard, and would not base nunded very much if 
the Goujoa had been sent away for a quiet vacation in 
a Trench frison. 

The CoujoQ had the same idea about Petit lonis acd 
he planned a man s sue Irarghuy in which Petit Loffis 
was to play a leading role as an ez locksmith All west 
welL Petit Xonis looked after the tiD, the Coujc® 
looted after Petit Lotus Th^ came out, and the Goujons 
leg tripped Petit Locts As h« fell the Gonjon pot hs 
kai/e in Petit Louis bock. The iragutrate said it was 
a bad case— one (or as much ptuuJjme&t as the law would 
allow-, and Petit Louts got it. 

^^'hea he ante out of prison it was tune for hus to 
do bte militai} semcc, but not bemg osed to dsQphne 
be did hadlv. and the aothonties said there was ttoihsg 
for It but to pat him in the Piif <i ,4^. othertn^eknewn 
as the African CattaLon. Fcbt louis did not like lh« 
idea of going to Jtorocco so be made his way to the Care 
du >’ord V here he found a train bound for Bc’ginm, and 
he look a joy nde thnie hai^u^ on beneath a carnage 
In Belgium Petit Louis worked and worked rather 
hard- He bad thought tfiirgs over ard decided that 
if he ever wintid to have the right to buy red heeled 
shoes for Gaby, he would have to go back and "charge 
at the joncticm’’, rhicfa was ha way of intimating 
that he ireant to turn over a new leaf and be a good toy 
Th'ui came the war, and then— then the Boies were 
burning and sacking Belgiam ctbcs. slaughtering yossg 
children and wrnien and sjneadirg the propa^ds of 
German culture Petit Look thought there irust be s«re- 
thiog wrroig They were worse than Apaches, so he 
went cut to try and disoiver what happened to deserters 
when they gave iheuiselves op and as some rranch 
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eeatleraen Lad alreadj met m Pans and lisatd an Order 
m Conned whveh ans^vered this ^er 3 qcestion Petit Louis 
returned to Pans 

He reported hmiself listened to what the colonel had 
to sa> before going to fitted for a new uniform and 
then behold Petit Louis transfonned into a ficu 
or fanlassir or wbate\er jou like to call mra But 
whatfev et he ■was he wanted to go out qnickls and accxiunt 
for some of the spreaders of Genran culture Weanng 
his uniform Petit Louis stepped out towards Bdle'fUe — 
a BeIIc\‘il!e where there were no Black Panthers or Tentirs 
of the Butte 

Gab> s factors was shut but <he still worked She 
was making things for the solders ard 8uddeiil> ^he 
and petit Ixuk, came face to face Petit Louis stopped 
ga\e the military salute and held out his hand Gat^ 
blushed (j«s m BehesiBel and took it. This time she 
loo ed at him aUcost m the an) Petit Louis xranted her 
to look 

The next scene la the Belgian frontier The remrent 
fought IBe de\*iU. The> marcbed all night ard fought 
all da) and one ei'ening Petit Louis compoxi) was sur 
rounded and made prisoners The\ were irarched away 
under guard ard one night thej slept m a bam The 
door was locked but Petit Louis had been a locksmith 
and when e\eryone else was asleep he took ofl hb boots 
and went out and crept awa) leaMng b.s boots as a 
sou\ enir 

The rest of the iu'”ht he spent in a wood He had no 
food His feet were bleeding but his course remained 
He found a \illage where there was an old woman -^o 
had not fed She fed him on bread and frmt He rented 
a day then went on and after three more davs he reached 
the Bntish lmes> where he told his store showed bt> feet, 
and was given a pair of boots. He wanted to help so they 
showed hua how to use a British nfie and let hun as^jat 

Ko chance came of doing much until the divr.jc>Q foj”d 
it-^elf fightmg a superior tote A village was to be ocen 
f pied Ve shelled it with success but one hotfee still 
harboured a number of Getmaia wbo kept up a sustained 
Ere which was very annoying There was only cue 
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thing to be dace, and that vas to bkrsr cp ths boas* 
ilsny Kvlaateas fiat&coni^g $«t o? cawiajr 
along with a (diaigc of dytumite. Eati alteapl 's^ 
stopped as the ^•oIJrteer trM to cross th-* stretch cf 
open ground- 

Then Petit Lonis wasted to go, and set o2 to the chcrus 
of "Good laci.!" to wbiji fce replied. "Oh }« aS 
nght '■ — cew words rcantlj added to hi» \-ocabChjT 
He began to crosa the open stretch Thej saw fcm 
vmthe and stop dead 

" They've copped the poor old Frenchie ’* said one cl 
trar men. 

* No, they am t begobs 1 ” another, as Petit Loss 
went forward again 

ttell. he got there and the hocre was blo-m cp Vh«s 
the/ picked turn op he was nacasadoo which was nc* 
extrawdraarN considering that be had six ballets la Lna 
Behold Petit I/kois once again in Paib u a horyital, 
with cheerlol nnrses tnppmg aboot Skalfcl treatment 
be-e fre-h He began to get better and ccold ai up 
for an hour a dav but rhea be reached this »tagc ti 
stoop^ and made no furthc" progress Doctor shock 
their heads, nnrses shook theirs becanse the deie*ot5 
did. 

' Is there anj-thing yon would like ? " asked one 
Petit Loob said. Gaby ’ 

And Gaby came, ^e leaked a littk war bet Petit 
I-ouis knew nothing of the struck she had tad 
exilcocc. Her father had d-ed and her mother craW 
do very htlle towards keeping the lm> fc«re togKher 
Patriotic work was all sera w-cU but it d-d cot t'lcs 
in any mo^ey 

Every day Gain, came to the bo'pital. and each ic^ 
she hronghJ Pebl Irtifa some soaJI gilt- The ex 
mended rapidlj He asked Gabj to marry k-ns asd 
she pr<«iis«l to do so—after the war Th«a Pet l pjuis 
was allowed to karc the bosptal on coni-al-scect ks™ 
before retorring to the trenches But dA tso* kso* 
where to go Ha portrts tad \’ani«h'^ favm^ « '• 
trace betmd _ 

He was doleful th' aftemoca when Gaby went to s« 
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him and he toW her the reason He Nvanted to stay in 
Paris to be near her wbilo he could Aftorv,-ards the 
trenches— and who knows? Quickly Gabj made up 
her mind They ha\*c impulsive natures in BcUevalle 
But thou art tunny thou she smiled Thou 
shall come and stay with us in our flat 
Pi,tit Loub opened hi» mouth to protest 
But sec fooh&h one said Gabj it is all arrans^ed 
Does thy mother approae ot this plan ? asked, the 
man 

Of course she dofr. answered Gaby murmuring 
to herself It is a while U*. and I go to confession 
to morrow 

But still Petit Louis was not appeased 
\nd the sous ^ he asked lor of the little white 
pieces llrancs) I have less than none 
Quickly Gaby countered with another he 
And my pay ’ Shall it not suff ce for us all ? 

Petit Louis was astonished 
Thy pay ^ he stammered I thought thou wast 
not workui'’ just now> 

But I have a food job since vesterday in a new 
factory (of a s irct\ I mu t go to confession to morrow) 
where the money is good 

Yes mdeed Gab> bent over and kissed Petit 
Louis flush on the mouth 

It IS settled then ’ she asked 
Petit Louis babbled his thanks 
Au rev oir then roy httle one I go now to prepam 
thy room and I return to-morrow morning to fetch 
thee 

Walking quickly through the CTOwded streets Gabv 
found time for reflection Wliat was she to tell her 
parent’ No money in the house and no work and 
now another mouth to feed 
Gaby found her mother in a bad temper 
I suppose thou hast been to the hospital once again 
she sneored When finWho then this nonsense with 
that good for nothing Petit Louis ? 

Gaby flared up How darcst thou say he is good for 
nothing ? she stormed He a good enough for me 
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His past was wiped out on the iattleSeld. He B a ass, 
my raan my own ” 

Then she quietened down. 

After a few moments ^ence she said “Be hares the 
hospital to-morrow ' 

' UTiat IS that to me?' replied the mother "The 
sooner he returns to his battlefield the better " 

" He rs conuag to stay ndi ns nctil he retaras, ’ said 
Gabj' softly 

' WTiat ? " saeamed the mother " He conits here ? 
^\’bea 1 starve and moil and toil that we may east, thou 
dares to speak of bnnging thj Joi er here ? 

'He is not mj lover but my affianced hnsljaEd.” 
answered Gaby quietly, "and he comes here to-ffiorrow 
morjung '* 

' How do I know if be is thy loier or not ? " raivd 
the mother "We have heard of such things before 
to-day, here in Belleville Is madenoiselJe then a la^ 
of means ? * she went on, dropping into sarcasm ' 0/ 
a truth one would say so , thou indi thy airs and grues 
and who cannot get work to do to keep thy old mother 
Oh yes a lady of means A pity thoo cannot make use 
of thy pretty face and figure even if thou cannot find 
work for thy fingers ‘ 

• '* AkTiat dost thou mean ? * as! ed Gaby going very 
white " Dost thou mens ’ ’ 

‘ I mean we need the white piesw ’ replied her mother , 

" we need them jes for oursel^is first of ail. and w« 
need yet mom if thou art going to bnrg Petit Louis here 
Thou mast get them , I cannot.’ 

' But maman, I am a good girl and alwa)s have been, 
thou knowest that ” „ 

The old woman shrugged h« shoulders "Sfaybe, 
she answered laconically 

" £A bittt, as Cahy was about to male a repJyv ‘ m 
her, even if thou art a good girl as thou sajest, what 
of that ? Thou art pretty and thou hast a comely figure 
are there not plenty of soldiers oa leave ^e and avilzans 
too who laiow how to appreoate both ? Me need the 
white pieces ' she contxsc^ aagrily, “ and it is for thou ^ 
to see that we get them ' 
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And with this Pailhian *hot she left the room Left 
by herself Gaby sank down to her knees 

Dear God * she exclaimed is this all that is left 
for me ’ My own mother tells me to fo on to Uit streets 
Tor the iihitc pieces must I then sell my body ? 

She remamed for some time on her kneoa praying 
Then she thought of Petit Louis K c redeemed 
himself she murmured softly He uns bad and 
now he IS good Perhapi it uiU only be for a little while 
a fell weeks before he goes back to the war And 1 will 
try hard and get some honest work indeed indeed I will 
And when he comes home from the war we w ill be manicd 
Her face broke into a rapturous smile She rose from 
her knees Tor the rest of the csening she spoke no 
word to her mother who tried to find out what Gaby 
intended to do 

The next morning Gaby set out for the fiospital to 
fetch Petit Louis who svas impatiently awaiting her 
comine Leaning on her arm the man hobbled along 
toward# the girU home He T<fu>cd all offi-rs of a con 
scyance for which Gaby was devoutly thankful as site 
had but a few sous in her purse 
All of a sudden Petit muis said I suppose thou 
hast obtained the morning off from thy fictcry to come 
and fetch me ’ 

Gaby blushed then vrent white but the man did not 
notice 

Et — yes 1 have she made answer 
Then remembering what she intended to do she con 
turned I am working m a factory where thev make 
munitions I shall not be working any more m the 
mornings I am gouig on a late shift X start about 
five in the afternoon and work until midnight 
Petit Louis was satisfied He had b«n brought up 
m surroundmgs where all honest young women worked 
and those who did not well they gathered tlic little 
whit pieces along the exterior bouIevTui, He knew 
them type well They wore no hats but their hair was 
elaborately dressed They v ore high heel d boots and 
short skuts which clung tightly to theu figure And 
every one of them wore a little apron It was like a 
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cniform Petit liitJts, nio Temsmbered Hese^^'w/ists 
from the tune he tras a member of the ' Block Panthers " 
thought of them in tenns of pity The> vere utterly 
dJTereat he thought from the joun* n-onian by h» side. 

Amtcd at the tmy Cat Petit Louts did hts b&t to 
xtufee himself agreeable to Gaby's motbn’, who leturoed 
surly answers to hia remarks It was cot a very 
meal that they sat dou-a to but Petit Ltms ]Bst mt 
of hoapital did ho best to Jeep them m good spuits 

After lunch the rrolher teckoced Gaby out ol the 
room 

*' Is it enderstood. * she asked in low toae«, “ thou 
must obtain the white pieces or thy lomgoes to-moirow? ’ 

Gaby bent her head. *' It is understood. I diarge 
With the gettm^ of them ’ 

‘ It fa well, repbed the mother “ Thou art a good 

a b ' And With a smile and a pat on the shoulder she 
l her daughter 

Gaby shuddered For thre^ or four hours she sms 
gay and merry with Petit Lonis Then, as the how 
of file approached she became quiet and only replied 
atsentlv to Petit Louis' railkrv Presently *he erensed 
herself and went to her room Only the All Kftowin'j 
One and herseU knew the mental tort ure she went through 
She retunicd to Petit Louis and said sunply “ I go 
now to my work. Thou wilt be in bed ard asle^ 

I rctUTi. To-Jiight I get my pay. and tojcorrow 1 vtU 
get thee some cigarettes Good mght my httle ore. 
And she kissed him softf> on the fcrejicad 

Her mother was sittirg up when she resumed, srcrtjy 
beftre midngbt Her smile asked a questio^ Pw 
answer Gabj sbppcd a few hares into her mother'^ hand 
and went to bed 

The next monung, true to her promise, she tract out 
and purAased some ogarettes and a agar, which 
gave with a cheerj gr«fngr to Peiit Lotus soon aJttr 
be hobbled into the sitting room Pttit Louis was rot 
jet strong enough to go walkirf' so in the mommss 
C^by sat and talked with him whi'e her motber trent cut v, 
a-’d did the marketing . . 

The man remarked that the mothers temper had 
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and the nimour spread that she had abandoned the streets 
for the cafea It was tnie a gomesse pas'^ing a call 
at the comer of the Place P^alle had seen her going in 
She Nvas vrell dressed it \fas S4id 

■The Vi-ar brought manj foreigners to Pans From all 
countries they came &cm North and South Amenca 
from the East and from the West While men fought 
there was money to be made, and the neutraL thought 
tbev were entitled to then sh^e of the plunder Among 
the foreigners was a joung South American tall and 
hindiome wath plenty of money In the daytime he 
amassed more and m the night time he did bis best to 
spend it as far ^ the wartime distractions in Pans would 
allow 

He had not known Paru before Uie ^ru■ but he had 
heard of Montmartre and one night made an his mind 
to see how it looked m warture He strolled from caf6 
to cafe and was about to go home feclmg rather bored 
when chance led hta foocteps to the caie at the comer 
of the Place Pigalle There were plenty of women there 
women with men women dnnktng and talking with other 
women and one woman Mlting alone 

She » stnkingK beautiful bought the toung man 
He call'd the waiter Please a-k that girl o\cr there 
to come and sit at m> table he said 

The waiter <hooit bt> head No he *^d that 
IS Gabv U Rouge and if anyone wants to talk to her 
he must tackle her himself 

Nothing loth the young man walked o\er to her table 
and with a bow and a si^e asked if he might sit down 
She assented 

They teH me you are called Gal^ la Rouge said 
the young man 

Her brows contracted. Who said that? Mie 
snapped. 

cll it was the waiter replied the man 
Oh It IS true replied the gul "1116 man tned 
to make hiniscH welcome but Gaby la Rouge onlv answered 
in mon<syIlabIes Presently she looked him straight m 
the face and asked Muaify 
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“Are you nch? “ 

Somewhat taiea alaii, ilie ypiuj^ aao reidied “^o 

I am, do jou asV?” 

“Because,' replied Gal^, "if joo are not, j'oa ate 
waiting jTrar tunc talking to me ^\'licn you came la 
I had jost made up nrv ouad to chuck thii life and become 
a f>ovie dt tuxt Are you a bird fancier ? “ she asked 
cynically 

Ihe South Amencaiv was accustorred to making up 
his tmnd quicklj '* Yes, I am " he answered. CaSmg 
for the trait® he paid, and the conple left the ali followed 
by the envious glances of the oth« tromcn 
“ I tvam \ oo said Gab> one day to bet lover “ I 
shall mm jon ard then I ^hall leave you ” 

“Are you not happy tnth me>‘ asked the yonns 
tnan, distressed 

* I shall nev® be happy. ' replied Gaby U Reug^ 
*' I was not made for bappmess I was made tor retenge ' 
The tvar ended, and Petit Louis returned to Parts and 
soon found work as a loeisottb. He was a tae ituia 
man, so his fellow vorfaaca said He spoke title never 
drank and was never seen to speak to a woman 
The end of the war aLo brought prosperity to Gaby's 
lovCT He had made money m vTirtime, but be was fast 
making a fortune soon after peace was signed- He 
install^ Gaby in a private house near the Eotw Sbe 
had two motor cars, a rope of pcarL which would have 
made a queen ennoos, and she was one of the best cus- 
tomers the Rue de la X’auc ever knew She 
legendary People stopped talking when she entered 
a restaurant 

" That’s Gaby, you knenv. Gaby li Rouge , they say 
. ' And the tongues went on wagging as 
trailed through the restaurant leaving behind her a host 
of bowing tt-uters and mattres d hoi'U 
H® picture appeared lu the firit post-war salon Para- 
graphs about Gab\ la Rouge were scattwed thiocgh the 
pages of the gossipy paros People compared htr to 
Cora Pearl and otb® f^oiB courtesans He Scram 
Amencan basked in her reflected ffory, fcuf when h* 
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ssked Gaby it sbft weift coolest she shook her head 
savagely 

Paris gradually assumed its normal appearance The 
world and hts wife both official and unofficial went crazy 
a^ut dancing In all. the tashionablc dancing pUces 
Gaby la Rouge appeared and created a furore She 
danced with remarkable abandon people said She o% er 
heard a man remark Gaby la Rouge dances like they 
do m the bals trtutei Gat^ was seen to smile 
And she smiled so rar^y 

After the dance she said to her lover Listen won 
am I ha\e a v-him Let us leave here now and go to 
one of the hals muuUes 

tlhat dressed as ice are? Me shall be robbed 
replied the man 

' Nonsense answered Gaby they will not toudi 
me they know Gaby U Rouge and y ou wall be safe with 
me Come 

Accustomed to instantly comply with all her whims 
the young man did as be was bid It was Gaby herself 
who gave the direction to th^ <hauiicuT who was too 
wdl trained to show surprise Aw-ay they sped past 
the Opera then along the Rue Lafavette The streets 
were deserted 

Where are w-c going ? asked the man Belleville 
answered Gaby la Rouge and she spoke the one word 
as exiles speak of the home from whidi thev have been 
long absent When on the outskirts of BeUeviffp Gaby 
had to give more coi}ci:>e directions to the cliauffeur 
Presently she told t im to stop 

We wiU go on foot from here she said They 
Walked toward a house wl ich bore an dluminated sign 

Bat Musetie The man paid the price of adnii>sion 
and they entered a stuffy room crowded wath men and 
women danang to the strains of a concertina That was 
all but sudi dancing I The man had never seen anything 
like it 

Why thev are Apadies he said 

No repl ed Gaby la Rouge they are men 

Closely enlaced the couples moved round and round 
to the strains of the concertina People looked curiously 
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Ifjoudont— - asthejoanginaiiwasabouttoprotest 
ym v.*^ ne^er see roe agaro If all goes well 50 U 
ive'W «ee roe agam anitinw she munaured to 
her^f Gabj c^ed the 'aomaa to her 

Do >ou see thb pearl necklace tins drcs <5 everything 
1 have on’ Well thej are all joois on one condition 
Name it replied the woman curiously 
That >ou change clothes with me here and now 
was the ansv^ 

The woman was too surprised to make any coherent 
reply but motioned the way towards a roon where the 
change was eSected 

Slav here until I come to fetch you said Gaby 
la Rouge and w ent into tbc hil dressed m the short tight 
stets which are so fashionable on the outer boulevards 
^e saw Petit Louia and la Grande MarceUe sitting to- 
gether The man looked unhappy she thought Out 
waidlv calm but inwwidly quaking Gaby walked up 
to the couple and «aid to MarceUe 

1 think I saw Phillipe le Gonjon looking for you 
Old customs die hard m BeUeville and without a word 
la Grande MarceUe jumped up and sprang away Gaby 
turned to look after her Then ^he heard a faint whisper 
Gaby my Gabv is it thee ? They told me oh so 
much I Searched for thee everyvvbere and now now — 
Now what? asked Gaby 

Now 1 know all all all I tell thee spoke Petit Louis 
I Imow now how selfi-h and blind I was and how I 
wronged thee 

Dost thou forgive me then? asked Gaby 
It IS not I who shall forgive thee but I who shall 
ask thee for forgweness said Petit Louis his eyes t^im 
ming over with tears of happiness Am I forgiv en ? 

For reply Gaby flung her arms round Petit Louis and 
bnned her face on his «honldcr 

**«•*«« 

As they left the mcwie after the wedding Gaby suddenly 
stopped and said to her husband I wonder what 
bei^e of that gul who had my clothes ? 

VThat clothes ? asked Petit Louis surprised 
I don t remember answered Gaby 
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at the man and ^voInan, the ^TOman in a bnlUant evemne 
dress, wth magnificent jewellery 

Presently n murmur arese ‘ Why, it s Gab> Gaby 
la Rouge has come back to us ' Then a woman came 
towards Gatrv 

Ch bien ‘ she said insolently. “ ha\c jou anne back 
ben* to crow o^cr us Well I for one would not ^ange 
vnth JOU ’ 

' But I would with JOU, ’ Gabj answered quick! j The 
woman saiv that Gaby la Rouge spoke the truth Her 
ejes were filled with tears 

" Do JOU mean to saj jou would give up all jou have 
and come hack to this ’ indicating the ball room with 
a s«uep of her hand 

I don t want to coroe back to this Gaby made 
answer, ' although it means to me the happiest dajw of 
my hit but if 1 came back now it could nev cr be the same. ' 

Hie woman was maeduloo^ But seeking to hold 
the famous Gabv U Rouge in conversation she said 
"Do JOU remember Marc«*Ue la i.rsuide MarccUe ’ ' 

" W cil as Cabj nodded as»cnt ' tfiej' saj she i* 
about to take up with that old flame of jours \ou 
remember Petit Lout, * Gabj staggered as if she had 
tK'cn struck 

' what of him ^ ' «he asked 
* He has been here the la»t three nights she said, 

' daacui? with the Grande JlarctUe They say he is 
dom“ well vrorkirg hard but it is only since three n.ghts 
ego that he has shovro lu> face 
" Is he here to-night ’ ' Gabj asked eagerly 
' I vyjll look if JOU like answered the woman and 
sped away 

I have found him she announced when she retumea 
m a few mmutes He is over there talking to Slarcelle 
hook, they are just going to dance * 

Gabv saw petit Loais and la Grande Jfaicelle pass 
but neither of them recognued her Once again m her 
life she made up her mind quickly Thej have impulsive 
tfimperairents m Belleville jou will remember Tiiming v 
to her lover and speaking quicUf. she said 
" Lutea Go away at ona and leave me here alone 
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n joa don’t " as tli« yonng man was about to protest, 

" jou wni never see me ^am *' ** If aH goes well 50a 
will never see rre again, anjliow,’* sLe murmured to 
herself Gaby (^ed the woman to her 

" Do you see tins pearl nediace, this dre^. everything 
I have on ? Well, they are all yours on one condition ’ 
"Name it," replied the woman curiously 
'• That you change clothes with me here and now," 
was the answer 

The woman was too surprised to make any coherent 
reply, hut motioned the way towards a roon where the 
dnmge ms eBected. 

“ Stay here until I come to (etch you ’’ said Gaby 
la Rouge and 'kent into the ial dressed m the short tight 
skirts which are so fashionable on the outer boulevams 
She saw Petit Louis and la Grande 'laicclle sitting to- 
gether The man loohed unhappy, she thought Out- 
wardly calm but inwardly quaSang, Gaby walked op 
to the couple and said to Marcelle 
" I think I saw Phdhpe le Gouyon looking (ot you " 
Old customs die hard m Belleville and without % word 
la Grande Marcelle ]umped op and sprang away Gaby 
turned to look after her Then ^he heard a faint whisper , 
" Gaby my Gaby, is it thee I They told me, oh so 
much I searched for thee everywhere, and now, now—*' 
" Now what ? ’ ask^ Gaby' 

" Now I know all, all, all I idl thee." spoke Petit Louis 
" I know now how selfish and blind 1 was and how I 
wronged thee” 

"Dost thou forgive me, then?" asked Gabv 
" It 13 not I who shall forgive thee, but I who diall 
ask thee for forgiveness,” said Petit Louis, bis eyes bma- 
mmg over with tears of happmess ' Am I forgiven ? " 
For reply Gaby flung her arms round Petit iXuis and 
buned her face on his shfmMev 

**•*••* 

As they left the tReinr aher the wedding Gaby suddenly 
stopped and said to her husband " I wonder what 
* became o{ that gul who had my clothes ? ’ 

" What clothes 7 ” asked petit Louis, surprised 
" I don t remember, answered Gaby 
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Tra readjag- public, I thml:, has had a sur/et of spy 
Stones. The late war was naturaDy responabL for a 
hamper crop, some supposed to be troe, soaw franJd/ 
fiction . many of the foTcer coold very well take their 
place la the seeoad categwy 
I ha\e always admired ilr ^TUiam Xa Qua for the 
beautiful ram^ he places ow the rougher parts of 
his of espcoaage and thereby adds s'cnsinuhtcde 

to might be otherwise ’ bald ard camte'esticg 

aanati^e** as Pooh-Bah said. W'oold that I could 
teU tales of bcaotiAd women sp-es, nto sif « laximoBsly 
fitted rooms ard with a ogarette a cynical smile ajid 
a slight foreign accent, send oofd shirers down (he spisea 
of faithful reader*. But when I began to wnie this book 
I proai«d i3vs>eU that I would stick to facts Therefore 
I approa^ the task of writing about espionage » the 
Underworhl of Pan> with some diffidence. 

Of course it » well known to the Secret Sersaces of 
the world that Pans was the cleanng-house of all the 
men and women eafrfoyed m espionage and counter- 
espionage Brussels was another place wb«e the secrets 
of nations -were dealt m on a large scale , but sooner or 
iatcr Parts was a rendeivuus of the spies. 

%\Ts«i the war came to an end and the wio^ world 
was full of beautiful thoo^ts it looked as il the spy's 
ocenpatmn, like OtheDo's might be gone But 
recently the Gensan Ruchstag soted a Semet Service 
budget which ts equivalent to the pre-war figure Other 
cations icclndmg England. America and France hare 
ato placed ample fc^ on one Side for the perpeses 
of espionage arid couster-espumage so Fare w^l un- 
doubtedly once again tank as the cleaimg house. 

Duncg the war, my journalistic duties as special cerre- 

IHi 
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spondent of the Daily Express took me Into 6e\eral 
neutr^ countries, uhere I soon dtecoiered that espionage 
had been reduced to the finest of arts In one covmtrj*. 
Spam I came into the closest relations with enemy spies, 
and also «ith our mm Intelhgeoce people ho words 
of mine can add anything to the glory of our Service 
It was materialised out of practicallj nothing, but rapidly 
became the finest m th«* uorld I propose to tell some* 
thmg of espionage m Spam, although, strictly speaking, 
Jt has nothing to do wlh the Underworld of Pans Ne\er- 
thdess, many of the people cmplojed bj' the enemy m 
Spam and SwitiaVand •ftere quite well known figures m 
the Underworld of the French capital 

I should warn readers that if they think they arc going 
to be thniicd they had better skip this chapter It 
contains no thnlU , just plain. onvamisl)ed facts 

Hv first adventure— a rather banal one, but typical 
of wiiat was to come— happened before I had been mote 
than an hour on Spanish tenilory It was mini? The 
tram had made us customatv stop at Hcndaye. and 
had then run across the frontier to Irun, where there 
was another stop Very soon after the joumey was 
resumed a venerable looking old gentleman came into 
my carnage, where I sat alone He took a seat in the 
corner opposite scattered his small baggage over the 
cushions, and then addressed me m Spanish a language 
vvhich I speak very imperfectly I replied m French 
that I did not speak Spanish The venerable senot then 
contmued his conversation in French— merely empty 
phrases Then undoubtedly detecting my British accent, 
he commenced to speak English which he spoke perfectly 

He was a Russian business man, so he said, going to 
Madrid for his personal affairs W as I going to Madrid ? 

1 replied that I was Government mission? No He 
gave me a knowing look and exclaimed " Oh, of course 
not ” Then he told me that passport regulations had 
changed within the last twenty four hours I had heard 
nothing of it and did not beheve it, hut I told the man 
that 1 vras aware of it 

"Show me your passpwt,” he sauj, "and 1 will tell 
you in a moment if it ts aU right I said my passport 
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was locied np la my b^, althoogh at the momeat it 
was repKing^ m my pocJxt Coa>*crsatioa hagmshed 
for a time Tbea my compaaion sa^ " r%c a deeptng 
compartment, would joa Wa to share it ? ” I replied 
that I preferred to srt op oil mght in the carnage as it 
was so hot At Miranda the ‘‘Rtssiaa’ said be had 
changed his mmd and would go to Barcelona. T^ee 
days later I saw him m my bMri at Madrid 

Just before leaving Pans 1 had been warned by jay 
fnend, Will Invin, the Amcncan author, who had recently 
rctomrd from Spam never to let mj passport out of 
my posscssun as Briteh and Amencan passports were 
my much sought after by enemy agents in Spam They 
were sent to Antwerp, v^ere there was the nofonous 
^pioaage school and the passports were altered and 
used by spies 

The hotel where I stayed m Madrid was a sort of Ton 
Tiddler's ground. Members of Uie Bntjsb and Trench 
Embassies were staving there, and aho a number of 
Germans and Austruos Very omous thugs used to 
happen Colonel the head of the Bnti^ counter* 
os^onage service m Spun, (old me how one mght when 
he amred there from Gibraltar and went to bed dead 
tued, he was prevented from sleeping by a noise in an 
adjoining nxim He telephoned down to the reception 
oihee and asked the clerk to conre upstairs He ingoircd 
as to who had the room adjomn^ and was told by the 
clerk that tt had been book^ by a man who had arrived 
that night from Gibraltar The (Lionel was well known 
in tte hold, and uu,sted that the clerk should go wife 
him and immediately open with his pass key the doer 
of the ifljoin ing room This was done suddenly and 
standing on the bedrail with a pocket tool chest in one 
hand, was a young man eng^ed m boring a hole ra the 
walk On the lay a xnicapbone set 
Some cpiamt cxpenai«s aeo happened to me when 
ID Madrid on tins occasion \Vhecever I left my bedroom 
and returned again, I found evoy soap of tem-up paper 
had vanished from the waste paper b^ket, and the 
sheet of the blotting pud was alwavs fresh. A very 
perfectly organised hotel ssviwl But one must re- 
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member tivat wfaereas there were only eight thousand 
Germans m Spam before the war Uiere were eighty 
tiionsand there during hosiihties most of them basing 
come from the South American states JIany of these 
men and women too were penniless but their respective 
embassies— Gennin and Anstnan— looked after them 

Man\ were emplojed m their national espiona^ service 
One of them a woman wis exceedingly pretty She 
ivas from Vienna but tnamed to an Enghshman In 
Madrid she pa&cd herseU off as a Dane She spoke 
English Prench and Gcrtt^ fiuenlly This woman 
who w-as well known to our Intelligence Service had 
a curious job Everj evening at the same tune she made 
her appearance m the gr^ room cafd of Palace Hotel 
and her instructions were to make herself attractive to 
any English American or Frenchmen She did her 
lob well enough did this pretty lady of the Underworld 
but as e\ ery English American or Ftenchmin w as warned 
whoshewas she did not score \a>beavil> for the Austrian 
Secret Service 

One afternoon I was wTitmg private letters to friends 
in the wrilmg room of the Palace Hotel I completed 
my correspondence and went out of the room and into 
the vestibule to buy some stamps On my "ay I suddenly 
remembered 1 had left my luUe pocket address book 
on the tabfr ui the wnting room I relumed there htir 
nedly and found a man carefully tearing off the blotting 
paper I had used The Huns were excewmgly thorough 
but I think on this occasion I was more embanassed than 
th<* spy He was quite well known to me. He and 
his brother both German dentists were on the Black 
Book of the British and French InteUigence Sm ice 
It was on another trip to Spam when I was at San 
Sebastian that I came in close touch with our baval 
Intelligence I hiv e not a complete record of the number 
of German submarines using S{ai«sh villages for bases 
and which were sunk thanks to the brains and energies 
of our Naval Intelligence but I know there were several 
and 1 had the good fortune to be present on the occasion 
when one German super-sutmianne made its last trip— 
to the bottom This particular sub had long been re 
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vjrtuaHed £rojo a Spaash tog; which pai to sea as oftea 
as she VTs instructed by a Gernian agent m San Sebastian 
Oar people tned their best to boy o2 the captain of the 
tog. but there was nothing doing Ibe captam was 
quite open to make a little extra tnoocy, but he refused 
to carry a such winch oor people were \'ery anxious he 
should Cany 

He said he could not do this because a German agent 
accompanied him on nearly «\icty jootney , and he checked 
the number of sacks whidi were passra e\er the side 
to the wailing submarme 

After some money bad diangtd hands the captain 
agreed to substitute a sack which our people prosTded 
for one prosnded hy the Germaas These sacks coa- 
tained pTONTsioas The captain was told that our substitute 
sack would only contain a leg of mutton and some turraps. 

This was qmte true It did but ww lorgot to tell 
the captain that the leg of mutton and the turnips were 
eiceedirgly indigestible They tontamed time bombs 
fiDedwnh TNTJ 

Ore other oecas^n I tetremba part icuhrJjr well Ob a 
lonely hill not far from San Sebastian, tb* Germans 
i»d erected a small wircltes station for the prrpose of 
coaOToaiaiirg wito then submarmes We had laforcicd 
the Governor of the Province but he would not fake 
any steps to hare it removed The only thing to be 
dene was to remove it ourselves 

One dark night s coemher of the Naval lateHigerce 
together with another Engbdunan who had no r^t at 
all to be there went out for a nde on a car The car 
stopj^ about five hundred yards away ftom the hiH 
Then the two men ^i^hted and filled two women s sfodacss 
with sar^— 3 ennous thirg to do cn a dark ard windy 
night — but these stockmp were moat useful, for when 
crawling on all fours up the bin the solitary vouig Him 
who was minding the wireless was suddenly sandbagged — 
a most repiAensible thing to vo I admit And the 
wirriess was dismantled and earned away and put ra 
the car I wonder if a certain Consul m Bilbao fcaew 
what a particnlar wooden case contained — a case left 
with bto ** to be called for ' ? 
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There are many tales I could tcU of espionage and 
counter-espionage in Spam, but they ha^e little or nothing 
to do with the Underworld ot Pans, tp which I must 
now return 

Although all kmds 0! Secret Servnee men and •women 
are passing m and out of the Pans Underworld, the French 
counter-espionage people are \cty naturally on the look- 
out for ^ents of Gttmany But they know perfectly 
well that even countries alhed to France, such as England. 
Italy and Japan, have their spies constantly on the watch 
Perhaps " spy *' is too harsh a word to use, because much 
of the information which foreign powers wish to gather 
IS purely of a pohtical nature Even America is not 
exempt from the wish to leam Prancs's innermost thoughts 

Despite all the ink which has been spilt to prove the 
coDtrajy, America knows very well that Japan is as great 
a danger to her as Germany was to France During 
the period I have been writing this book, Amenca has 
learnt that Japan has been buying aeroplanes from 
France This news has been publshed m American 
newspapers . but long long before the information 
was known to the pubhc, the State Department at 
Washington was fully aware ol it The news came to 
the American newspapers through a >oung American 
journalist who speciah^d m information connected with 
flying Hu. story was m the nature of a ' scoop " and 
like many newspaper " scoops,’ it was leam'd by accident 
But the representatives of the Slate Department at 
Washington gathered their information (which was extra- 
ordmanly detailed) through long and painstaking research 

The American Seact Service worlang in Europe dates 
from the war, and it is extraotdmanly active When 
the United States entered the war they enlisted men for 
then Secret Service, just as other nations enlisted men 
for then artilletj or infantry These men had to possess 
two qualifications, youth, and a knowledge of at least 
one foreign language Sfany of the members of icir 
Secret Smnee axe of foreign birth, and are either men 
who have become naturalised or who were bom m Amenca 
of foreign parents 

They were sect to France and drafted into a spedal 
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sdioo!, wiuch dtmng the vrar was ai Chaorcst— th« 
Amerjcaa GeEeral ijeadqcarters. Here the yornjs nya 
were traced (s' ranoas defsirlE>eflt3 of the Secret S^rr jrr^ 
both espusn^ aad coaater-es^isnage The Irtdl^eKe 
SoTTKe, wiiicfa comprised both ^ese afotEnamed brasties, 
was fcaoToi as Ga With an caagmalion list csmart 
be too fcirfjly praised, the Aiaenars r^c great cse 
of trained jocrnalats; gave eeincusicns ard 

placed theta at the head^ of deFcrtoents. Ifaey of 
the Amencaa Secret Semoc men did doty m Pans fcpt 
they were aLa to be faced on the Swiss, Italian and 
Belgisa froatKTs When the war came to an end ninnenres 
members of the Semce were sent into Germany, whee 
they did exccUeat wort 3/any of the men of cocre^ 
went hor^, bat z great many remaned la France, some 
cf theta stayiflj on with their ci^asisation. It was 
through one of these men that Wsshisgtozi learned cf 
the ptsrchase b) Japes of the French seroplares 
It IS the dety cf aO Secret Semci^ men to leep la deee 
toech with die inhabitants of the Ucderrrcrld idLdi 
ts a ehSenIt and often daegeroos proceed Jg Is ths 
parfynltf case it meist daps and s^ts spent la low 
haunts A wtmian, who had been the sweetheart cf a 
French engineer employed in a well hrmwii aeroplane 
factory, had been discarded bv her lo^er. who bad fallen 
in lore wilh another girl The {trssLcn wranaa swe^ 
to be revenged- She was for e^tr tdlisg the story of 
her iTTSags One woman to whom she to’d her story 
repeated it to a j-oeng member of the Amencan Secret 
S^Tce At first he paid no attealioa. bec^ sightly 
bwtd with tht. tittle-tattle of wmsea. bot a stray reference 
to the attcr(dase works where the man worked awoke bis 
interest , 

'He told Jlane-I-onisc he might be gmag to Japan, 
said her friend, oeier dreannag of the napormnee o» 
her remark- Jajan J Aeroplaces i nosed the yoass’ 
Amencan- ‘Then, withotrt betrayjrg bis laterest he 
said he WTudd hie to hare a word Wjth the young wtunan- 
A meettcf wus arranged, bat the grri conld not give any 
iaf<rmation of tmpcrtajice, aldic^h she was pcrfectlj' 
wiQiSg to do so- link by Imk the evaJsEce was coSeCted- 
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Several men were jjat on to the trail of evidence, which 
led to Marseilles among other places The 
was pieced together and revised A full report 
sent to Washington, and one move in the game of inter- 
national diess was countered, although not checkmi^l^ 

During the war there ivere many instances of the 
ennous mentahtj of the Germans — a mentahty which 
lost them the war Their spies. hta\e men no d<’^ht, 
made excursions into Pans but they were caught Vfnr® 
they ever managed to obtain any uifonnabon. ^ite 
early m the wax (in fact, it was immediately after the 
Battle of the Marne) a detccti'c from the Prefec*^ 
came to sec me to inquire about a Bntuh officer who had 
been convicted of espionage in Germany and sentenced 
to a term of impnaonmcnt in a fortress He was rtle^^scd 
m 1914 This man who was a sohator and a Teml°rial 
officer, was kiUed in the early fighting The Ft^ch 
detective wanted me to tcU hun all I knew of the sf^fFr 
which I accordingly did Afterwards I invited him 
to tell me why the information was required Tht» was 
his story 

A motor ear containing three British officers had ««i 
observed driving round Pans The back of the car was 
full of li^gage The three men bad stopped at a leading 
hotel in the Place \ endome where ibev bad registered 
The name pvea bj one of them was the same name and 
rank as the man who had been sentenced as a spy ^ ' en 
his luggage hare his name and rank The c^r and o^^cu- 
pants were found, and the men »eie arrested ^ spol:e 
English Qucntlv', and after a very short conversation 
coidcssed they were Germans 

It was one of the most stupid things the enemy ever did, 
and 1 think it wws only equalled for stupidity by another 
German who was arrested very shortly after the prev'ioos 
Occurrence in the bar of the Grand HoteL He 
the iriufoTn of a British officer on active service Md 
nobody would have giv ea him a second glance but he drank 
too many whiskies and sodas and loqaaaou= and 

talked loohsilv, thus causing his own undoing 

Not many weeks after this a woman waifcmg afong 
the Boulevard des ItaUens ranarked a French of^xr 
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return the salute of a psii-atc, and she throghl hi* did 
so w rather an awkward roanser She spoke to a pohce- 
raan, who laoghed at her She the cfficc and 

kept telhag policemen, who refused to take aa> notice. 
She followed the man as far as the Bonlefard Sebsatopol, 
where he took a seat oatside a ca/A Tie wccjm iiea 
spoke to a man, who resisted that a poheemaa shoald 
ask the officer to show his papers. The officer did so, 
quite cahnl> and politely, hot the woman was not satisSrd. 
A crowd began to collect, and there was a discosswa. 
Ths was lost whit the woman wanted The policeman 
mvsted cstTjone to come to the police station, and they 
went, officer and alL The officer neser left, or rather 
he did leavft, but it was in a pn>on van — another Gennan 
A Portuguese, who was shot duneg the war after being 
court maraafled was a victim of a woman of the Pans 
Underworld. This man met lie woniaa donng the wax 
and fell violently w lose with bet H» people were fairly 
nch and well ccoaected. but he ceasM his studies ut 
Pans to be with his nUsbess He had plenty of rwaey 
at the beginniflg, all of whidi he lavished on the woman 
^\’hcn he had no more the woman said she intended to 
leave lum unless be obtained some 
"Tell tne how I tnay obtain some mor^, ard I will 
get U," said the man The woman to^ furo to get in 
touch with the Gcrmani ” You are nential ” she said 
"and ^ou can easily get a nsa to go to Switrerlard 
Go <0 Zunch, where there are plenty of German# ; find 
out who then espionage people are ar4 tell them yon 
have an important iwitary secret to «ell’* ’ ^ 

know no military secrets,* cried the man piteously ^^Tm 
woman stamped her foot and called him " fool ’ ho 
matter" she exclaimed “get some morey from the 
Germans and come back. They will give you swe 
to return to Pam ’ The POTtugusse did as he was bid 
lie obtained his tisj and went to Zunch, where be to 4 
the German espionage people that he had an unporfant 
mihtary seoct to seU but that the papers were in 
The CenBans gavx him money and told him to go a-d ^ 
come bark. , , , . 

He returtied to the woman wilh a roa of Wntrotes 
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They were soon pone and then she insisted that he sbo ild 
return to ZuriA and obtain some mote monev lie 
demuned but she told him If jen do not I shall Iea%c 
j oa to-night for a man who will not begrudge me money 
The poor fool returned to Zurich where he again met 
the Gennans This time they were angry with him, 
and he had great difficulty m obtauimg any mote money 
but he protested that it cost him much money to obtain 
the famous imlitatj secret Eventually they gaNC him 
morej but said to him If you are not bach here 

withm one month and if you do not then produce tlie 
military secret of which you hai-e spoken then beware 
for we shall denounce you to the Trench authorities 
The Portuguese humed back to his mistress and placed 
the money at her feet At the ^me time he told her 
what had passed between the Germans and hinwcU The 
woman b« 3 ime alraid If he i» denounced <he %aid 
to herself I may be implualed She accordingly 
denounced the man hersdl He was tried and shot at 
\incennes Then (he woman sold her memous to 
a w^ known Pans daih newspaper I 
Hie threat to denounce the Portuguese was not an idle 
one for scseral spies were denounced to the French by 
the Germans after they had made use of them One 
man who was m the employ of the Gemans made sescral 
tnps to Sw-iticriand and on the occasion of one Msit 
was taxed by the Germans wnth having been guilty of 
treachery Tliey said he bad been m touch with tlie 
Min stry of the Intcnor The man emphatically denied 
the allegation Then the German agent wnth a smile 
opened a drawer and «aid to the spyr Look at this 
Mliat be looked at was a snapshot of himself taken as he 
was coming out of the gates of the Ministry ol the Interior 
The history of Bolo Pasha Is almost too recent to 
repetition but as 1 was present escry day during his 
trm m Pans I can throw some new light on this strange 
adventurer who blutfed French Germans and Americans 
alike 

Bolo was nothing but a vulgar adxtntnrer of the Under 
world who ui bis earlier days had proved on women 
He came of a respectable Imt humble family ard his 
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<nl> brother, who died tarfy m 1921, was a pnet 1 
rememher this poor man gwicg evidence at the tnal. 
He wept bitterJy and plea^d hud for Im brother 

Bolo Pasha came to the iwjwce of fte pohos when stDi 
^oite a yoang maa He ran away with the giri 

of a caf^ m the jrovtnQea ard left her straeded He 
that bad some bnsm^ss relations with a man, whom 
he swindled, and decamped with this man’s wife 
woman, who went Umd eventually returned to her 
husband, and was another pathetic witnesrwt the finoas 
tnaL 

Bolo, who hved b> Jus wits for years made the ac* 
qcaint^oeofa woman (a Widow rbeb«vc)whcniheciar' 
ned, Tbo woman had considerable means and it was 
her money which purchased the estate at Biamtt Bat 
Eolo had a crooked streak in turn and although he pos- 
sessed, through hts wi/e, an ample supply of monev; 
yet he began to intngue m the lower depths of French 
politics with the object of rnakiog room money The war 
gave hw the o ppo i t un ity fer which be was seeking, 
ard althosgb he bad oothirg to eeQ. yet he mauged to 
cersnade the German agents in Amenea that be coold 
buy the Pans newspaper the Jovrrai, whn-h would 
then be used for German propaganda m Frarce 
The Journal at that l^c was the property of a 
Senator who bad begun fife as a bottle wai>her m a Pans 
restaurant man who possessed brams aljove 

the average, was afterwards court martiaDed hot dtr- 
chafed The S^tor and Bolo aM an ex ftimc Sfnust® 
(Caillaxts), were all mtngumg, and Bo’o ' bluffed ” them 
both He went to Amenca where be also ■‘tlcSed’ 
the German agents and some Ammeans whom he met 
m New Ycrk indcding o-e of the leading newspaper 
mapiafes m the l/mted Sutes-^aiKithar man uho has 
reputation for acoteress They all fell vicUnis to Boto's 
wiles 

K Bolo had established relations with some of the best 
known denu-mordaines In Pans and through them got 
mto touch with various pei^Ie m Switzerland and Spam. > 
Both the^ countries he Vbjted several tunes darifij 
the war, and m Switzerland we hear of him negotiating 
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wth the ex-Khedwe ol Egypt, from vrho he obtained 
the title ot " Pasha *' He abo intrigued wth the Turks, 
and these people, too, he succeeded in *' blu£6ng ’ Hi$ 
negotiations for the purchase of the Journal never 
came to anything, but he was arrested, tried and shot, 
no doubt to '' encourage the others," as they say m 
French 

Bolo did not cut a very brave figure in the dock He 
would sit there with his> head on one side with a nervous 
STode on his face, listening intently while his lawyer battled 
for his life Next to the dock there were some seals 
for privileged memheis of th^ public. Every day while 
the trial lasted there vwas a woman sitting in a seat next 
to the barrier which separated the pubhc seats hom 
the dock She was not a young woman neither was 
she handsome mde^ she had one of the most evil 
faces I have ever seen She was the mystery woman 
of the case Her eyes never left Bolo’s face It was 
stated that she was not known to the prisoner, but she 
sent him letters every day, and when the tnal was drawing 
to a close, she bombarded the prisoner with fetiches "guaran- 
teed’' to preserve him from the death sentence 

When he was found guilty and sentenced to meet a 
firing squ^ at Vmcennes, there occurred the only dramatic 
moment of the trial The prisoner was not brought 
into the court to hear the verdict The corridors of 
the Falais de Justice were packed light with humanity 
waiting to hear the result ot the tnal It was seven 
o'clock and thousands of men and women on their way 
home from work were wailing in the streets adjoining 
the Court The President of the Court Jlartial announced 
the verdict Not ten seconds after the dread words 
had fallen from his bps, there arose a rourmur from the 
corridors The word bad been passed from mouth to 
mouth — " guilty " Then arose temble cnes from the 
streets, an awful sound which came through the 
windows of the court and drowned the judge's remarks 
It was like the shouting of a well trained stage crowd 
heard " of! " “ A mart Bolo," they saeamed '* Death 
to the traitor 1 " 

Qosely connected with Bolo was Piene Lenoir, the 
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son of the man who in Us lifetime ^vas an impcrtant 
personage in the Paris oSice of the Jcurva! Lccoir ' 
^■as a member of the gilded jouth of the French capital 
His miitrcsses vere legion, and included wotren of tte 
Under\iorld and the hUf-%roild 
Lenoir Mas addicted to drags He sras a tall, pale- 
faced > emng man, Math piercing dark, e>ts set m circles of 
blacL He uns adored by his mother, who was completely 
under the thumb of the son Some of the letters horn 
the son to the mother were read at Lenoir’s tm], and 
more sensational documents have seldom been made 
pubhc ui a court of law In one letter Pierre cynically 
discussed the plan of getting nd of one of bis mistress^ 
with the aid of poison. 

The charge against Lenoir was one of "intelligence 
with tlie cnemv m other words espionage but it cannot 
be said that Lenoir hunself showed much intelligence 
to his dealings with the enemy Like Bolo and many 
others Lenoir went to Switzerusd on seven! occasions 
and got into touch with the Gennans He. too. boasted 
of his ability to secure the Journal for nefanous pot' 
pose, but nniike Boh, Lenoir had seme gronnil^ /or 
making his boast and if the Frenii Intclhgence Depart- 
ment had not taken a band m the game, it is more than 
likely that Journal would have passed into the 
hands of the enemy 

Lenntr aibO made a pitiable figure m the dock. Drags 
had wrecked his health, and he shook and trembled like 
an old man. Witnesses from the Underworld wore called 
to the witness stand, and spoke against him, piling up 
the accusations until the mihtary juices found 1^ guilty 
and sentenc^ him to death 
In prison while awaiting bis execution Lenoir obtained 
perna^ion to have injections of morphia — under medical 
supervision, of course The monuig fixed for his exe- 
cution dawn^, but as m a sensational novel, there was 
an eleventh hour reprieve Lenoir bad stated, through 
his lawyer, that he had important revelabons to make, 
and justice was disposed to hear him- However, when N 
invited to make a statement, Lenoir babbled incoberenHj . 
and the hlnuster of the Intenoc, after the President of 
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the Repobbc had rejected an appeal for clemeiwy, saw 
no reason to interfere with the ea-ccotion of the sentence 
As other traitors, Lenoir was to be shot in the ditch 
at Vincennes, but nhen the second date of fate daisned, 
he was m a state of utter colbpse and had to be canned 
to the stake, and e\en then his legs refused to support 
him A chair vaa fetched from the prison and Lenoir 
was seated on it, his blindfolded, and m this position 
he was shot by a firing squad 
In another part of this book I have referred to the 
“ Bonnet Rouge ” gang — a group 0! hirelings of un» 
scrupulous politiaans who were a disgrace to the pro- 
fession of joiinialisin ^roe of them were shot and 
others sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. 
Several of them were demiens of the Paris Underworld 
and long, long before the * Bonnet Rouge” wase'cr estab- 
lished. they had come under the notice of the police for 
crimes committed , they were all petty crimes, such as 
one fin^ in this remarkable Uoderwoild of which 1 am 
wTiting But espionage attracted them as soon as they 
saw there was money m it and they paid the penalty 
of those who tried to stab France in the back when she 
was at death grips with Germany 

One has to hark back to the tireyfus case for evidence 
of the first uistance o! organised espionage and counter- 
espionage of our tune Then it was seen that France 
was not altogether unprepared for the war of revenge, 
and Germany loo was d^gmg her tentacles uito France 
wath the object of destroyuig her as soon as the oppor- 
tunity presented itself I do not intend to deal with the 
Drey-fus case here, but have mwely mentioned it m 
passmg 

From 190^ onwards German espionage in France de- 
veloped on broad hues Women have played a con- 
siderable part in espionage against France, chiefly acting 
as agents for Germany Several of these women I came 
aaoss durmg the war, and I regret to state that two 
oi them were EnghAwomen 

The first woman spy to be caught gave her name as 
Sfrs Booth In November, 1914. she was sentenced to 
two years imprisonment, with a toe of a thousand francs 
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" Mrs. Booth " to cajl her the name she pave, was 
a clever and accomplished ttoman. She spoke fluent 
English and dressed as a Red Cross muse She net 
Bntish wounded at the Care da Kord She invited 
Bntish officers fo dare with her and while they were 
under the influence of her cham and hospitaht}, she 
tried to wheedle mflitaiy mfomation out of them. In 
this waj she sought infonnaticm as to the position of 
the troops, their strength, reinforcements, and other 
things likely to be of ose to the Gomans 
She aisQ NTSited hospital, and she was overheard sajir^ 
to the wonnded " tthy do jo« fight for France ? It s 
no business of jours* She tried bard to discourage 
the men This womans card was shovm to roe by an 
officer who suspected her It bore an Eastbourne ademss 
H» teal name was Judette ZarlowsVa She was the 
dinrced wde of a Gennan officer, and was of Bntish 
and Russian descent. Several c! the officers who were 
invited bj bet grew suspicious, and pase infcptroabon 
to the police who finally set to wiTTh. The wtiman lud 
a violent altercation with the concieTse when she was 
arrested and put in gaol. ' The Gennans will be here 
m a fortnight,' she screaired and I’ll bare j cm shot’* 
The second English woman spy to be arreted was 
Schnar Gibbs She was swtj two when she fell into 
the hands of the police in March X515 'Its Gibbs was 
bom in Hastmgs, but sbe had hv^ is Renne for ten 
years, and was arrested at Perpignan. This woman 
erst pretended to be a Greek, then a Belgian and suhse- 
qneatJy Irish She was lonnd to be in ccmspoadence 
with Gennan agents m Spam. Her neighfaocxs alwaj-s 
thought ^e was shchtlj demented. Keeping cats was 
her hobby — she had twentj of them — ard when one died 
she constructed a tomb which cost £8 It was 
subseqncaUy proied that this eccentnatj was merely 
a ruse. 

It IS almost in vam that I search mj memory for an 
instance of a woman spy whose career was surrounded 
by romance I only renwinber one case, and this poor ■ 
gul was not a spy, althofagh she was court-roartiailed 
on a charge of espionage, tt was in May, 1915 that 
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1 was pnsent at a caart-marUal in Pans ot Fraulein 
Susan Pommeiidi, aged thirty •««, a go\cnies3, and 
heard then the stoiy ol a Gmaan ii'oman's love for a 
BntUi ofBccr, and bow she sacaaficed her liberty m order 
to see him 

rraulcin Pommcnch was bom m Dresden. She was a 
frail, pretty little woman, ard entering the dock between 
tw iluniopal guards she a»aar^ the President s 
preliminary questions in a low \oicc speaking French 
with an English accent When told that she might be 
seated, she put her handkcrchiel to her eyes ard wept 
softly It appeared that she had been governess m a 
family at lUtidiclatown Ireland in 1906, and that she 
made the acguamtance of a captain m the British Anny 
The couple v.erc \-cry much m love with each other, and 
would have mamed but for the woman’s nationahty 

They parted, and Fraulein Pommcnch came to Pans, 
became governess with a German lamQv, and then joined 
a French famdv At the oi.tbteak of war the vromaa 
asked for a week's holiday saying she w^as going (0 London, 
but instead of doing so she went to Kane and then to 
Kouen in search of her old sweetheart Unsuccessful 
m her quest, she went to Swiuetland and m the mean* 
time her employers received an anonymous telegram 
accusu^ her of espionage The police were mfonre^ 
and on her retma to France rtie was arrested. 

The p'lacip^d evadeuce against her was a fetter to the 
prisoner from a German oftw, wTitten smcc the beginning 
of hosubties asking her to go to Fnbourg and giv e former 
information concenung ” B of B , all expenses would 
be paid, said the Geman who gave details of how the 
reply was to be seat m order to disarm suspicion 

There was a dramatic scene in court when the woman 
told her story about the British ofEcer " I lov^ >11^.'* 
she said simply . ' I shall always love hin It is true 
that I passed myself of! as an Englishwoman I look 
upon England as my country I hate Germany" As 
she said this she struck the rail wnih her dcnched fist 
r • I went to Rouen and Havre to try and End Captain — 

I amid not bear the thou^t that he might be killed atr 
the war and I never see him again I would taiher be 
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“Mrs Booth," to call her by the name she ga^e, was 
a cle\cr and accomplished tvoman She spo3»e fluent 
English and dresed as a Red Cross none ^e met 
Bnlbh %vounded at the Care da Nord She invited 
British officers to dme with her, and while they were 
under the influence ol hex chorxa and hosptahty, she 
tried to wheedle military mfonnation out ot them In 
this way she sought mlormation as to the position of 
the troops thcir strength, reinforcements, and other 
things likelj to be of use to the Gemans 
She also ^'bited hospitals, and she was overheard sajTog 
to tJie wounded ' WTiy do joa fight for France ! Its 
no basmess of jours She tried hard to dscoarage 

the men This woman's card was shown to me W an 
officer who suspected her It bore an Eastbourne adiuss 
Her real name \ns Jmlette Zailowsha She was the 
divOTced wife of a German officer, and was of Botoh 
and Russian descent Several of the officers who were 
invited by her grew suspiaous, and gave inforaation 
to the police, who finally set to work The woman had 
a violent altercation with the conaerge when she was 
arrested and put in gaoL ' The Gennans will be hers 
in a iortasgbt ’ she soeamed, * and I U have jou shot " 
The second EngUah wotnan spy to be arrested was 
Selmar Gibbs She was swtj two when she fell into 
the bands of the police m March, 1915 Sirs Gibbs was 
bom in Hastings but she bad bved m Rennes for ten 
years, and was arrested at Perpignan. This woman 
first pretended to be a Greek then a Belgian, and subse- 
quently Irish She was found to be in correspondence 
with German agents m Spam. Her neighbours alwaj-s 
thought she was slightly demented Keeping cats was 
her hobby — had twenty of them — and when one died 
she constructed a tomb which cost £8 It was 
subsequently proved that this eceentnaty was ruCTcIy 
a ruse 

It IS almost la vain that I search mj manory for » 
instance of a woman spy whose career was sorrounded 
by romance I only remember one case, and this pw 
girl was not a spy, although she was cowt-martialled 
on a charge of espionage It was in May, 1915, that 
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I Nvas present at a court-martial in Pans of Fraulem 
Susan ronunerich, aged thirtjr-six, a governess, and 
heard then the story of a Gennan woman's lo\e for a 
British officer, and how she sacaificed her hberty m order 
to see hun 

Fraulem Pommench was bom m Dresden She was a 
frail, pretty little woman, and entering the docL between 
two Municipal guards, she answered the President’s 
preliminary questions m a low \oice, speakmg French 
with an EngiiaH accent When toM that she might be 
seated, she pu^ her tumdkerchief to her ejes and wept 
softly It appeared that she had been go%emess in a 
family at Slitchelatown, Ireland, in 1906, and that she 
made the acquamtance of a captam in the British Army 
The couple ivcre \erv much m lo\e wath each other, and 
would have married but lot the woman’s nationahty 

They parted and Traulein Pommench came to Pans, 
became go\emess wath a Gennan family, and then joined 
a French family At the outbreak of war the woman 
asked for a week s holiday, saymg '^he was going to London 
but instead of doing so iiit went to Havre and then to 
Rouen in search oi her old sweetheart Unsuccessful 
m her quest, she went to SwiUerUnd, and m the mean- 
time her employers received an anonymous telegram 
accusing her of espionage The police were mlormcd 
and on her return to France she was anested 

The pnnapal evidence against her \vas a letter to the 
prisoner from a German officer, written since the beginning 
of hostilities, asking her to go to Fribourg and give further 
information concerning “ B of B . all expenses would 
be paid, said the Geiman. who ga\e details of how the 
reply was to be sent m order to disarm suspicion 

There was a dramatic scene m court when the woman 
told her story about the Bntbh officer " I loved him," 
she said simply , *' I shall alwaj-s love him It is true 
that I passed mj’self oS as an Englishwoman I look 
upon England as my country I hate Germany" As 
she said this she struck the with her clenched fist 

f “1 went to Rouen and Havre to try and find Captam 

I could not bear the thou^t that he might be killed at 
the war and I never see mm ^am I would rather he 
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receive the information m tune to make much use of it 
before the Battle of tJie Sonunc, but the vroman paid 
the penalty, as 1 ha\e described clscMhere m this book 

Many rsomeu, rrench. Austrian and Gertnan, haw 
played minor parts ui espionage dramas Some ifont* 
inartre caih 'R’cre tbe clearing houses of titbits of in- 
formation picked up by the spies higher up These of 
my readers i\bo knew the night ca{6> of Pans before the 
war need no telling that the bartenders there u ere mcvitably 
Germans Some of them passed as Englishmen, but 
the majority were acknowledged Huns I do not say 
that all the men were spies, but I can affirm that they were 
aU potrntially m the «rwce ol Germany None ot them 
would have refused to do a service for the Fatherland 
and if there was money in it— -so much the better 

M a matter of fact a great many of them were spies , 
indeed, the whole of the Underworld of Paris was digged 
every now and agamwntbanet Sometimes thedniging 
was done by the French espionage service, sometimes by 
the Germans themselves tit (he hope of netting some small 
fish Both sides seldom drew btok There were many 
young women who were not averse to doing anything 
they could to add to their rather precarious livelihood 

X foreign spy . and not alwrays a German w ould frequent 
the night on the watch for any woman who had 
friendly relations with a French officer The man, who 
posed as a cosmopolitan amusmg himself m Paris, would 
carefully drop ground bait m the shape of champagne 
suppers, excursions to the race courses new dresses and 
hats, and anything else that might attract a ‘ daughter 
of joy " to him MTiea the £sh rubbled careful play 
was made with the line, and the fish was more hlely 
than not hooked 

There u. one eaI5 which stfll exists, which was a noted 
place for doings ol this kind The barman and several 
of the waiters were Germans, the freqoenlc-s were 
members ot all nations The professional dancers were 
^ liglisb, French and Spanish To the uninitiated there 
was nothing to distmgubh this night cafd from its fellows 
but to those who were behind the scenes there was always 
excitement to be found in watdung the sp\ and the counter- 
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spy at vork. Sometunts a c«Kiied>-draaia ^-ould take 
Trecks before it came to a climax, and sometimes the 
curtain m-as ru^ down on a tragedy 

Sfore thrin one mystenoos death was a nine dajV 
wronder m Pam, ar^ the antbonties could haw rfjed 
considerable light on these matteis if thq^ widied. W 
It so happened that thqr did not want too fierce a light 
to be turned on the mj'slerj', and jocmalbts who were 
at work on these stones were pcditely dissoaded from 
trying to penetrate the cloak of mjateiy which wrapped 
the tragedj 

A woman who was thought to be on the point of taming 
against the nation which was pa>*uig her a small retaining 
fee to report suspect spies to the police might be found 
dead. It hu b^ known to happen. 


CHAPTER Xiri 

A PAIR OF \EIIjOW CARTERS 

*' CoiiE quicUy quicklj, MUe Daisy is dead '' 

These words, uttered in French but with an English 
accent, startled the conaerge who was sitting Vnitting 
la her loge The house in the Rue des llartyTS had an 
unsai Qury appearance one associated it with evil deeds 
And here w as a y oung ^ghshman saying that a tenant 
had been mnrdercd The concierge fould not Temembcr 
a murder m the hou'e since it had been in her care but 
the polite had had occasion to cjdl many tunes It was 
a furnished house that is to say one in which all the 
rooms and small flats were let by the month 

The coacicrge dropped her knitting and without endue 
haste waddled upstairs The Englishman went on ahead, 
looking back impatiently for the itoman to follow more 
quickly The door of the tiny flat was open , there was 
)nst a bedroom, inth an adiacent cabinet de toilette and 
a kitchen The electric light in the bedroom was turned 
on 

On the floor was Mile Daisy nude except for a single 
garment, her head on her r^ht arm, looking as if 
were asleep 

But she was dead The conae^e soon satisfled herself 
as to this She looked at the tall young Englishman 
whom she knew as a frequent visitor to the dead dancer 
She looked at him without any emotion, and said "I 
must inform the police the pobcc station is just round 
the corner 1 shall be back m a few mmntes Wni 
y on wait here ? ‘ 

Geoffrey Conient nodded The woman went down- 
stairs Geoffrey ^valted a few moments then he too, 
went downstairs rather then remain alone with the dead 
body He stood outside the concierge’s loge until she 
returned Hie was accompanied by a doctor, the portly 
IM 
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comnus’satre de pohcx and two verj t)b\nou3 plain clothes 
policemen Tbcj' told Gwllrey fo go upstairs with 
them 

The concierge went, too She told how the Englishman 
had rushed downstairs to noti^ her that llUe. Daisy 
was dead Then Ihej Geo&cy to ttU what he 
knew 

Geoffrey said the dead girl's name was Daisy Hatton. 
He tud met her m a }fontfflartre cafd. She was English , 
he, too, was English, and they bad struck up an acquaint 
tance He had had an appointment to meet her that 
afternoon at the CaW de la Part. He watted there some 
time, but as she did not come, he took a cah and west 
to her fiat to sec U anvthing was the matter The door 
of the flat was ajar He h^ knocked but obtained no 
answer, so he went in The door of the bedroom was 
half open and the light was on He knocked at the bed- 
room door, and then went m He saw the girl on the 
Coor, touched her and found she was cold Then he 
ran dow-nstaus and called the concierge. 

That w-as all While Geoffrey had been tellixig his 
story, the doctor had been examining the bodv He 
turuM to the comnussaire and said ' It is impossible 
to knew benv roadcrooiseUc met with her death ' 

The commissaue said some words rapidls in French 
to the two plain clothes men They puced themseh-es 
one on either side of Geoffrey, and the comnussaire motioned 
^em to precede him downstairs " Good Lord,” said 
Geoffrty to himself ‘ I suppo^ I am under ancst " 
His knowledge of French was not good, but he was able 
to understand that Jus sumise was correct He was 
taken to the police station and kept there som^ tunc 
Then they sent him to the Santd prison in a cab 
Geoffrey asked that a message should be sent to his 
parents in England, and this i.-a3 done The next day 
his father amved. Two davs after that Geoffrey was 
diargcd with the wiUnl murder of Daisy Hatton 
The dead girl s body had been remostd to the iforgue 
for a post-mortem examination, but the doctors were 
imable to discov’er the cause of her death; although 
they were sure she had been murdered The police 
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showed much reticence over the affair, and word went 
out from a high authority to the newspapers to refrain 
from mentioning the matter m their columns 
But Geoffrey's father had friends in the Foreign Office 
in London, and through them the British Embassy m 
Paris set to uxirk Geoffr^ and his father w ere astonished 
to fram that the police suspected the alleged murderer 
of heing connected wth the British Seaet Service 
Geoffrey told his story o\er agam, hut was subjected 
to a very searching aoss-examuiation In the Long 
Vacation he had come o\er to Paris for a holiday , he 
had nc\ei been abroad before The sights and delights 
of the Gay City soon began to pall he said and he did 
not want to be taken round by ^ guide Therefore, he 
uas \-ery glad as he did not know a soul m Pans, to 
make the acquaintance of Daisy Hatton 
Geoffrey met her, he told the police, the first tune 
he v.ent to the Oif^ of the Golden Boxvl m Montmartre 
He was alone, and as it was early there were few people 
in the room He wanted to ha\e supper, but decided 
to wait a little uhde He noticed a pretty gul in earnest 
cometsaiion unth a tall and elepamly dressed Frenchman 
Presently the Trenchmaii went away, and he noticed 
that the gul was iii tears He went to the bar and orde^ 
a cocktad 

Geoffrey asked the barman whom the gul was and 
was told that she was Daisy Hatton, an English 
gul “ I wonder if she would haie supper with me ? ’’ 
Geoffrey said to the barman and the latter, with a gnn, 
said ' Of course she will, if you ask her " Two w>€ks 
in Pans had not cured Geoffr^ of his English shyness, 
so. being afraid to go up and speak to the gul, he saibbled 
an invitation on one of his cards and sent it aaoss by 
a waiter 

" What happened then ? " asked the eyamminff magis- 
trate, and Geoffrey unbesilaUngly replied " I asked 
her why she was crying, and if there was anything I could 
do to help htt '* 

|*^Vhat then? *’ snapped the magistrate 
“She told me that the youi^ man s name was Vicottle 
de rememl, and that he bad said something which was 
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true, but vhiiAx ne\txtbefcss made her vay nuserable." 

At the menljon of the Frenchmans name, a man who 
had been attending the exanunation on behalf of the 
Quai d Orsay, got up and whispered a few word, m the 
magiblrate's car 

That will be aU for lo-dav,” said the magiatiale, 
and GcoEr^’ was removed to his celL 

The ne?t afternoon, when he attended for his examina- 
tion. Gcoffrej was surprised to s« the Vicomte m the 
room The magistrate, pointing to Geo&ej. asked 
" Is this the man ? Wid the tfeomte assented. 

"Now conUnue jour storj,' said the magistrate to 
Geoffrey 

The Englishman tooh up the threat^ from the pteviots 
daj s hearing 

“ Daisy 5 spjits seemed to revare dunog the supper 
and she kept me laughing with her chatter She said 
she had come from London sev*cral > ears ago with a troup 
of dancers The other girls bad continued the tour to 
Tanous Continental oties but she had deeded to remain 
in Pans She lud danced at several theatres > she told 
me the names but I cannot tcraeaber them After 
supper I drove her horre. left her at the door and promised 
to go and fetch her for a drive the next daj We went 
to &e Bois J>aisj said she bod an engagement for the 
evening, so coaid not have supper with me. She. howev cr, 
said she would see me at the CaK at about one o clock." 

" I did not know what to do with mvself continued 
Geoffrey ‘ so I went to the tifi alone about ten-lhirtj 
I had a dnnk at the bar, and Jack, the barman askrf 
roe how it was that I was alone. 1 told hnn and he 
said * There b a pretty little girl over there bj herself, 
and I am sure she would Uke to have supper with itju." 

* Does she speak English ? * I asked Jack said she 
did, so I innted her to have supper with me 
' The girl told me her name was Vera She spoke 
English very viell, but not with a Trendi accent ' 

* No. she is an Austnao ' said the magistrate dryly 
Gwfe^' thought for a moment , then be said “ Isu t 
the barman an Austrian, too? He seemed to speak 
Engh^ with the same kind of accent as ^ era.’ 
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'“Voor Inead Jad. u a Genaa:^" answered the 
vho was representing the Qoai d’Oisay 
Geoi&ey was about to protest that Jack ivas ^ 
Inend of his, but leraembenng that he was a pnst^^sr 
with a charge of murder hanging over his head, he deci'isd 
to hold his peace 

The magistrate said '* I am mstnictcd to aWow 
out on bail The Bntish Embassy has guaranteed 
you will remain m Pans at the disposition of just*®® 
You will be bere to morrow at three o'clock " 

That evening, as Geoffrey and his lather were sit^^S 
down to their coffee and cigars m the hall of their hdf^h 
the Vicomte, m faultless evening dress, strolled 
to their table 

With a bow and speakit^ in Engli^, he said " 
you allow me to sit at >oui table for a few minutes ? 

Neither of the Engltthmcn Uked to refuse, but th®y 
were not annous to talk to the man whom they b®" 
suspected of being vawely connected with the trage'^y 
Geoffrey's father mumbled his assent and the Vicon’l®* 
'wfii -w. lasigswii. IS vhna 

\ns a moment's awkward silence before the Vicof***® 
said 

• WTiere did vou buy those garters? ’* 

Geoffrey blushed and lookM confused “ I can**®! 
pretend that I do not know what yon mean, ' he tepl*®^/ 
“ but I assure you that \ did not buy them " 
"Anyhow, you gave them to Daisy, did you not^ ” 
asked the Vicomte 

'* Y«s.’ replied Geoffrey, " I gave them to her the 
time I saw her in the Cafd of the Golden Bowl " 

"The last tunc you saw her was not that the 
before she died ? " guened the Vicomte 
Geoffrey nodded his head The Vicomte, with 
same lan^d air, pursued his cross-examination 
" You gave them to her as a present, but >*61 you 
you did not buy them How was that? *' 

Geoffreys father, who had hitherto taken no 
m the conversation, now spoke 'Vicomte.' he said, 
with all due respect, 1 do not s.ee what this matf®r 
has to do with you *' 
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Before iLe Vicorate cotfld reply, Geo&ey torced t« 
hi$ fatber and said *‘Tather, I think 1 ongbt to speat 
I have nothing to hide, and in truth, the a'wW happoungs 
of the jast few daj's, drove this ver> tnvul matter oat 
of my head.” 

“Well” be continued, will tell joa I irasted 
to give Daisy a httle present , a httle souvenir of our 
fnendahip I asked her nhat she would like, but she 
would nut say I pressed the matter on the next occasion 
when I met ber, and she said (I thought joJaagly} ' Give 
ire 3 pair of garters * I protested that this vrzs not 
at all the sort of present I wanted to give her I aeact 
a nn^ or a brooch or so’seibmg oi that land, hat she 
iBSistrf that I shonld giveher a pair of gartos or sotfcnw 
at alL I well rernembet the poor gnl sajaag ‘ 3 should 
love to see tout face when jou go into the shop and ask 
for a pair of garters . joo poor boj, bow jen wall blu^ 
and stammer, I M sure.’ The pur of furten became 
a kmd of ]oke between os ” 

" Did aainne else m the Caf^ Jaiow that j'ou were 
gomg to give Dw) a pair of gaiters I ' asked the Mcomte 
"Oh, j-es ’ replied Geoffirw easifj, 'I think aear^ 
evmnne who goes there regularly knew about it Jack, 
the barman, used to ebafi me about iL ' 

"But )oa have cot jet told us bow j-ou bought them, 
il jon did cot baj them yoaneU, ‘ £ud tbc father 
" Il was % era who bought them for me said Ceo&ej 
At the raeatwa of the girls name, the Meomte was 
heard to mutter " As I thought ‘ He rose to take 
his leave- 

'Before you go \'iconitc.' Geofbej's father, 

" won't j'ou tell us why yon were so insstem m knowing 
about the garters ’ ” 

” Men " replied the ViComfe, who seemed more bcguid 
than ever, "jou see the doctors who examwed Ihebodr 
tlus afternoon discovered that Datsj had been potsonea. 
and thee were some cunots soratches just above be 
o^t knee ' 

The ^^comte took Ins leave, leaving two dumbfounded 
Engtishmen behind him- ^ 
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The nest afternoon at three Geoffrey attended m the 
magistrate’s room 

' Go on w^th >oar slorj ordered the magistrate 
"Vera said Geoffrey, appeared to be very interested 
m me She asked me -ftheie I came from and what I 
was doing m Pans She pretended not to believe I was 
here on pleasvue Vera wanted to know what I knew 
about Daisy and I repeated all that Daisv had told me 
herself but this was not \cr> much Daisv came in 
earlier than I expected her She gave Vera a cool little 
nod and when I went to sit with her she did not «^eesQ 
to be very pleased w ben I toM her I had hadsupper with \ era 
‘ Now as to those garters said the magistrate I 
vrant jttu to tell us all 5 ou can 
* That IS easily told replied Gcofirev " Daisy was 
nght I was not keen to go to a French shop and ask 
for a pair of garters The bannai) was chalhiig me about 
It whue Vera veas sitting at the tor Suddenly said 
'ITl get them for you il you like You give me the 
money and I ll bring them here to vou to morrow mght 
There is no need for v ou to tell Daisy that I bought them 
’* I assented gladly and dicre and then handed over 
some notes to Vera t**Umg her to try and get a pair with 
jewelled buckles She said she would and the next 
night gave them to me before Daisy amitd 

They were a pair of yellow garters with «mall diamond 
buckles I gave them to Daisy as 500a as she amved, 
and she was very pleased with Ibein 
' What happened then ? asked the magistrate 
’ Daisy s^d «he would put ihem on at once She 
went to Uie cloakroom and came back and said that 
she had put them on She sat down for a few minutes 
and finished her champagne Then ''he said she felt 
tired and would like to go home I drove her home and 
left her at the door I was to meet her the next afternoon 
at the Caffi de la Pa« She did not keep the appoint 
ment, so I took a cab and went to her flat I fouid 
her^ dead concluded Geoffrqr with a break in his voice 
" That will conclude the heanng for to-day, remarked 
the magistrate " \\e will let you know when we want 
you here again 
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did tl'T. ^PKiiain tondadge ’ W obtam 

‘a£'ri2S5JS‘»a.aaa,. 
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used to people going up and downstairs at all hours of 
tVe day and night, and do not pay any attention No 
doubt the pair oJ jellow garters were remQ\ed because 
of damaging CN'ulencc " 

“ Just one other question/' said Geoffrey’s father 
" Who and what is the 'Vicomte. and what part did he 
play m this drama ? " 

“Ah" smiled the Secretary, "that is what we, too, 
irould hie to Inoiv We think— but I must not tell jou 
what vre think.’’ 
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rofincvrss n ijjs L^DESH■^>slD 

Sojft j’cars ago 1 vns talLuig to an iasj>ccto»- of the C 
Thru on The C lh\TSK>a las its teulonaitew la Mae 
Stmt, riccadill) . and it knovs as much as there u to 
knew abetot the *' lads of the village,'’ or as they arc 
faiWTi to the poh«. " men on the town " Thu particdar 
detcclUc said, a of the confidence irickstets *1116 
pigeons (the innocent joung moi) go where the women 
are, and the ' lads ’ go where they both arc, to we haw 
DO diffcult> in finding them.” This accounts perhaps 
for the apjmenti) easy way in which the police almost 
invariably anest the confidence men as soon as th*y 
have broapht off a coop 

The pendant to the fcmark of the tondon detective 
was supphed In \S illijm Ikbischop, once Brigadier Chef 
of the Bans SurcK (the French ScolUnd iardj, who 
said to me ” The best confidence men are the English . 
after them cones Australians, and after then the 
Italians The Trench are hardly aay good at all” Debts* 
cliop also told me that m dajt gone by it was as easy 
as pickine up shells on the seashore to anest the Treach 
"croofcs” when they were known to have made their 
way to London All that there was to do was to go to 
a certain underground cafC in Leicester Square, London, 
and to arrest the wanted men They always made for 
the same place I may mention that tlm, caf^, which 
was in its cAy the rendervous of all cosmopolitan thieves 
and confidence men, has since become one of the most 
respectable caf& m London 
Pans has always been the Mecca of mteniatjonal thieves 
They either go to Pans to brmg off a coup, or cLe they 
go there to spend the proceeds of a robbejj' There is 
a certain bar not a hundred miles from the Place de 
TOpera, where one can alwuj-s meet these dcnimns of the 
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UaderwQtld This bar used to belong to a Gohnan, 
Vfho became a naturalised Frendi aUten He comoutted 
amcide during tie vrar by lumping out ol one 0( 
Viindows ol an upper stor^ He bad tbe persecution 
manja He tbought the authonties were after him 
because he was a German Articles had appear^ m 
certain organs of the Paris i>rcss alleging that the bar- 
keeper was not a fit person to be tbe head of an ^tab- 
luhm pTit frequented by allied officers Whether this 
was so or not is a moot point, but there is no doubt that 
the bar was ahvai-s, and since many years the fjead- 
qnarters of the international confidence men wh^ m 
Pans A kiiTnan entering this bar during the quiet 
penod m the afternoon would meet wath a serv cthious 
cxpaience As one approached the swing doors, one 
would hear a buzz of conicrsation , then one \\oijcI 
push open the doors and enter the bar Dead silence 
HaU'a'doren men would be assembled round the covtnter. 
resting their feet on the brass footrail but not a ^lord 
would be heard If you walked up to the counter and 
asked for a drink, you would be scried m silence Ihen 
a\oicen«t to^ou would say Well, how arc things j •• 
If one were wm one would murmur a reply, pay 
one’s dnnk, and make a dignified cut. And as soon as 
the doors had swung to bchunl you ^e buzz of con- 
lersation would break out again 
■]^e international confidence men who " work " I»arts 
have rather a good time on the whole They frequent 
the bars where the raong men foregather, and it 14 ou 
the outskttts of the raong fratermty that they ram 
livelihood. Their usual wheeze is to enter into rchtionsjun 
with an English speaking person, for preference an Engiai,. 
man or an American who does not understand lacmg 
under French rules It is cxceedmgly easy to get m Icmch 
with their man They will stand alongside of the 
“pigeon" in a bar and then begin a com crtation There 

are seieral methods of establishing relationship Onr 
of the most common is, ' How are you? I bav^'t 
seen you since a long lime ' pretending that they lo^w 
you ah^dy From this standpoint a coniersaiiol « 
easy They will usually pose as nonces themsel(^ 
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Pans ai^d Brussels and bad been in pnson in both France 
and ■^gium 

It ^tonisbes tnost people how these men so quickl> 
get on then' feet again as soon as they come out of prison 
They may not ha\e a son in the world when the prison 
gates clang behind them but sery soon aftem-ards they 
appear all dressed up and living on the fat of the land 
The police tell me that these men and I am MTitmg now 
of the international confidence trickster usually ha\e 
a woman somewhere who is desperately in lose with them 
For rea ons whidi are impo»ible to fathom the confidence 
trickster has a fasonation for a certain type of a certain 
rin.s'; of woman These women gne the men money 
and shdtcr and set them on their feet again so that they 
can resume their former occupations of robbing anyone 
whom they think worth while 

During the past fourteen years 1 ha^e come across 
in Pans and the Ri\icri contidence men who belonged— 
once— to ^e^y good English families They were men 
of bteeduig and education but who preferred to due 
doivn into tlic kaderworld rather than follow tVo straight 
and nanow path One such man w’as once articled to 
a firm of London stockbrokers He manied tlie daughter 
of a rich \rt.tnlian but threw up mery thing to become 
a crook Time after time I c wa» ivamed by the London 
police He first came mto their hands on the tnnal 
cha^e of stealing by mcain. of a tnck a silier cigarette 
case The police court magistrate discharged him Tlien 
he went straight ahead <m the downward palli He had 
been educated m Pins and spokes riench well He went 
to the Trench capital and Uonchod out on a career of 
crime \ery «oon he \\a> anesied and since then he 
has been in and out of prison 

Another man who died just before the war was the 
son of a wealthy man Jle sened m a crack camln 
regunent but was lery cxtraiagant and Uiriftless He 
lost thousands of pounds at card* and racing got mto 
the hands of card-harpers and lost a heap more money 
Tunc and cigam hi, father pud his debts and then swore 
that he would retxr pay another penny which oath he 
kept The son had to «cad 10 his papers and iea\e his 
regiment When be had no more money left Uie card 
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Oftes and often one hears it romoured in Pans that 
the police ssrvite is to be teotRanis^ but the reorganisation 
IS always postponed until the Greeh Kalends 

In point of fact, the Pans control of the 
"Undmvorld is remarkably efficient The organisation 
. IS certaudv rather old fashioned, and newer methods 
are not looked upon with favour, but, seen as a whole, 
the Prdectute o! PoUce m Paris compares s er> faNourably 
with similar services m any other European capital 
The Trench police are perhaps weak at aime prevention, 
but when it comes to trackmg down cnminals, they shine 
at then best 

They are considerably helped m this work by the system 
o! registration which has always e-usted m France although 
it became lax until the war, only to be revived and earned 
on efficiently rorcigners ware always supposed to teipster 
wherv they had been in Trance more than a fortnight, 
and the fine for not doing so was heavy Although many 
thousands of foreigners omitted to comply with the 
formality, a surprisingly large number did comply But 
it was not only with foreign cnmmals that the French 
police had to deal , they had to be on the track of their 
own people as well Here their work, was made hghter 
for them by the fact ot the number of papers ev ery Fremii- 
tnan has to possess 

Whenever a Treachroan comes into contact with the 
police no matter how trivial the affair may be, be becomes 
the po^essor of what is called cassirr judieatre , in 
other words, a booklet m which are written down all 
his delinquencies Every entry made is recorded in 
the man’s dossier kept at the Prefecture of PoUce If 
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te C0Ti«s izia the hacds of the poLce txfore he becoxes 
a conKTipt, a tlurd entry b trade la tis Im/t 
t»Kkh c\tT> can who has servTd m tlie anrv cames 
about With h Tt To add to these jarcrs there arc 
tjiECTous other cards of idCTtity for varuns pmposes. 
The anlhontics entourage U-e tssue of these cards, so that 
when the polnx are loeVcg for » iran. their » con- 
sxletablj sxnphfed bj the iromber of cScial iccord» m 
eiutence 

The Lrsl thirg the police do when thc\ arrest a can 
for x-agabondage b to ash fsr h» Papers Th» tear be 
opposed to the Bntons idea td Irfed-ija liBt the troth 
t that an inacyent nan has nothing to fear, and thc«e 
who haxe dail secrets m Iteir In cs lose nothing bj has xg 
the sard secrets krosen to the anthcmacs Indeed cct 
mglit pn fartbn and <as that the cocr^onlty ci general 
M better saifgoord'^ Is the Frerch rethod of leep-rg 
a chKk Oft as maa> people a» possiVe 

At the Prefcelcrt of Police in Pam which comspo-ds 
with the Lcidon Sootlard Tatd, there b a special depart- 
crattaownasUie /oftced ' These detectives 

ko*. after the hotels and famished rooms aad fodgwg 
bot^ of r^is EsTty da> th<> make their calls and 
t;^e copies of the books of regetrat on Bat them tnjrl: 
u rot confined to this ft ss them job to find o.it the 
occojatwas of «a5jwe<I pcojJe. ft is rare inde»ti for 
a cuimaal to rcmaia vers lo-g at ar> ywiticalar addres.- 
ard isQst of the French cnnimals Cud tl ncpssible to 
dodge the d« rvvUetf' Iw serj lo"? D.sgune 

ts cot often iBcd b> French dctecti^ The more esuai 
method is to etnploj persOTa who are entirely onlike 
the conxeational idea of a detcettse 
Perhaps readers wdl rtmarber that when they hare 
been sitting outside some Pans taf^ a ntan or woman 
vfH come along selling postcards or hawkirg •toj's If 
you watdi these pcop>le elosMv’ you 'nil be able to disade 
them irlo two clastes— the real itinerant jnerefcanta 
who do their best to sell joo them gooda, and the others 
who go round the taUcs CQmj*gdosctoyou ardsticding 
for a njometit in front of erery occniscd tab’e on the 
fac€ terrace The latter are the * ''v<har^s as they arc 
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called— tt« emp!o>tes of the Prefecture who are <eclang 
a wanted man or •woman And thc> fcnd them too 

The u«c of firearms by the cnminaU of Trance ^cry 
niturallj adds to the dangers, gf tl»e detecti\es> calling 
E\en a man w'anted for some pctt> crime will pull out 
a rc\ol\et and open fire on the police «ho are about 
to arrest him When forced to do so the pohee make 
Use of their firearm^ and a \entable mmiature battle 
begut. gteatlv to the danger of passers*b\ 

I remember one bandit who had alrcadv killed one 
dctetU%e and wounded anotliet tv.-o vkho were about to 
la> hamb. on him He succeeded in escaping and n-as 
tracked to the hut of a ragpxkci where ins ^istcr tvas 
li\ing The pohcc numbcting about five surrounded 
the hut made a dx.h and forced an cnlrv The bandit 
vvsa sitting on a bed plaiing with a small chiid Rctmnms 
his presercc of mmd he swiftfj packed up the child and 
used It as a shield The jvhet wc'c aJraid to Ire for 
fear of injuring the infant and sunftcr than thou^t 
the bandit snatched up a tevolvct from the mantelpiece 
and fired. \ detccuvc fell mortally wourded but before 
he could fire again another detective took careful aim 
fired and the b^dit fUi dead 

The interest in enme In Trance is <oTacthing approaching 
unbdief One prominent Pans dadv ncu-spaper kapv 
a reporter daj and night in tve^ polce station and 
pa^-s Tctainins fees to «e\eial non occup>m3 ir^poftant 
positions in the pobce serMce It was said that IcspCctCFf 
Joum who was kil’ed vvhn Irjirg to arn<t the irotor 
bandit Bonnot at Ivrv reaived mo’-e in fees from this 
nev^paper than be dd in pay from the Governant 
IhacticaUv every Paris new paper entertains ibi clos-^t 
relationship vnA some police offciJs tr oth-r Tbev 
liave to do this in ord'ur to give tVir readers the fare 
«vej desire 

Crime HI Pins has been on the increase s^r-cc the vear 
and statistics prove that 1520 was one of the Wi>rst\ean 
, for enme Paris has ever capencnced. I wns told bv 
r sr Debischop once Engadier-fhef of th'* «ur«e that 
there are more swirdlem and theves la Part, at th» 
present n’ornent (June 19^1) than at anv period during 
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the last twenty years Dunag 5920, 25 000 ycople, ol 
whom 20 000 WT3-C men, were mresl^ i>j the police of 
the First Dnuion Indjded la tl is tgtas were 396 
nrdtr the age of f.fte«a The jadiciaiy police also made 
I2.CCO airesis 

Assrults. thefts and dmnLcnness were the mo^t common 
ofloiecs There were neorh 4 cco cliarges of jxtty 
pilfwing . while robbay witli Molence loci fbce la 
275 cases There xrerc f/> tntadets ti as.>as 5 iaations, 
and 1.671 cnnunal assaslts m Paria xn 1920 

Fraud cases are on (he increase, and practically not 
a dav passes without the pol cc being notified that their 
interference is recessary To th»ir credit be it said that 
the cnminals in frauds crscs rarcK escape puntshment 

' I-org fjm fraui* are al^ serj rreinJeiit in Pans 
I remember the case of an ams cesmci narped Abd 
hiearly ^20000 was insoKed ui tht» instance. AUI 
had &ead> been condemned three 'tures for vanoos 
ofI>mces but on this occasion be had obtained bu;e qnan* 
titles ol goo^ bv false pretences Abd acquued a whole- 
•alc wamio-se in the n.« d« Paadis~csefiil ranw— 
ard al-o acquired the $<mces of a jou'g marquis named 
de Boog) This man seas ords twerit\*t\s-o Immense 
qnantiues of goods cane to the warthoose and they 
soon wert out again, sold at absuriUv fowpnecs The 
police had practicaHy no esndence to go upon but they 
were consmeed that the marqub was a dupe and they 
srere correct When Mxl was arrested, there were only 
£6 la the safe 

From the cuddle of 1920 oetd June xgal, there were 
nightly raids by the poLcc These were ' round nps 
earned out on a gigantic scale Estrv night a difierect 
quarter svas cho«en and esm room in escry hold srd 
lodging hoi.se >vas Msited One night nearli eight hundred 
rooms were ratcred bj the pchc*' who on this occasion 
made o%cr one thou«ard arrests But not all of them 
were maintaircd The men and women were tahen to 
vanons police stations, and a certain percentage of them 
stayed there The rest were aUoired to return to resume 
their interrupted sleep 

But imagine the ieehngs of a man whose room 'vas 
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maded by the police He is made to get up and dre«s 
and go to the police station There he has to ^aithis 
turn to be cross examined Then he is aIIo\^ed to go 
home The next moming be «ays to Imu'tU 1 have 
had enough of this quarter I disn t Uk? it I II go and 
take a room in the rue Ustcl And the next night 
the me Untel is visited by the police and the mans 
sleep is «tgam intcmipted But one supposes it is all 
for the good of the community at Urge 
The Pans police complained that their work of exter 
mmating the Apaches and trthet uudesviable chasacters 
M-as hampered bj the hospitals which form an ideal refuge 
for all classes of cnmmaU Although the police might 
roundup m one night a thousand thieves roughs 
escaped convicts md suspicious foreigners they were 
perfectly sure th it as man) more vvert to be found com 
fortably ensconced in hosjual wards where they had 
gone to hide when finding that the police search lor them 
vvas becomuitt uncomfortably warm 
The directors and staO of the Piris hospitals are very 
jealous of their privilfRcs If a person comes to them 
for treatment for a bullet wound they say it is no duty 
of theirs to find out if he got it m an alfraj with the 
police or with some compinion^ They go furthir and 
refuse to allow the police to make any inquiries within 
the walls of ihp hospitals This attiludc of theirs which 
makes almc a sanctuarv of the hospital was carried 
to such an extent that in 1914 the police were not allowed 
to search them for deserters Germans and spies 
It will be readily under«'tood that the Paris detectives 
life like Gilbert s policeman is not always a happy one 
To return for one misnent to the question of foreigners 
and crime I believe that for the foreign cruninal Paris 
has become a Mecca If an Albanian wants to «hoot 
a man whom ht considers is a menace to bis country 
he romes to Pans to do it When a couple of Greek 
officers hire themselves out for assassms work they 
buy tickets for Pans Bolsheviks revel in the Under 
world of Pans indeed many first found faith fbere 
There are many people m the Latin Quarter to-day who 
remember Trotsky spending fits afternoons and evenings 
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m the Cif^ tie Done «eeUag ftnn vhe.u be irigbt bcrrow 
a five tare ciece- Wbea a particnJail> atrecota raurder 
is co*nmiltcd bi Pans you r*uv I* sure to find one or 
AOTc Algerians trylica^ed- As I lave exflamed cts 
•vthere m Ihj took, the Ga> City is r’ade p\cr bv tte 
TTCiecce t^ntbin its walls of norreons Diglah and Anericaa 
‘ee^fidauT men Tbc mteTiatwaal thieves rever 
ferget to paj Pjib a suit, and as for the hotel thiCvK 
" rats " tkej are called m Fmich, there a no at> la th** 
world ia wh ch tht> wonld rather operate than la tte 
French capital 

So preat was the danger to the puthc sa/ctj that tte 
aulh-vities decid'd to create a sjwa! brigade of pohee 
to Tatch out for the fo'eiprcrs. Theixs the d-t> to icspe^ 
^tel and lodjirg house Ujts «f arrivals enquire into 
the antecedents of foreigners and when cecttsary, to 
obtflui personal dAtads, which are cenipared with recc'd* 
8t the iVefecture in order to d^cov ft whnhff there arc 
an> oM aeouatttsnces camcu'laged with new raaes. 
“nm tao«t olaO keep track of the wemen who 
the police lets, and also ti> and stamp out the male pes^ 

who b'*e on these wonen But these measures have met 

with severe criuastn from aothonties who btieve thej 
are rot sufT’oently «tn 2 f«t 
It 15 stat'd end with much truth, that manj fe'« guen 
decite tljfi passport regulation' are able to aw t-e 
French frontiers It i> obvsousJj urpo^sible to bar tne 
frontier*, bccai.s< rraroe wibes to coatmuc to -h®'*’ 
hwpitalitj to those who have dore nothing to abi^e 
Its lavra There roust, however. !< a wa> to bar er-try 
to Trance of cvildom of forcitn jutiorabty Jt 
thexc'tjTC deeded to introduce a law vvluch would ^“cra 
protection without touching the susceptibiLties of tne 
foreigner 

The law was drafted, but up to the time of writing 
has never come into force If it does, and I believe it 
will it may very hkel> affect the livelihood ^man> 
Englishmen who have settled down m France Ihenew 
law gives the Government power to prohibit a foreigner 
living in certam aones, «ther because thej arc near a 
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frontier or because the r^ion itsell already sufiers from 
the presence of too many forc^ers 
The foreigner \yithoul special autliorisalion ^vlll not 
be allowed to e’ccrcise the profession of hotel deeper 
or keep a caf^ he cannot lie in an> wnj connected wth 
the French Customs neither can he be a commission 
agent or ran an inquiry o£Bce or hold onj position in 
a chemical factory making material which interests the 
national defence and he cannot exploit a quarry 
Aii5bodj whether he be an hotel or lodging house 
keeper or )ust a personal friend who aids a foreigner 
to elide the law will be subject to seiere punishment 
Identity c^s once the law comes into force 1 ill only 
be granted to foreigners after a request for a card has 
been doselj examined b> the authorities and if at any 
time and for any reason the card i> withdrawn the foreigner 
win have to ka\e the country within twenty four hours 
Before 1 Icate the subject of cime 1 roust recount the 
story of the Abb^ Consigho an Itahan priest who wss 
accused of being concerned with some laymen in stealing 
rootor cars — a tery popular form of airoe in Pans The 
Abbd was *ent«nced to imprisonment but he appealed 
and got 00 

The pnest was mo»t voluble when I saw and heard bun 
in court on the first ocoasion He was entirely innocent 
he declared It was ordy appearances which vvete against 
him If he happened to be in a garago ui whicb one 
of the stolen cais was found that ivas pure chance If 
a number of the other prisoners unpheated ui the affair 
were found in his rooms after the theft why tint was 
simply because he was a kind hearted pnest who had 
iHMtcd these poor rough fellows to take a gloss of fine 
white wine of whidi he was \er> proud 
The Abb# with hb ruddy face and harsh mouth certainly 
cut a strange figure for a pnest There was nothing 
meek or apologetic about him but ako it must said, 
nothing hy-pocntical either for when at the end of a 
day s bearing a woman came up to him bcaruig a fbild 
in her arms he publicly embraced both of them making 
no secret of the fact that the child ras his 
De 'Maupaesant would late made a fine tale out of him 
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—AND PirslSJtMCST 

I ha>f swn cni tull fsfct. Iha%eseenoreiiunpa2IO' 
(iatd. I revfr wish to see other another bull ^ht or 
another puillotinirg 

fhe ball f^ht 1 saw jears after I caught sight of a 
nans Ixsul drof^'W!: into the box of sawdast one 
ram) mammg on the Boulevard Arago Init before 
I had lieea an hour m the Plata dc Twos at Jladnd, 
tnensones jears oM came surging tad. irto ny h«<L 
The etoteirent of the Spantard?, sitting m the bUzisg 
sun at the $ sht 3 rd smell of ttoM was the same exate* 
rent of the hrendi that nuu) rrcminr ta JVu lalins 
all. 

Ore must hark tueJc to the public hangings m London 
to find somethtng approaching the horror of cutting off 
& man s head in \iew of anwre who Ukes to get up earl) 
enough m the rooming I believe that in the bad old 
daj-s wlen there were pnbLc executions at Newgate 
hawkers <oId sonp made up about the iran who bad 
just met his fate on the scaffold Similar songs, doleful 
dirges VTcre chanted in the famous Black Kitchen beloied 
of Arthur Pendennis TTiey took their pleasures sadly 
indeed m those da)-s 

Many sviiters base described bull fights, bat I ha\e 
reier read an> stof> or article which adequate!) portrays 
all the horrors of it The pageantry » forgotten when 
the jU looking horses are hombl) gorged by the bulls 
bona and ei en the undoubted skill of the toreador and 
the courage of the matadors pale before the bnitaity 
of this so-called sport It b strange ard passing strange 
that an) country which can boast of its civilisation sho'Sd 
tolerate the horrors of bull Gghtu^ But if every countr) 
has the music it deserves so does ever) laud have sports 



CRniE ' 1S7 

most suited to its people But I ha\-e wandered far 
from the rainy morning on the Boulevard Arago 

I had come to Paris (I think it was for the first tune) 
vntb two {ntnds from Lordoti It was holiday time, 
either Caster or \MiUbun M e had been seeinc the sights — 
aU of them In the daytime we visited the ln\-alides 
and Notre Dame and all the other show places of the 
rrench capital In die evening we went to the theatres 
and music halL. We never saw a newspaper of the 
countrv and theretore did not know what was happ<ning 
WV 2 were )ust in Paris for amusement — and I was very 
jourg 

One night we had bten I remember to the ilouUa 
Rouge — now no more — and aperwards made a round 
of the night lestiurants \\t reiurnid to the boulevards 
and were sitting in the Caf^ Imcncain gossiping The 
night wvjs well advinod \t the caft we m**! some 
people who spoke Encluh 1 had not been paymg much 
attention to the conversation but occasionally beard 
tiie word guillotine mention'd It occuned again 
and again I listened and heard them speaking about 
a man who«c name I ri.gT<t to say I do not remember 
but It appeared he was famous or perhaps nntonous 
would be a better word The man who was to die at 
dawn had murdered an old woman for her monev and 
jMiclli.ry The uoman who was la love nth the young 
man who was reputed to be handsorre often used to 
mvite him to her house and used to pul on all her diamonds 
and pearls to dazrle the young lover who was wondermg 
how he could best become the owner of the jewellery, 
which would decorate the body of a young person of 
whom he was fund It wa* not a «iavoury story, and 
it was not a new storv Many voung men both before 
and since have met thetr death for murders committed 
m very similar circumstances 
The talk went on about piillotming and I heard told 
the selfsame stories which Arnold Bcniet recalls id 
the ‘ Old IVivfs Tale” The story of the nan who. 
waiioag to the guflloline befamd the priest who was trying 
to keep the sight of it away htm the cordeaB*'ed man, 
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Dawn bad now broVen as v>t gazed \nth some fast^na- 
tion at the straD|c sccie 1 thought ci! all the hun^cds 
of people asleep m their beds not a hundred jards from 
where we w«Mre standing in the cold dawn \\hue a fallow 
creature was being prepared to meet his Creator ^nte 
a crowd had papered Tbej talked solublj m whispers, 
and shonred no restncncss when mounted pohceircn 
appeared and steadilj pushed them back from the foot 
of the guilloline More police came on the scene and 
establidinl a barritr around the fatal scaffolding pre- 
\pjning people from approaching loo near 
•ftindows urere tbio^vn op and heads appeared In 
tlie seim hght of this spnrg tnetning one could see figures 
moving about around the chimney pots The stage was 
now set 

There appeared coming from the pn.on a san drawn 
bj two horses It stopped a little ivaj b^md the guillo- 
tine The e-secutioner went towatda the \ an and presenll) 
returned In wiut appeared to be a hleiunc, but Mhich 
our watches told v s was not m».re than a few ‘Cconds 
fiVf fTKi'WJr Ih I'sc nci blcad- 

folded il'* wore a shirt wide open at the nee*, and a 
pair o! trousers The ram was still falling in a drutle 
In front of tlie prisoner and walking backwards was 
a pnest who held a a<j3S uphited m the air, and who 
♦ieemed to be sating a prayer In an incicdihlj thort 
lime the little procession reached the guillotine and the 
pnest ki«?ed the doomed man on both cheeks, then leasing 
him to tlie cveculioncr 

Die executioner stood on the p.isoaers right, and 
ou the left svas an assistant They held the man het\\ cen 
them and tied hun down to the little rolling platform 
head foreincrst The platform was pudied towurda the 
guillotine, and at the same instant it touched the tw-o 
scaffold poles the <\ecutioner released the cord which 
called the giglntic kiufe to drop with a sicl enmg thud 
and the head fell into the box of sawdust ' 

Dictc were tmsimuis of horror from the crowd and 
I had the sensaUon of both mental and physical sickce>s 
In a few iroircnts the sawdust box rras being camed 
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slirrated ‘ Stand <mt at the wsj th^e, I\e f*id to 
sft this show, ha\ci't I?" 

And tb«n thwe mennoned tht stot> Thidi a 
supposed to be true and >hicb most licly is, about Co*^ 
Pearl, (he CngUdi eouttesan la Paris, rbo manag'^l 
to v-Iicedle her in'ay to p<TOia«Jon to spend part of the 
Right tsefore the e^cciitloi with the cruniaal m tus ctU 
After a Jot nsre of this taJL («tran 5 e talk enough amoug 
young rng lishmm n Pam on hoLday) somebody suggested 
ve might go and see ^e executt''n u-Hich was to take 

f lace in a coujile of hours' time The suggestion 
am rather ashamed to <a>, re«i\ed wlb approbation 
and gomg down into the street we hailed two borse-diuen 
cabs and drose a\ri\ under the leadership of a man who 
said h* knew ad about it A slight drmle v*ns falling 
and we were all slctpj and tutd and dared rwre than 
once as the horsca steadily doppeJ-dopped oser the 
cobUesto"44 along the Cours dc la Remc en route to 
the fjoulevard ^tago There iras the tist f tth of oaTOi 
m the sift svh«m we dismissed our cabs and svait^ 

The red painted scaffaldirg of the guilb'me had been 
brougt t fcum its resting pUce and put into po^tieii 
There is oa*i ore guiUotuc in Tranct and the wis 
dc ju^ice ns U is called lia\el!« all ma the county 
going Iron town to town wherever an caeCDtiou is to be 
earned out IS Dcillcr the executioner is kno-vn m 
criminal circles as >1 dc Pars He appeared on 
the scene wearing a top hat and white glove> 
ttorkmoa in blue b'outfs were putting the nrislicg 
Icuches to the ghasilv scafiolding, ard the ejecutione 
bustled about giving instructions to cvtrvcoe ard testing 
cvxry screw and nut of the dvntb-dealia? machine j*' 
the co'ds which V’wt to bold the km'e bad been tested 
vv c saw the men lift a big piece of steel whicli bad a setru 
circular pifce cut out of the middle and fix the ccrus 
to It ' ir de Part. ‘ vfith bis own bard> ho,ited it to 
the top of the frame then released it ard U fell with 
a sickeidng thud , . 

Then came the greasing ard trjmg-out of the ^hecB 
wh’ch arc fixed to a trolley like arrargeirent which rolls 
the condemned man’s faod> to'^rd the deadlv Jauf 
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Dawn had now broken as gaied fas^a- 

tion at thft strax^e a«.tie 1 thWJ^it ol ^ the hun^eds 
of people asleep m their beds not a hundred yards from 
>vhCTe we were standing in the cold dawn while a 
creature was being prepared to meet his Creator 
a cro^^d had gatlrtied They talhed %olably isx whispers, 
and showed no restwencss when mounted poheemen. 
appeared and steadilj pushed them back from tho loot 
ol the guillotme Mwe police came on the scene and 
established a barritr around the fatal scaffolding, pre* 
Mating people from approaching too near 
.Windows were tlirown up and heads appeared In 
the semihght ol ths sprite tDOTTung one could see tgures 
moving alwut around the chimney pots The stage was 
now set 

There appeared coming from the pruon a van dravvn 
by two horses It stopped a little waj hdnnfl the gndlp- 
tme The executioner went towards the van and presently 
returned In what appeared to be a hletune, but "hich 
our watches told us was not more than a feu seconds, 
the prisoner appeared He was bound but not blind* 
folded He wore a shirt wide open ot the neck aud a 
pair of trousers The ram was sUU falling to a drurle 

In front of the pruoncr and walking backwards was 
a pnest who held a cross uplifted in the au, and who 
seemed to be sajmg a prayer In an mctedibly short 
time the little procession reached the guillotine and the 
prwt kissed the doomed man on both cheeks, then leaving 
him to the csccutionct 

Hie executioner stood on the prisoner’s nght, and 
on the left was an assistant They held the man between 
them and tied him down to the little rolling platform 
head foremost The platfonn was pi^ed towards the 
pumotme and at the same instant it touched the tuo 
scaflold poles, the oecutioncr released the cord whidi 
catBcd the gigantic kmft to drop with a sickening thud, 
and the head fell mio the box of sawdust 
T xuurmuis of horror from the crowd and 

1 had the sensation of bo»h mental and physical slckne*s 

in a few moments the sawdust box was being earned 



